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FIRSTSOSTAN

MINE IS A PROUD LINEAGE

Back in 1776, a "Bosten” formed part of
the tiny fleet which comprised the first real
United States Navy. Through the years, as
the Navy has grown, expanded, and im-
proved, a "Boston” has served almost con-
tinuously. Five "Bostons” have preceded
me . . . each of which has been a fine ship
of her day. So it's entirely in keeping with
the tradition of the name "Boston” in the
United States Navy that I, sixth ship of my
name to serve, represent the most modern
development in the building of men-of-war.

I'm justifiably proud of my ancestry,
as you'll readily understand when you trace
-my family tree.

A 24-GUN FRIGATE WAS MY FIRST
ANCESTOR

The Revolution was already well under
way. Lexington and Bunker Hill had record-
ed their glorious endeavor. But the sea was
still in British hands. Realizing this situation,
the Continental Congress authorized the
first American Navy. This fleet consisted of
“five ships of 32 guns, five of 28 quns, three
of 24 guns.”

In her day, a 24-gun frigate was a size-
able ship. This first “Boston”, in four years
of service, made quite a record, capturing
numerous British ships in both European
and Caribbean waters. In addition to her
battles, she was selected to carry the Hon-
orable John Adams, Commissioner to
France, to his post in 1778. However, at the
time the British captured Charleston, South
Carolina, she was in that port. Resistance
was futile, and she was taken by the British;
subsequently serving in the Royal Navy.




s=COND SOSTQN

A GONDOLA WAS NEXT

A second Boston sailed during the Revolution. This ship, a gondolgq,
carried a crew of 45, and mounted three guns. Her greatest work was ac-
complished on Lake Champlain serving as a unit in the fleet of General
Benedict Arnold, before he turned traitor. Of this fleet—a tiny group of
small ships—it has been said, “The farmer crews of the four gondolas
stood to their guns and faced the storm of shot and grape from the twelve
and fourteen gun schooners . . . faced the storm unflinchingly . . . until
resistance could no longer damage the enemy.” Though badly beaten,

they refused to give up. Finally, under General Arnold's orders, the ships
were run aground and there set on fire.




TRiRDSQST

THE THIRD "BOSTON" WAS A REAL
"FIGHTING SHIP” OF HER DAY!

Growing commerce needed con-
fidence and surety while on the high
seas. Big, fast fighters were needed to
combat the Barbary pirates and the

marauding privateers of Revolution-
torn France.

Born of necessity, this third “Bos-
ton” was financed by Boston mer-
chants at a cost of $119,570. Built at
the Continental Shipyards in North
Boston, she inaugurated a new Naval
era. Prior to her building, copper for
shipbuilding had been imported from
England. Her construction broke away
from this practice, as she was “sheath-
ed and fastened from the first Amer-
ican-made copper to be used in ship-
building.” In fact, Paul Revere, the
famous American patriot, is credited

with manufacturing the copper used in
this “Boston".




FOURTHEQSTON

A SLOOP-OF-WAR WAS NUMBER
- FOUR

This fourth “Boston” was launched
in 1825, and went into service a few
months later. Carrying 18 quns, her
displacement totaled 700 tons. A va-
riety of assignments took her to many
lands. The waters of Brazil saw her
colors, as did those of the Mediter-
ranean, and the Indies . . . both West
and East. In 1843 she returned to the
Brazilian station, where her career
ended prematurely after almost three
years of patrol work. On November
15, 1846, while cruising off Eleuthera in
the West Indies, a sudden squall so
badly crippled her that she foundered
at sea.




CPITTHEOSTON

MY IMMEDIATE PREDECESSOR MADE AN
ILLUSTRIOUS RECORD

Commissioned in December, 1887, the fifth “Boston” was
one of our first steel cruisers. She was built at the shipyards
of John Roach & Sons in Chester, Pennsylvania.

Naval shipbuilders were introducing a new policy. A law
of 1883 had signalled the end of the old Navy. Repairs were
prohibited on wooden warships whenever the cost would
exceed 209, of the cost of a new ship of the same size and
type. New construction favored steam while still carrying
sails. In addition, American ships were to be built of Amer- \ -
ican-made steel. This “Boston”, o pioneer ship in our modern 7
Navy, had a displacement of some 3,000 tons and a speed of
about 15 knots. Her armament, heavy for that day, included
two 8-inch and six 6-inch guns.

To follow in the wake of this fifth “Boston” was to trace
our foreign policy of that period. In 1888, she was on pro-
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tective duty about Guatemala and Haiti; in 1890, she made ; i W v _. : |

a courtesy call to Brazil, and toured European ports; and in | - ""3' _,"". - v

1891, she was protecting our interests in Hawaii. . WY 1 8 '
Placed out of commission temporarily in 1894, she re- . SR A RN H 17 g LU . L

turned to her Asiatic station when the Spanish-American War . X e 16 Vbl ““
developed. As a unit in the fleet of Commodore (later Ad-

miral) Dewey, she took part in the action which destroyed
the Spanish Fleet at Cavite. Following this historic Battle of
Manila Bay, she was assigned blockade duty about the 3
Philippines. -

With the turn of the century, her assignments as a fighting
ship became less and less frequent. Routine duty in 1898 be-
tween the Philippines and various Asiatic ports was followed
by inactive service.

