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FREFACE

*

Men who go to war live strongly during every day of their anxiety and peril
What they experience both in joy and in sorrow strikes deep roots into their
hearts and minds. War makes memories.

Following the collapse of Germany and the ultimate surrender of Japan,
members of our Battalion began to think back over the war and the part they
played therein.

The mental and physical release brought on by peace helped them to recall
the many and varied incidents that typified their military days.

They found themselves trying to remember in the proper sequence where
they had been and the outstanding events connected with each location. Some
saved snapshots while others compiled itineraries. In each effort the theme was
the same: to make a milestone in their memory of the events they would want to
remember and relate when they resarned home.

The natural outgrowth of all these individual endeavors was the compilation
of this Battalion History.

Once conceived the idea of a beautiful and permanent record required hard
work and skillful leadership. Special acknowledgement should be given the follow-
ing members of our Battalion who made major contributions toward the successful
publication of this volume: Edward Harris, James De Vita, Anthony Cocco, Danie!
Botkiss, William Ross, Joseph Schimmler, Donald Leach, Bob Becker, Donald
Walden and Leslie Williamson. To these and the many others who also helped
I offer the official thanks of the Battalion.

May this book be a cherished possession of every member of the 795th AAA AW
BN, that it foster and preserve many happy memories of our collective achieve-

ment in a great and victorious conflict.

JOHN D. BETLEY,
Lt. Colonel, CAC,
United States Army



The record of achievement in World War 11
of the 795th AAA AW BN, from the days of
its organization and training in the United
States, through battles in France and,Ger-
many, to its final deactivization and dis-

charge.
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We of the 795th AAA AW BN take this means of paying
tribute to those who honored the service of their country

with the supreme sacrifice. In commemoration of their
courage and nobility we humbly dedicate this book.
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Lr. Coroner Troras L. Boroat

I Li. Colonel Thomas L. Borom was a

native of Alabama. His civilian inter-
‘est was based on legal practice since
‘he had been an Attorney at Law prior
‘to his military service.

He graduated from the University of
Alabama where he studied law. In 1940
he was called into active duty.

Colonel Borom activated the 795th
AAA AW BN at Camp Stewart, Georgia,
‘on April 20, 1943. Under his command
the battalion went overseas.

In January of 1945 he left his organ-
‘ization and was transferred to the A-2
Section of the IX Air Defense Com-
mand.

SATTALION
COMMANDE

L. CoLoner Juriax A. WaLKER

Lt. Colonel Julian A. Walker was
born in Norfolk, Va., As a civilian he
practiced the art of farming, ranch op-
eration and organization.

He attended Virginia Polytechnical
Institute where he majored in Engi-
neering. His active service began Jan-
uary 6, 1941,

His initial responsibilities overseas
were with the 51st AAA Brigade, then
later he was transferred to the A-2 Sec-
tion of the IX Air Defense Command.

In January of 1945, Colonel Walker
became Battalion Commander of the
T95th AAA AW BN upon transfer out
of Lt. Colonel Thomas L. Borom.

(]

Lr. CoroneL Joux D. Bercey

Lt. Colonel John D. Betley was born
in Manchester, N. H. His civilian pro-
fession was that of an architect and
construction engineer.

He graduated from the University of
New Hampshire where he majored in
architecture. His call to active duty
came in 1940.

Colonel Betley was the Battalion
Executive Officer since activation in
April, 1943, and retained that position
until the cessation of hostilities in
Europe.

When Colonel Walker was transferred
to the IX Air Defense Command,

Colonel Betley assumed full command
of the Battalion.
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20 April 1943.

A search of Anti-aircraft Command files will reveal
the above date to be activation of the 795th AAA
AW BN (Sem.) On the same order it will be found

that Lt. Colonel Thomas L. Borom was given command
of the unit. His staff at the outset was composed of
Capt. John D. Betley, Executive Officer; 1st Lt. Winfred

G. Lee, Adjutant; 2nd Lt. Charles R. Randall, S2; Capt.
John N. Coombes, S-3; 2nd Lt. William G. Loventhal

S-4; 2nd Lt. Joheph D. Hale, MTO; and 2nd Lt
In addi-

tion, thirty-five officers were present for battery duties.