In 1902, she was again placed in commission and as-
signed to patrol duty along the west coast between Panama
and Oregon. She was on hand to assist at the scene of the
disastrous San Francisco fire, and also created great interest
at sundry west coast Expositions. After another period of b4 cor
non-commission, she was for a time connected with the Ore-
gon Naval Militia.

Today, with her fighting and even sailing days definitely
ended, this proud ship, now renamed the USS Despatch,
continues to serve. She is now the Receiving Ship at Yuerba
Buena Island (Goat Island), San Francisco, California.
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The Story of the U S S Boston

BY HENRY G. LEADER SP(X)3/C

If you see a sailor whose campaign ribbons, star studded,
resemble the milky way, chances are he's off the USS Boston;
for this new Baltimore class heavy cruiser has seen a major
share of action in the Pacific. Striking with cat's paw swiftness
and accuracy at the Jap, she bombarded islands and downed
planes of the Rising Sun while carrying the war from the islands
south of the equator to the home land of Japan itself and chalk-
ing up one of the most impressive records of any ship in the
Pacific area.

In achieving this she has lived up to her proud lineage,
for a "Boston” has served almost continuously in the United
States Navy since the first ship of that name, a 24 gun frigate,
became part of the tiny fleet comprising the original U.S. Navy
back in 1776. This sleek cruiser is the sixth ship to bear the
name of the Massachusetts capital and represents the most
modern developments in the building of men-of-war.

Built for speed, maneuverability and tremendous fire power,
the USS Boston is the second ship of the Baltimore class. Ordered
July 1, 1940 prior to the outbreak of the war, her keel was laid
June 30, 1941 in the Fore river yard, Quincy, Massachusetts by
the Bethlehem Steel Company.

On August 26, 1942 Mrs. Maurice J. Tobin, wife of the Hon-
orable Maurice ]. Tobin, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, sponsored the launching, and on June 30th of
the following year, the ship’s ensign fluttered in a gentle breeze
as she was officially commissioned and accepted by her first
commanding officer, Captain John H. Carson, USN.

Slipping smoothly through Atlantic waters, the Boston be-
gan her maiden voyage on August 13, 1943 en route to the Gulf
of Paria, between Trinidad and Venezuela, for the shakedown
‘cruise designed to accustom her crew to the sea and enable
officers to detect any possible wrinkles in her makeup. A month
later the Boston returned to her home port, a fighting ship with
her crew well trained to fight the enemy. On the record of
her engineering trials, she was established as one of the fasigg
heavy ships in the fleet; on the record of her gunnery ex@tcisp
she was established as a good gunnery ship. =

After a few more weeks in the port of Boston and some trial
runs off Rockland, Maine, the USS Boston set out on November
18 to fulfill the job for which she was designed and built—the
defeat of this couniry’s enemy in the Pacific. After passing
through the Panama Canal, followed by a two day lay-over in
San Francisco, she arrived at Pearl Harbor on the eve of the
second anniversary of the Japanese sneak attack. Six weeks
were spent in Pearl Harbor waters engaging in more of the
exercises that are so essential to the maintenance of the fighting
qualities of a First Class Warship.

All hands manned their battle stations on January 19, 1944
as the USS Boston got underway from Pearl Harbor and began
her long war career as a unit of the soon-to-be famous Task
Force 58. Planes from the old Saratoga, the later-to-be-sunk
Princeton and the Langley soared overhead on anti-submarine
patrol as the Boston pointed her prow towards the Marshalls.
On February 2nd planes from the Saratoga bombed a direction-
finding station on Utirik Atoll and as the smoke from their hits
floated skywards men on board the Boston knew that “this was
it"”.

During the following five days the carrier planes struck
fiercely at Eniwetok Atoll while the Boston kept a wary eye out
for Jap planes and subs. Covering the seizure of the Marshalls
she roamed between Wotje and Eniwetok. After Kwajalein was
secured the Boston anchored in Roi Harbor for three days and
then returned to Eniwetok where for 18 days she circled the
Atoll with the rest of the force, prepared to lend fire support
to Marines ashore who fought to secure the base which was to
become so vital in the prosecution of the war.

When Eniwetok was secured the Task Group put in to
Mgajuro, and the Boston's crew received its first taste of “Liberty”
in the Pacific. Early in March the Boston left Majuro for Espiritu
Santo in the New Hebrides, ~_ _
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reported that her fighters had shot down all enemy planes in a
formation of seven. At dusk Japanese torpedo planes attacked the
Task Force and for the first time the guns of the Boston fired
at the enemy. Later a Japanese pilot was picked up by a ship
of the group, and his story indicated that his plane was the
Boston's first victim. It was in this area also that planes from
the Boston rescued an officer pilot and two enlisted men from
a plane that crashed during one of our carrier strikes.