Charles E. Foster, Communications Officer.

A cadre of eighty-seven Enlisted Men from 467th
AAA AW BN (SP) were present.

The next six weeks were spent in training with officers
and cadre receiving instruction. Capt. John D. Betley,
Executive Officer, received his Majority in May of 1943.

During the first week of June, 900 men were re-
ceived.

Our Battalion got off to a good start in the Military
Training Program during the second week of June.
Highlight of this training was the winning of many
honors by various units. The Battalion Motor Pool
was adjudged excellent in care and maintenance of its
equipment. Three of the four batteries set new records
for anti-mechanized fire on the Camp Stewart firing
range. '

When mid-October saw an end to MTP -all were
given 15-day furloughs.

Early in November the Battalion shoved off for Ten-
nesse Maneuvers. The following six weeks were spent
simulating tactical setups. Constant moves and inces-
sant inspections plagued the unit until early January.

New Year’s of 1944 found the Battalion with orders
to report to Fort Fisher, North Carolina, for advanced
firing practice which lasted for seventeen days.

*

BATTALION HISTORY

The next station was Camp Butner, North Carolina,
with XIII Corps serving as our guardian.

On 9 March 1944 the Battalion left Butner for Camp
Myles Standish, Mass. Camp Myles Standish was the
Port of Embarkation where final preparations were
made for overseas shipment.

On 7 April the Battalion boarded the USS Susan B.
Anthony at Boston.

Ten days were required for the comparatively un-
eventful trip to Swansea, Wales.

After lying in Swansea harbor a day the unit was
unloaded after dark and placed on trains for the trip
to the next station at Leek, Staffs, England. Here
equipment was received and preparations made for our
first operational assignment. ’

On 1 May 1944 orders were recevied for the Battalion
to proceed to Cardiff, Newport, Penarth, Barry of
South Wales, where AA ‘defenses of the Bristol Channel
ports were_assumed. ™ This assignment covered the im-
portant days prior to Invasion and the first weeks after
D-Day.

Enemy planes were often over the area but unfortu-
nately were usually out of range, so “Hold Fire” orders
were given to automatic weapons.

On D-plus 16 this assignment ended.

Next in line was the movement to Christchurch,
Dorset, England, where provisions for the voyage to
Utah Beach on the* coast of France were completed.
Here all equipment and vehicles were given final
waterproofing prior to the movement into Southamp-
ton’s marshalling area.

The advance party left Southampton’s buzz-bomb in-
fested atmosphere in time to reach the coast of France
on 13 July 1944. The main Body of the Battalion in
command of Major Betley followed on 18 July, cross-
ing the channel on the Duke of Wellington, a British
Shlp.




oing operational little time was lost. Our first
t took the entire Battalion to Airstrip A-8,
base, the first Fighter Strip established on the
ent.  Shortly afterwards the Batteries spread out
Airstrips 4 and 7 in the same locality.

| occasions enemy planes were engaged but in the
ce of searchlights it was impossible to tell the
e inflicted.

ext move took the Battalion to Cherbourg in de-
of port installations and Airstrip 15.

" and “D” Batteries were first to give up these
itions for new posts two miles west of Cherbourg
storic Fort De Querquiville.

“This partnership lasted until September when “C”
tery hustled off to defend the airstrip at Lessay
ile “D” Battery went on down the peninsula to take
delense of a B-26 base at Periers.

On 15 September the Battalion started movements
‘which brought all units to Utah Beach. This stay at
‘the Beach was a return to the spot where we first
‘touched French soil months before.

- Here we came under the control of ther5Ist AAA
Brigade, commanded by Brigadier General Charles C.
Curtis. This association was to last for the duration of
the war.

In order to join the new Brigade a 400-mile trip was
required. Two shuttles were necessary to complete this
movement.