On the return trip to Majuro, sideswipes were taken also
at Woleai and Yap. The Japs, having felt the sting of the Task
Force were leaving it strictly alone and no trouble was ex-
perienced. ! i

On April 22nd, the Boston once more sortied from Majuro
with the Task Force to support General MacArthur's Southwest
Pacific Forces in the seizure and occupation of Hollandia in New
Guinea. One week later, on the way back from Hollandia, the
Task Force journeyed slightly afield to deliver a sharp crack
at the Jap Fortress of Truk. An enemy plane fifteen miles away
sighted the deadly group and radiced a warning to fellow air-
men on the island.

Knowing the Jap was alerted, the Carrier Monterey launched
ten planes to repel the expected attack. Suddenly an enemy
plane was sighted off the Boston's starboard bow and the
Boston's guns opened fire. In the subsequent action, whlch
has been recorded in technicolor for the movie “Fighting Lady,
the Boston scored her first definite kill, shooting down the at-
tacking “Jill".

Seconds later the drum-ike sound of the Boston's Forties
and the chattering of her "“Twenties” were heard as gunners
opened up on a smoking enemy plane which was headed for
the Carrier Yorktown. Accuracy of the fire stopped this plane
short of its goal, and all hands cheered as it burst into flames
after striking the water. In this action the Boston claimed two
of the three planes which had pierced the formation.

The next day, the Boston journeyed southward to Satawan
where her guns threw five and eight inch shells into that Jap-
held island without opposition. Explosions were heard and fires
were still raging as she turned her back on the island and
headed once more for Majuro, and a brief relief from war. Salty,
now the Boston was assigned in Mid-way to escort some newly-
arrived carriers on a combat shakedown cruise to attack the
islands of Marcus and Wake, which proved to be more of a
pleasure cruise than a war mission.

Formed up once more with Task Force 58, the Boston headed
for Guam with a new commanding officer at the helm—Captain
E. E. Herrmann, USN, of Washington, D. C.—who boarded the
ship on June 5 and was destined to carry it safely through many
missions against the enemy.

Guam was the first stop on what was to be one of the
longest cruises of her career, and also one of the most vital
missions of the entire war—the attack on the Marianas. When it
had been compléeted, we had secured operating bases for the
B-29s, had nearly snipped in two the Japanese Life Lines to the
South, and had almost annihilated Japan's Carrier Air Power.

As the force approached Guam, a Jap plane, spotting the
mighty ships, radioed a warning; but fighter planes making a
sweep over the island, nevertheless took the enemy by surprise
by their departure from the usual procedure of striking at dawn.
Results were very successtful. .

Speeding northward, the group then struck swiftly at Iw
Jima and headed southwestward again with orders to launch «a
long range search for the Jap fleet reported passing through
San Bernardino Straits, their obvious intent being a bolstering of
the defense of the Marianas. At 10 O'clock on the morning of
June 19th carrier planes were launched to intercept a raid of
30 enemy planes. This was the first of seven major raids during
the day, numbering from one to 90 planes. The most significant
fact of the action was the complete annihilation of every enemy
plane. The following day searches for the Jap fleet were con-
tinued, and late in the afternoon one of our airmen radioed.
that he had sighted the enemy Task Force 215 miles to the west.
The Boston increased her speed, hoping for a surface battle.

Again our carrier planes struck and badly damaged one Jap
carrier and other units of the enemy's dwindling fleet.

The next day the Jap force was out of range, but the mission
was successful for the enemy had been chased back to his lair,
and the amphibious landings of the Marianas continued with-
out interruption.

The Commander of our Task Force expressed sympathy that
our ship’s qunners did not get a chance to take a crack at the
Jap fleet and labelled the enemy “Not only yellow in color
but in spirit as well."”

A summation of damage inflicted showed that 402 enemy
planes were destroyed in the action which will be forever re-
membered by airmen as the “Marianas’ Turkey Shoot”. Dam-
age to the enemy fleet was also revealed to be substantial, in-
cluding the sinking of one Carrier, two Destroyers and a Tanker,
and damage to three Carriers, one Battleship, two Heavy Cruis-
ers, one Light Cruiser, two Destroyers and three Tankers.

Warm congratulations were received from Admiral Nimitz
who declared that “Your Air Groups have just turned in an-
other splendid job."”

Another punch at Iwo Jima was landed on June 24th and
although our planes were outnumbered, we quickly shortened

the odds. Score for the day: 116 planes shot down to our loss
of five.



At the end of June, a rush trip was made by the Boston to
the new base at Eniwetok for provisioning, and then the ship
returned to Iwo Jima to celebrate the Fourth of July by giving
that island its first plastering by naval guns. For more than an
hour, the Boston lobbed in eight and five inch shells, hitting
installations and its Southern Airfield, where almost seventy
aircraft were lined up like lambs for the slaughter.