“B” and “D” Batteries were first off, with Vitrey-
le-Francois and its vital railroad bridges as the objective.
The movement and setting up of the two-batrery de-
fense was complete before the month ended.

“A” and “C” Batteries were next to make the long
haul from the Beach. The defense of Bar-le-Duc’s
bridges was their assignment. Battalion Headquarters
took up residence in an old chateau.

for operational control while IX Air Defense Com-
mand remained in charge of administrative affairs.

A new move started on 25 October when “A”, “B”
and “C” Batteries along with Battalion Headquarters
went to Toul for defense of Airstrips 90, 96 and 98.

D Battery moved on up to Azelot, east of Nancy, to
defend Airstrip 95, then the most forward field in use
by the Allies.

The defense of these installations for two months

Late in October the Battalion went to the Third Army

~1

was the longest any units of this Battalion remained in
one spot since leaving Camp Stewart.

While here enemy aircraft were engaged many times
though the absence of searchlights again made it im-
possible to determine exact damages in all cases. Claims
were filed by all Batteries.

It was here that the “Latrine Screen” made its initial
appearance. This Battalion paper, dealing in gossip
about all members, was received enthusiastically by the
widely separated Battalion.

With the old year coming to an end the Battalion was
again on the move.

“A” Battery went from Airstrip 90 to Airstrip 98
where a two-battery defense with “B™ Battery was in-
stituted.

“C” Battery went from Airstrip 96 to Commercy for
defense of highway and rail bridges.

“D” Battery went from Airstrip 95 to LeRouville to
take up defense of rail bridges and switch yards.

New Year’s Eve was celebrated in style by “C” and
“D” batteries which opened up on enemy aircraft one
minute past midnight. Absence of searchlights again
hampered activity but “D” Battery entered a claim for
destroyed enemy aircraft.

By this time Battalion Headquarters had moved into
quarters at Commercy and along with “C” and “D”
Batteries reverted to the IX Air Defense Command.
“A” and “B” Batteries, however, remained under con-
trol of the Third Army.

The New Year got off to a fast start with “C” Battery
sweeping into the front as the “movingest” battery in
the Battalion. At the end of the month, “C” was en-
gaged in defending Verdun. “A” Battery was granted
an “Aircraft Destroyed” claim entered in November

Lt. Colonel Thomas L. Borom, our Battalion Com-
mander, was placed on duty late in the month of De-
cember with the A-2 section of IX Air Defense Com-
mand. Lt. Col. Betley assumed command of the Bat-
talion. Another change among the top brass was Major
Burt N. Singleton’s leaving for the 776th AAA AW
BN (Sem) as well as Major Thornton who previously
commanded the 151st Operational Detachment.

When late in January “A” and “B” Batteries were
released from operational control by the Third Army,
the Battalion was again under the IX Air Defense
Command.

February found the Battalion training sixty-three re-
placements who had come from other combat outfits.



These men having been wounded were to replace men
we were to furnish the Infantry.

Also in February seventeen outposts, the forward eyes
and ears of the Battalion, were in operation with wire
and radio communication linking them to their batteries.

In March our organization was often on the move.

“A” Battery started out at Airstrip 98 but went from
there to Landres, France, to defend a railhead. Their
stay here was brief as in mid-March they were defend-
ing the steel mills of Differdange, Luxembourg. Their
last assignment that month was to defend the bridges
of Luxembourg City.

“B” Battery’s work was to defend the bridges in

Conflans, France, at the start of the month and to do
a similar job in Thionville, France, the latter part of
the month.

Split battery defenses were inaugurated with “C”
Battery’s First Platoon starting out at Abacourt while
the Second Platoon held forth at Jean-de-lize with both
in defense of railheads. “C” Battery sent the Second
Platoon from Jean-de-lize, France, to Althus, Belgium,
with a railhead holding the spotlight. The First Pla-
toon ended the month at Uckange, France, defending
a gasoline depot.

“D” Battery was the first to send guns into Germany
with the Second Platoon finishing the month in Apach,
which sets on the border of France, Germany, and
Luxembourg. Before crossing the Moselle for Apach
the Second Platoon shared assignments at Le Rouville
early in the month, then moved on to the ammunition
railhead at Baroncourt which was forsaken ultimately
for the Differdange, Luxembourg, steel mills, Battery
Headquarters and the First Platoon ended the month
outside Luxembourg City in defense of Airstrip 97.

Battalion Headquarters during this period went from
Flirey to Norroy-le-Sec, France, to Differdange, Luxem-
bourg, and wound up the month at Luxembourg City.

During this period the Battalion Band, the Ackadets,
was formed.

Frequent movements continued throughout April
with the Battalion taking many stations in following
the armies across Germany.

“A” Battery commenced the month in Luxembourg
City. Early in the month “A” moved to Airstrip 74 just
outside Frankfort-on-Main. Shortly after taking up posi-

tion here two gun sections were sent to the Leipzig
area for defense of an Eighth Air Force radio station.

When “B™ Battery started” moving the First Platoon
pulled out of Thionville to take up defense of bridges
in the German city of Saarburg. The Second Platoon
took a similar mission at Merzig, Germany. End of the
month found “B” joining with “A” in the defense of
Alirstrip 74.

“C" Battery continued with split-battery operation
when the First Platoon left Uckange, France, to defend
a gasolene depot at Ehrange, Germany. The Second
Platoon relinquished its task at Haute-Yutze, France,
to join in defense of bridges in Trier, Germany. The
battery ended the month at Oppenheim in defense of
Rhine River bridges.

“D” Battery remained the greatest exponent of split-
battery defense with the First Platoon starting the
month out of Luxembourg City at Airstrip 97 while
the Second Platoon continued holding forth at Apach.
Early in the month, First Platoon guns went to Saur-
lautern where they staged a 46-hour defense of that
booby-trapped city’s bridges. Second Platoon guns
journeyed from Apach to make a longer stay at Saar-
brucken. Both platoons next joined in taking up de-
fense of rail and highway bridges at Bad Munster.
Month’s end found the battery joined with “C” in de-
fense of the President Roosevelt Bridge over the Rhine
at Oppenheim. This bridge was completed just after
the President’s death. '

= -
Battalion Headquarters traveled from Luxembourg
City to Trfer, Germany, to end the month at Oppen-
heim.

During the month word was received from General
Eisenhower’s headquarters that units of the Battalion
had been awarded bronze battle stars for work in the
Normandy Campaign and the Battle of Northern
France.

Major Howard K. Ulvenes came over from the 481st
AAA AW BN (Sem) as S-3 while Major Donald §.
Thornton replaced him at the 4§1st.

With the month of May and the end of the European
war came a period of relaxation, with passes and fur-
loughs available to many. The month of June proved
to be a month of inspections and decorations. We were

Continued on Page Ten
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completely victorious in our “Battle of Inspections,”
receiving excellent commendations.

After Lt. Colonel Betley returned from attending the
“Instructor Trainer Course” in Cite Universitaire in
Paris, he trained forty-one potential teachers. Ist Lt
Randall also attended the same school, taking the “In-
formation and Education Course.” Upon his super-
vision the unit school was-established and early in July
first classes were started with an enrollment of over 300
men availing themselves of the opportunity of further
schooling.

The active work of our Special Service Section after
hostilities ceased saw to it that a good number of our
men each month visited such places as Paris, Brussels,
London, Luxembourg, Chamonix and the French
Riviera. In September pass quotas were cut with an

10

increased number of high point officers and men being
taken from the organization for the homeward trip.

Recount of points as of V-] Day found the Battalion
point average near the 70 mark.

To most of us those days from when the war was
over till we spotted the New York skyline seemed like
a lifetime. In the victory in Europe we can take con-
siderable pride and satisfaction that our assignment en-
abled us to effect part of that victory.