“A splendid afternoon’s work,” radioed the Commander of
the Task Unit, “Smartly carried out by all hands and understood
by the enemy.”

From Iwo, the fleet headed south towards Guam and for
two weeks ably fulfilled its assignment of keeping airfields on
Guam and Rota neutralized; intercepting and destroying enemy
aircraft approaching the Marianas from the south; and destroy-
ing enemy installations on Guam.

After the Guam landings were well underway, the fleet
struck at Woleai, Palau, Yap and Ulithi. In giving credit to the
Boston and other ships of the Task Force, the Marine Command-
ing General said, “No higher credit can possibly be given to
any force than is due to Task Force 58. You keep the enemy
off our necks."”

Admiral Nimitz again praised the group and declared that
“The successes achieved advanced America far on the road
to winning the war.”

The first of September found the Boston proceeding out of
Eniwetok with the newly formed Third Fleet under Admiral
Halsey, on a mission which was to result in shortening the war
perhaps by months. Strong fighter sweeps against Palau were
launched on September 6th, but were reduced to half on the
following two days for Airmen reported that they were running
out of targets. In rapid succession, Mindanao, Cebu and the
Negros Islands were hit. Over the last two named Islands 35
enemy planes were shot down, 34 destroyed on the ground and
47 damaged. Zamboanga was next on the list, and then the
Boston headed for Morotai to support landings there while others
of the fleet backed the landings at Peleliu and the peaceful
occupation of Ulithi.

On the 19th of that month, Clark and Nichols Fields and
shipping in Manila Bay were hit. All hands were feeling a quiet |
exhilaration and seconded the commendation of the Task Forag-
Commander who said "They cannot stop you.”

In the second week of October, the Boston was outiEdaip
with the Third Fleet, after a short stay at Manus Islgnd &g the
Admiralties. Taking the Japs once more by surps

| planes struck at Okinawa from 20 miles awayAgas
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Formosa was the target on October 12th, and this time the
enemy sent planes out in force. The Boston's guns opened up,
driving them off and downing at least one. But enemy Torpedo
planes succeeded in hitting the Boston's sister ship, the Canberra,
which had to be taken in tow by the Wichita. The Houston took
the Canberra’s place in the formation, and she too was hit by
enemy planes, although the Boston downed two more Jap Air-
craft.

The Houston reported her engine rooms and fire rooms
flooded, and said that she was abandoning ship. But in the black
and squally night, the Boston took the Houston under tow, and
through 36 tense hours inched her away from the threat of the
Japs on Formosa only 75 miles distant. Just a few hours after
the Fleet Tug, Pawnee had taken the tow line, a force of enemy
fighters swooped down, only to be driven from the sky by a
group of eight fighters from the Cowpens and the Cabot.

Relating to the withdrawal of the damaged ships under
tow, Admiral Halsey messaged, “For skill and guts the safe
retirement by the damaged Canberra and Houston from the
shadow of Formosa, while under a heavy attack, will become
a Navy tradition. To all hands who contributed to the job,
well done.”

Leaving the Canberra and Houston safe in friendly waters,
the Boston rejoined the Carrier Group. A short 24 hours later,
an SOS came from the Escort Carrier Group off Samar, then
under attack by the Japanese Fleet, which had come through
San Bernardino Straits early in the morning. Two air strikes
from our carriers were launched and our bombs scored hits on
three of four enemy Battleships and three out of nine Heavy
Cruisers. A subsequent strike scored two more hits on Battle-
ships, and one on a Cruiser with another Cruiser left dead
in the water. A Kongo Class Battleship was left burning and
listing badly.

More severe damage was inflicted the following day, and
with the Jap Fleet knocked out of business for a long time,
perhaps for good, our Fleet returned to Ulithi for provisioning and
recreation for the crews on Mog-Mog Island. Then back again
to keep the Jap Air Force off the necks of our forces ashore on
Luzon. In a two-day strike at enemy aircraft in the Manila area
anes webe--deptroyed or damaged. Considerable
dam was‘d‘{:’é inflicted on™Shipping in Manila Bay and docks

at Manila and Cavite,~—— T
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Fighter planes struck at Airfields on Luzon, and in one day
destroyed 224 planes and damaged 90 by strafing. Subsequent
strikes were hailed by Admiral Halsey as A brilliantly planned
and executed operation.” !

When the Third Fleet locked horns with a typhoon on
December 18th, the Boston was there to ride it out, and al-
though she recorded one roll of 46 degrees and thany others in
excess of 30 degrees, the ship's log solemnly reports that there
was suprisingly little evidence of seasickness. Later, the Boston
aided in the search for survivors from less fortunate, smaller
ships.

pChrisimt::s day was spent in the anchorage at Ulithi and a
rather sad crew was cheered somewhat by packages from
home, taken aboard the night before.