Speaking for our Battalion Commander, Lt. Colonel
John D. Betley, I wish to extend to each and every
member of the organization his appreciation for your
exemplary work and outstanding devotion to duty and
the very best of luck, health and happiness in the years
to come. :
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THIE 407

The weight of the 40mm Automatic Gun M-1, and gun carriage M-2, is 5,549 pounds. In the position as
shown above, the overall length is 18 feet 9% inches, the overall height is 6 feet 714 inches, and the overall width
is 6 feet. The maximum elevation of the barrel is 90 degrees, and the maximum depression is a minus 6 degree:

at gun level, and with jacks is a minus 11 degree.

This fire unit is equipped with remote-control system M-5. It uses a M-1 oil gear unit; 60-cycle, 115 volts,
and a 3-conductor power cable 225 feet long. It also is equipped with a M5 director, and a generating unit

M-5, not shown above.

In establishing correct functioning of this fire unit, a 11 man crew is maintained, including a chief of section,
who is directly responsible for the maintenance and general supervision of the fire unit and crew.



g
.
e
5
5
Lo

4
|

M5

The M-51 quadruple 50 calibre machine gun mount as shown above, is a calibre 50 machine gun fire unit
of four guns, which can deliver heavy and accurate fire the instant it is needed. The trailer carriage is an M-7

generator trailer, mounting a power-driven mount.

This fire unit is operated by a four man crew, who ride the carriage in positions ready to fire. Provision is
made for carrying 5,000 rounds of calibre 30 ammunition, spare barrels, and tools, in addition to small arms, hand
grenades, smoke bombs. and other auxiliary equipment, It has an approximate weight of 8,000 pounds, the over-

all length is 190 inches, the overall width is 96 inches.

The squad leader of this fire unit is in full charge of the weapon, and training of personnel under him. He

is also responsible for the employment of the section, and the execution of its mission.

14
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COMMENDATIONS

*

HEADQUARTERS
FIRST UNITED STATES ARMY
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

APO 230
9 May 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation.

TO: Brigadier General Edward W. Timberlake, Commanding General, 49th AAA Brigade.

1. As we come to the close of our victorious campaign in Europe, I wish to express to you and through
you to officers and men of your command, my deep appreciation for the loyalty, courage, and professional skill
with which the 49th Brigade had performed its combat duties.

2. 49th AAA Brigade anti-aircraft units landed on the beaches of Normandy early on June 6 and rapidly
established a concentration of anti-aircraft unparalled in density in any previous military operation, preventing the
enemy from seriously damaging any military installation or interrupting the flow of men and material so vital
to the success of this operation. On the beaches many anti-aircraft automatic weapons were committed in a
ground role to neutralize the heavily fortified artillery position which had escaped the destructive effect of the
naval bombardment. In a role new to them, employing lightly armored weapons, and suffering heavy casualties,
the gun crews performed this mission with exemplary fortitude.

3

3. From the moment contruction was begun on the first airfield in France, 49th AAA Brigade units provided
the anti-aircraft defense, and continued throughout the operations on the Continent to provide protection for the
tactical airfields in the Army area. At no time in the entire operations was our aircraft damaged on the ground
at any airfield defended by your Brigade. On 28 March, the 49th Brigade assumed responsibility for the anti-
aircraft, river and local ground security defenses of all bridges across the Rhine in the First Army sector. You
accomplished this mission in an outstanding manner, no bridge being out of operation at any time due to enemy

air action.

4. Your own driving leadership, technical skill and personal courage have won the respect of all who lave
observed the outstanding results you obtained. Your record of 1271 enemy aircraft destroyed or probably des:
troyed speaks well for the high state of alert and the superior training your Brigade received.

5. 1 desire to commend you or your outstanding achievements and to extend to you and to the 49th AAA

Brigade my personal best wishes for continued success.
/s/ Courtney H. Hodges,

COURTNEY H. HODGES,
General, United States Army,
Commanding.




1st Inp.

ADQUARTERS 49th AAA Brigade APO 758, U.S. Army, 25 June 1945.
: Commanding Officer, 795th AAA AW Bn.

~ As a representative of the Brigade as a whole, I am gratified and proud to transmit this commendation to the
officers and men of the 795th AAA AW Battalion, who earned it on the field of battle. Your Command served
‘as a part of the 49th AAA Brigade from:

17 July 1944 to 2 August 1944,

E. W. TIMBERLAKE,
Brigadier General. US. Army,
Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS
51st ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY BRIGADE
A-C7
APO 654, U S Army

1 May 1945
SUBJECT: Commendition.

TO: Commanding Officer, 795th AAA AW Bn, APO 654, U S Army. (Thru: Commanding Officer 92nd
AAA Group) g
1. The .Commanding General is pleased to inform you that the Brigade Motor Inspection Team has rated
your motor transportation and maintenance “SUPERIOR” at inspection conducted for April 1945,

2. It is very seldom that this Team headed by Captain Stevens has ever adjudged transportation better than

“Excellent” and his reports show that the activity is receiving proper command supervision and that the Motor
Officer and his section are rendering outstanding performance of duties.

CHAS. C. CURTIS
Brigadier General—USA
Commanding

HEADQUARTERS
IX AIR DEFENSE COMMAND

APO 638, US Army

17 May 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation.

TO: Commanding Officer, 795th AAA AW Bn, APO 654, US Army.

1. The report of an Administrative Inspection made by Lt. Col. H. V. Atkins, on 6 April 1945, contains the
following remark: “At the time of this inspection the unit had just completed a move to a new location. It
was noted with approval the high state of efficiency and organization existing in the battalion twenty-four (24)
hours after the move had been completed.”

2. This evidence energetic thought and preplanning on the part of you and your staff and close cooperation
on the part of all members of your organization. Modern warfare is one of movement and those who can meet
its demands with a minimum of confusion have gained superior advantages.

3. It gives me great personal satisfaction to be able to commend you and your Battalion for outstanding
organization efficiency.

WILLIAM L. RICHARDSON
Brigadier General, USA.
Commanding,



HEADQUARTERS
BATTERY

Ist Lt. Josern D. Hacre Frank Kizior Patrick GRIFEIN
Battery Commander 1st Sergeant Battery Clerk
1]
» I: am

Headquarters Section of Headquarters Battery

Our birthday, May 21, 1943, was beautiful. Most of us
were Pennsylvanians, a few from the Middle West, a
handful from the Far West. After getting off the train
we were lined up near the gates of Camp Stewart, Georgia,

where we were greeted by a corporal and marched into
our barracks nearly two miles away.

Each individual was assigned a bed in a certain barrack.
“Fall out” and “Fall in” were the words most impressive.
For two weeks we were in quarantine. Shots in the arm,
in the back, shots for typhus, malaria, measles, colds, scarlet
fever. No idleness between shots. Fall out for new rifles,
for clothing, for equipment. Only after two weeks of this

22
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confinement were we finally liberated and given the privilege
of looking over the camp, the gates, and the great outside.

Time dragged, but a training schedule was posted on all
bulletin boards. A Headquarters Section was formally put into
gear. A headquarters battery or company is normally the Mother
Battery of a Battalion. It feeds, clothes, and heals. It main-
tains the Battalion. In this battery is a section called the Head-
quarters Section.

The purpose of this narrative is to relate the story of the
Headquarters Section.

Because time flows so swiftly that many corrections and
changes always have to be made, we waive the usual chrono-
logical order of events and commence at random with this brief
sketch of memories in behalf of our Section.

Two weeks in camp and already we can single out an early
chow-hound. S/Sgt. Ames reports punctually at 11:40 for his

noon victuals.

His hands are full distributing clothing, equipment, etcetera,
and he must eat early to get back to the Supply Room. A
big fellow, a great speaker (“All together, boysi™), not too
slovenly; but report to him a day before the regular salvage day

for shoe repairs and you get the most fatherly Hell in the cutest
manner.