On New Year's Eve the Boston was underway again, and
headed for Formosa where our Carrier planes again took a
heavy toll of enemy Aircraft. Then Task Force 38 headed south
for a two-day strike at Northern Luzon Airfields, designed to
keep the Nips grounded so they would be unable to attack our
Amphibious Forces approaching Luzon from the south. On Jan-
uary 9th, Formosa was hit again in the first strike of an operation
that would take Task Force 38 into the South China Sea to hit
at targets on the China coast.

That night the Boston was the first heavy ship of the Force
to enter the South China Sea through Narrow Bashi Channel,—
a difficult feat in itself, for the visibility was such that no navi-
gational aids could be seen and the ship was necessarily man-
euvered entirely by Radar.

It became known that the Task Force was seeking some
remnants of the Jap Fleet last reported in Camranh Bay on the
coast of French Indio-China. Although the emptiness of the Bay
was disappointing, our planes took a heavy toll of Jap shipping
from Tourane to Saigon, a distance of over 400 miles. Thirty-two
enemy ships were sunk, including a Katori Class Cruiser, and 47
vessels (totaling 80,000 tons) were damaged. Twelve planes
were shot down, 88 destroyed and 24 damaged on the ground.

Admiral Halsey again recognized the splendid work of the
Force in a message which read, “Well done to the Force in a
superlative attack. The strategic effect of yesterday’s magnificent
performance will be great.” ' '

On January 16th our planes hit Hainan and the Hongige: G
area, meeting only slight opposition. 4 £ § 6
It was in this area that the Boston rode oy "f.'.'_ Isdco by

typhoon, and escaped with only slight damage igto g

. Sthis operati

she was the last to leave through bottle-necked Balantang Chan-
nel, although the Japs hysterically declared that no American
ships would leave the China Sea. It was here too, that the
Boston added another enemy plane to her mounting score. A
twin engined "Irving” passed speedily over the ship at a 300
foot altitude, turned and headed straight for the big cruiser.
But the Boston’s gunners had been too well trained and the
Jap was downed by fire from the five inch and 40 MM Batteries.

North once more sailed the Heavy Cruiser and her company
for a last fling at Formosa, and this time the Jap's struck in force,
probably in an attempt to save face at having been duped in
the China Sea operation. The final tally in this all-out Japanese
attack was 10 enemy planes downed, 97 destroyed on the
ground and 101 demaged.

Admiral Halsey again saluted the Task Force and called it
a "Landslide victory for the Big Blue Team.”

Before heading south again, the fleet took another swipe
at Okinawa, sinking 10,000 tons of shipping and destroying
numerous planes.

A proud crew stepped ashore on Mog-Mog Island for much
needed recreation, for the Secretary of the Navy had radiced a
message stating that “All hands take hats off to the performance
of the Third Fleet.” In a summation of operations engaged in
by the Boston up to this time Admiral Halsey said that “We
have driven the enemy off the sea and back to his inner de-
fenses. I am so proud of your that no words can express my
feelings.” To the traditional “Well done” he added that word
"Superlatively.”

Early in February the Fleet set sail again, with the Boston
protecting the Carriers as before. After a fast run north—some
fifteen hundred miles—the Boston participated in the first Carrier
attacks on the Japanese Home Islands since General Doolittle’s
raid in 1942,

Closing in on Tokyo during the night of February 16th, the
Carriers launched their planes at dawn the next day from «
point only 130 miles Southeast of the Japanese capital. All day
Fighter sweeps continued over the city, and the next day we
struck again, piling up a two day score of 141 planes shot down,
26 destroyed on'the ground and 55 probables, 92 damaged in
the gir and 35 on_the ground.

- ine Cogastal %ssel%lso sunk and two major Air-
craft plants ;nd four Tokyo Airfields were severely damaged. Of
: the Commander of the Task Group said, “I hope—
’ P: PRy chave ] i
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was ordered to lend fire support. It was the ship’s first opportunity
to use her guns in support of a landing and occupation oper-
ation. She opened fire on the Northern part of the island, in sup-
port of the Marines battling ashore and at 6,500 yards thoroughly
covered the target area with shells, destroying gun emplace-
ments, block houses, shelters and ammunition dumps.

With the Carriers once more, the Boston headed again for
easy pickings up Tokyo way. A Fighter sweep was launched
at dawn of February 25th, while overhead a force of 220 B-29s
dropped tons of bombs on the crumbling empire. ‘

As the Fleet turned south towards Ulithi, another blow was
struck at Okinawa, and then on March 3rd the Commander of
the Carrier Task Force sent the greetings: “Your well earned
overhaul and recreation period is at last in sight, may you have
a pleasant cruise home and a happy leave.”

After sixteen months from home and fourteen months of
continuous operations with the Carriers of the Pacific Fleet, the
Boston had earned a rest. Streaming a 700 foot homeward bound
pennant, she paraded past the fleet out of Ulithi on her way to
Pearl Harbor and the West Coast of the United States.

Early in the morning of March 25th, the mainland of the
United States was sighted and later in the morning the Boston
entered the Naval Operating Base at Terminal Island, California
while the N.O.B. Band played and Ginny Simms sang “Oh,
What a Beautiful Morning.” )

Six weeks later all members of the crew had returned from
a short leave, and on May 20th the Boston put to sea again to
test the new equipment and rehearse the crew for the next
phase of operations which were destined to lead them to final
‘victory. After three weeks in Pearl Harbor, during which time
Captain Herrmann was succeeded by Captain Kelley on June
29th, the ship once more got underway for Eniwetok.

After three days at that Atoll, the Boston rejoined the Car-
riers which launched air strikes, on July 24th, against shipping in
and around the waters of the Japanese mainland. At least two
groups of our planes were able to attack remnants of the Jap-
anese Fleet taking refuge in the Kure Area, inflicting severe
damage on a Heavy and Light Cruiser.

Four days later, extremely damaging blows were struck at
the Jap Fleet in the Kure-Kobe Area of the inland sea. Then, on
the night of July 29th, the Boston steamed in close to the main-
land and participated in the bombardment of Hamamatsu, on
Southern .Honshu. She rejoined the Carriers the next day for
strikes against Tokyo and Nagoya.

Bad weather dogged the fleet again, and for more than a
week the Boston was idle off the coast of Japan. On August Sth
she participated in a daylight bombardment of Kamaishi, steel

center on Northern Honshu.

The next day, when the first reports of Japanese surrender
came, the Boston was back with the Carriers aiding in air blows
against Northern and Eastern Honshu.

More attacks against Tokyo and the Bay Area came on
August 13th, and then the Fleet retired while peace rumors flew.

Returning to attack again on the 15th, the Carriers had al-
ready launched their first strike when the Third Fleet heard the
final news of Japanese surrender. Thus the war ended for the
Boston as she sailed directly off the coast of Japan—a position
she had fought for and finally attained 21 months after she had
left her name port for the Pacific.

On August 27th the Boston took her rightful place among the
first group of ships to sail into Sagami Wan, dropping her anchor
in that Japanese Harbor at 17 minutes after two in the afternoon.

The formal Japanese surrender was signed on September
2nd and the following day the Boston's final goal had been
reached.

She anchored in Tokyo Bay on September 3rd, 1945.

But although the war was over the Boston was not to remain
idle for long. There was still work to be done. A Task Unit com-
posed of the Boston, two Destroyers and an Underwater De-
molition Team embarked in a high speed (Destroyer) Transport,
all commanded by Captain M. R. Kelley of the Boston, got under-
way from Tokyo Bay on September 8th for the Katskura, Sendai,
Onchama and Chosi Areas on the East Coast of Honshu, Japan.

Their job was to inspect and insure the demilitarization of
Japanese Coastal Defenses and Suicide Boat and Midget Sub-
marine Bases.

Landing parties were formed and contacts made with Jap-
anese Military Officials who provided information as to the lo-
cation of these defenses. Inspection parties discovered caves
jammed with small arms, ammunition, torpedoes, mines, suicide
boats and midget submarines. All were either destroyed or
confiscated, as the work proceeded smoothly and efficiently
under Captain Kelley’s direction.

Anchored once more in Tokyo Bay, the Boston’s now silent
guns pointed towards the Japanese shore line. No threatening
planes roared overhead. On deck, sailors pointed at misty
Fujiyama in the distance. Others boarded liberty boats to go
ashore and purchase souvenirs for the folks back home; knowing,
but not realizing, the freedom they bought for these same folks
back home through long months of deprivations and warfare
was more precious than the most expensive remembrance of
conquered Japan.

The ship, the officers, the crew had all contributed to making
this continued freedom possible. '
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CAPTAIN JOHN H. CARSON, USN
FIRST SKIPPER OF THE BOSTON



CAPTAIN E. E. HERRMANN, USN
SECOND SKIPPER OF THE BOSTON

CAPTAIN MARION R. KELLEY, USN
THIRD SKIPPER OF THE BOSTON
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SECOND DIVISION
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SECOND DIVISION



THIRD DIVISION




FOURTH DIVISION
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EIGHTH DIVISION
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NINTH DIVISION
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MESS COOKS



“FULL POWER RUN OFF ROCKLAND, MAINE"






COMMANDER SPECHT RECEIVES GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF A SECOND
LEGION OF MERIT FOR HIS WORK WITH PT BOATS. CAPTAIN
HERRMANN MAKES THE PRESENTATION

MUSTER AFT FOR PRESENTATION OF MEDAL TO ADMIRAL THEBAUD
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ADMIRAL’S INSPECTION IN PEARL HARBOR JAN., 1944
ADMIRAL THEBAUD INSPECTS HIS FLAGSHIP