Sergeant Ames carried the supply department with no
changed mixture in policy. Perhaps you lost a shirt or a
short and a statement of charges faced you. A fraternal word
with him always did the most good.

A great soul, he was unfortunately lost to us six months later,
a week before the close of maneuvers in Tennessee. Off the
records, the last we heard of him was when he reported to the
Medics with a supposedly sore back. Sitting in the reception
room of the Medics with his baggage he was suddenly called
into the chamber for an interview. With two duffle bags
full of clothes, and equipment weighing roughly 150 pounds,
he walked into the Medic inner sanctum narrating his diag-
nosis of a sore back. Rumor or otherwise, this was the closing
chapter on S/Sgt. Ames. He never returned. Never wrote.

A lad named J. E. Laxon from Denver, assisting Sgt. Ames,
fell heir to the latter’s job. Attentive, efficient, inimitably
humorous, athletic, peace loving, taking over the job with the
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ease of an oldtimer, S/Sgt Laxon carried the supply burden
ably assisted by an Armorer Corporal Faraone, Alfred, prob-
ably the biggest-hearted fellow in the outfit. Alfred was a small
arms specialist, a good man in any capacity and at one time
sanitary board member during Tennessee Maneuvers.

Corporal Faraone, Pecker Poynton, Andrew Sedar, Tom
Sipply, and John Rabbets comprised the Board of Sanitation.
The two-hole jobs were a pride to the Battery. Sanitary condi-
tions during the maneuvers were always given an excellent
mark by inspecting teams. This was thanks to Captain Nuwer,
our Commanding Officer, who was most particular about clean
rifles and clean latrines. It was also he who manipulated an
extra three days of furlough for the Battery. ¢

Captain Nuwer goes into our history as the man who first
opened our path to military life. He gave us basics and always
upheld the morale of the boys. Truly it was bereavement day
when he left the Battery to take over S-4 and later head the
advance party to England.

Our Ist Sergeant, Lloyd Gail of Winnetka, Illinois, carried
the burden for the Battery. Fair and square to all, Sgt Gail
had the sections in good working order at all times. We were
on the Normandy beach when he left us in favor of detached
service on the Red Ball Express..

Time passed and Gail never returned to the helm. An aggres-
sive, persistent, and personable young Chicago and Missouri boy
took over the Ist Sergeant department. Sgt. Kizior, flawless
as a go between the Officers and Enlisted Men, ably directed
his functions. Unlike many in his position he was the opposite
of ruthless, ready to serve his men at any time of day or night.

Before his promotion to the topkick job he headed the Motor
Pool.

Incidently the Motor Pool won more honors at Camp Stewart
than any other organization in history. Lt. Hale, the MTO of
the Battalion, whipped up a crew which received commenda-
tions from some mighty big people in the States and in the ETO.

After Capt. Nuwer left we were commanded by scholarly
Capt. Gross, but he also soon departed, for Paris and the Red
Ball Express.

When Lt. Hale took over the reins of the Battery his ability
in the Motor Pool again asserted itself. He was always “one
of the boys.” Any personal problem could be solved by a visit




is office which was open to anyone day or night.
s biggest headache was when he couldn’t do

sh for the boys.

e could always walk up to him for a favor and
. Once an enlisted man himself, he knew the en-

Andrew Sedar, Battery Carpenter, and the late John-
n were flawless in their business. When Andy
n't on his job as carpenter he was busy cutting hair
the boys. A few months before V-E Day he left
for England. Johnson was a crackerjack of a ‘super-
‘numerary, never failing when needed.

. This was proven in Christ-=Church, England, on a
7 airstrip when a plane crashed on attempting to
e off. Johnson, together with Sgt. Floody, Sgt.
nington, and Corporal Felzer, happened near and
to the rescue of the pilot in the burning plane
oaded down with bombs and ammo. The explosion
of a bomb sent all these men to the hospital. Johnson
rallied nicely, spent some time in bed, but then suddenly
passed away.