Rl ~ ALY,

FIRST ADMIRAL'S INSPECTION IN BOSTON NAVY YARD






; - ‘,‘. e --I.t’

I'__ g‘ i 1(.;"‘.9‘; v ; .‘.' 2L/ B :':.'. ;
=% : gl
i) o .t LY u.n.h @.’3’“ e

pee _g'l._J

CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY. CAPTAIN KELLEY RELIEVED CAPTAIN HERRMANN



COMMANDER SPECHT RELIEVED COMMANDER DAVIDSON AS EXECUTIVE OFFICER







BURIAL OF A SHIPMATE AT SEA




CHURCH SERVICE ON THE WELL DECK AT SEA






PIE EATING CONTEST CHRISTMAS 1943 IN PEARL HARBOR

CHRISTMAS 1843

THE “PILOT HOUSE SCENE"” IN CHRISTMAS HAPPY HOUR 1943




. “BRASS HAT STEWARD'S MATES IN A BATTLE ROYAL — CHRISTMAS 1945.
BELOW: HANDSOME PRIZES WERE GIVEN AWAY AT THE 1945
CHRISTMAS HAPPY HOUR

PIE EATING CONTEST — CHRISTMAS 1945. BELOW
ROW" AT CHRISTMAS HAPPY HOUR IN SASEBO
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CHRISTMAS EVE 1945 SINGING CHRISTMAS CAROLS BEFORE THE MOVIE




THE BOSTON IN SASEBO, KYUSHU, JAPAN — CHRISTMAS 1945







THE BOSTON'S "OLD FUD" BASEBALL TEAM




BATTLIN' BOSTON BOXERS






| DAVY JONES COMES ABOARD — BELOW: DAVY JONES, THE ROYAL CAPTAIN CARSON WELCOMES DAVY JONES — BELOW: THE ROYAL
SCRIBE, AND ROYAL COPS EXAMINING POLYWOGS BEFORE THE BEARS, THE ROYAL DOCTOR, THE ROYAL BARBER, ALL MARCH BACK
“SLAUGHTER" TO THE SCENE OF THE TRIAL WITH "BLOOD IN THEIR EYES.”

®




THE ROYAL PRINCESS — BELOW: ADMIRAL WILTSE AND HIS CHIEF A SHELLBACK WHO GOT A "SKINNING" THE NIGHT BEFORE THE
OF STAFF, CAPTAIN SWEENEY, ARE HONORED GUESTS OF KING POLYWOGS WERE ON THE PROWL. BELOW: THE "UNIFORM OF
NEPTUNE AND HIS COURT THE DAY" IN THE REALM OF KING NEPTUNE




NOT A CHOW LINE — BELOW : THE ROYAL PROSECUTOR — “GUILTY

OR NOT GUILTY” — BUT EVERYONE'S ALWAYS GUILTY. REGARD. THE ROYAL BARBER AND ROYAL DOCTOR AT WORK. BELOW : THAT

IESS ] LONG, LONG TRAIL “BLOOD MANGLED BODIES




KING NEPTUNE, HIS QUEEN AND PRINCESS WITNESS THE TRANS-
FORMATION OF POLYWOGS INTO SHELLBACKS. THE ROYAL BEARS
AND THE ROYAL BABY ALSO LOOK ON

C.P.O. POLYWOGS — GETTING THE WORKS



BEFORE

AFTER

THE OFFICERS




THE COURT GLEEFULLY PREPARES FOR ACTION

SPLASH ONE ENSIGN!!

POLYWOGS BECOME SHELLBACKS — WHAT A PRICE TO PAY!!









LOAD — STANDBY COMMENCE FIRING!!!
NINE GUN SALVO SPLASH ONE BETTY




TRANSFER OF WOUNDED FROM DESTROYER TO BOSTON. BELOW:: I T LE L OV THE BOW, BELOW: A LULL IN.THE BATILR
CHAPLAIN GARDNER GETTING THE DOPE FROM SURVIVORS OF =

AND FOR PLENTY OF DISCUSSION ABOUT THAT PLANE WE JUST
ANOTHER SHIP SHOT DOWR




WE RIPPED UP THE AIRSTRIP ON SATAWAN ISLAND




< IWO JIMA WAS LEFT IN FLAMES, JULY 4, 1944



BOMBARDMENT OF KAMAISHI, HONSHU, JAPAN



STRIKE DAY OFF HONSHU



CAPTAIN KELLEY INSPECTING THE LANDING PARTY THE MARINE LANDING FORCE

ANTI-AIRCRAFT BATTERY OFFICERS (5JP AND 49 JY) ALERTED FOR KAMAKAZI ATTACK




THE "BUSINESS ENDS" OF THE MAIN BATTERY



THE THIRD
FLEET ENTER-
ING SAGAMI
WAN, Mt. FUJI-
YAMA. IN

THE BACK-
GROUND

THE BOSTON'S
LANDING PAR-
TY WAS
READY TO
LAND IN
JAPAN IF
NECESSARY



HEADS UP!

THE EAGLE-EYED LOOKOUTS

A "DEVIL'S TYPEWRITER"” (20 MM)
READY TO BLAST AWAY






THE BOSTON
TOOK THE
TORPEDOED
HOUSTON
IN TOW

TUGS TOOK
THE HOUSTON
IN TOW




RIGGING THE WIRE TO THE HOUSTON THE U.S.S. BIRMINGHAM . . . SOME SHIPS WEREN'T SO LUCKY
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THE BIRMINGHAM CAME ALONGSIDE IN ULITHI
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ANCHORED IN SAGAMI WAN AUGUST 1945



PILOT HOUSE OF THE BATTLESHIP NAGATO

SUPERSTRUCTURE OF THE NAGATO
JAPANESE BATTLESHIP NAGATO IN TOKYO BAY




JAP BATTLESHIP ISE RESTING ON THE BOTTOM OF KURE HARBOR.
BOSTON FUELING IN THE BACKGROUND



KURE KO JAP-
ANESE MEN-O-
WAR THAT
WILL NEVER

; GO TO SEA
AGAIN
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JAPANESE PILOTS AND INTERPRETERS HAD "TEMPORARY DUTY” TYPICAL JAPANESE ARCHITECTURE IN TOKYO
ON THE BOSTON TYPICAL JAPANESE FISHERMAN IN SAGAMI WAN
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THE JAPS IN
KATSUURA
WERE A CUR-
IOUS LOT

THE LITTLE
BROWN MEN
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CAPTAIN KELLEY TAKES OVER SUICIDE BOAT BASE AT KATSURRA, COMMANDER HANSEN DISCUSSING THE DISPOSITION OF MILITARY

HONSHU, JAPAN. BELOW: CHIEF GUNNER KAUALASKIA DESTROY- EQUIPMENT WITH JAPANESE NAVAL OFFICERS IN AREA. BELOW:
ED JAP GUN POSITIONS AND AMMUNITION THE JAP POLICE WERE VERY CO-OPERATIVE AT CHOSI.







SUICIDE BOATS WERE DESTROYED . . . BY SINKING . . . BY FIRE . . . AND BY JAPS




INSPECTING CAVES IN THE SENDAI AREA OF HONSHU CAVES AT KATSUURA

THE SUBS WERE HOUSED IN LONG CAVES




NARROW GAUGE TRACKS LED FROM CAVES TO SEA

MEN OF THE "R" DIVISION CUT UP THE
TWO-MAN SUBS WITH ACETYLENE TORCHES
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ENTERING FLOATING DRYDOCKS AT MANUS



IN DRYDOCKS AT MANUS




“ALL HANDS OVER THE SIDE” — MANUS
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THE CREW AT A HAPPY HOUR ON THE FANTAIL



SWIMMING OFF THE SIDE IN MAJURO LAGOON
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“LEM SUGGS" DOING THE TALKIN’ BLUES THE THREE “B'S"
SLAP HAPPY HOUR SOME PLAIN AND FANCY HOOFING — OF THE CORNIEST KIND
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THE SHIP'S BAND CRUDIU 10'S SWING BAND GIVING DAILY CONCERT ON THE WELL

“STATION SNAFU — 180 OUT ON YOUR DIAL" DECK. BELOW: WE SHALL HAVE MUSIC WHEREVER WE GO.




“THE GRUESOME TWOSOME"
(LEM SUGGS AND LT. DOYLE)

THE FAMOUS MOG-MOG ISLAND, ULITHI




AN OFFICERS' OUTING ON ONE OF THOSE
“ROMANTIC"” TROPICAL ISLES.

MAIL CALL

THE CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS IN THEIR USUAL
AFTER-DINNER “BULL SESSIONS"” ON THE FANTAIL







THANKSGIVING DINNER WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS CHRISTMAS TURKEY




CHOW HOUNDS

THANKSGIVING
DINNER IN THE
WARDROOM
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HEAVY SEAS




FUELING DESTROYER AT 18 KNOTS IN A HEAVY SEA
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SEA PLOW

FUELING
RENDEZVOUS



FUELING FROM A TANKER IN ROUGH WEATHER

PERSONNEL CASUALTY DRILL



HOLYSTONING THE QUARTERDECK
SPONGING OUT

“"FANTAIL SEAMANSHIP"




LOOKING AFT




“. .. WITH HIS HAND ON THE THROTTLE"




SAILMAKERS THAT FAMOUS BALL PEAN HAMMER
THE GEDUNK STAND “"THE SCALDERS"

..............
............

.........



FROM SHIP TO SHIP IN A ROATIWATN'S ~HAIR

THE MIGHTY MARINES

“THAL HAL

CAPTAIN KELLEY IN -
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BACK TO THE STATES AT LAST, BEING GREETED BY GINNY SIMMS
SINGING “OH, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING”
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