~ Al Cordas and Ed Polerecki, handy men in the
Kitchen, alternated on the gruesome task of maintaining
kitchen facilities. The former was a cool, quiet man
who on days off indulged in weight lifting, gymnastics,
and psychology. The latter was financier for the outfit.
On good Polo one could always depend for a loan up
to a hundred dollars. He was noted as the hardest
worker in the organization.

Corporal Pat Griffin took over as Battery Clerk
during maneuvers in Tennessece. His services under
three different commanding officers proved satisfying
to all. As a mail clerk, he of course sorted Griffin’s
mail first.

Corporal Sykes, the scholarly gent from Pennsylvania,
was noted for his ever constructive criticism. When it
came to examinations either oral or written Sykes always

copped highest honors. His duties ranged from the
Motor Pool to operations. He was never happy until
he had committed himself.

Corporal Roberts, -an illustrious young fellow, found
security in his job as Battery personnel clerk. Although
his duties in keeping the service records and payroll
up to date gave him little chance to leave the office,
he never failed to get out with the boys on their famous
week-end passes. With a cautious and even tempera=
ment Roberts maintained his clerical job with great
dignity.

Billy Dixon, from Chicago, left an unrivalled record
as assistant to the Chaplain. His behaviour in a chapel
was just as splendid as during the festivities of the
Battery. Billy was a good boy all around. Having heard
of an outstanding Chaplain’s Assistant in the Brigade,
we requested and received the one and only Billy Dixon.

Fresh from the front lines and sporting a Purple
Heart, .utility engineer George Hicks joined us in
France. He proved invaluable not only to our section
but to the Battery as a whole. When we moved on
the river Rhine, Joe Slazinskie also joined up. Joe and
George were inseparable companions and with Scotto
tagging along concocted the idea of an EM social club,
the Ten Gallon Club which did more for this Battery
than everything else that was tried.

At its birth the club had Joe Degutis as president, a
man with twenty-six years of service under his belt.
A picture is 1000 words, and to give an idea of what
sort or character he was, one would need a photograph.
His accent was fairly foreign—and he knew how to
“blow de top.” A regimental tailor at one time and
confidentially rated as the best tailor in the United
States Army, it was said that his first company com-
mander was General Marshall.

Later on the Special Service Department will give
us a better insight to the Ten Gallon Club.
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ADMINISTRATION

M/Set. Joun D. MEeabows

The administrative section was composed of the Adjutant,
the Sergeant Major, and two clerks. Our main function
was two-fold, to carry out the orders of the Battalion Com-
mander and perform the leading administrative work. This
was always done in as excellent a fashion as possible. An-
other of its duties was basically to administer to the line
batteries and to receive and pass on all orders from higher
headquarters.

Since activation of the 795th, there has been a total of
nine adjutants. In the early days Lt. Lee as adjutant was
instrumental in getting the outfit into shape at Camp Stewart.
His comparatively short stay ended when Lt. Groger took
over for the rest of our stay at Stewart.

Next in line was Lt. Moses, whose civilian background
fitted him excellently for the position. However, he also
remained but a short time. Lt. Pettigrew came fresh from
Officer Candidate School. Having been a First Sergeant he

‘was admirably equipped as adjutant.

Shortly before we left for overseas Lt. Randall was in-
stalled in his place. Never an envious job, it was even worse

at such a time, but his tireless efforts helped greatly in getting

the outfit across. Due to illness Lt. Randall left us soon
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Sar. Fraxcis C. O'KeerE

T/5 Donarp H. LeacuH

after we arrived in England and was replaced by Lt. Hansen,
later to become Battery Commander of A Battery.

In England Lt. Hansen regrouped and reorganized the
795th in preparation for the part it was to play in the battle
against Germany.

From the e;n'ly days of our combat to final victory, Lt.
Loventhal was our adjutant. He was with us during the
campaigns in France, Luxembourg, and Germany, carrying
on in such commendable fashion that he earned the Bronze
Star. A hard-working and likeable officer, “Bill” was re-
spected by every one in the outfit.

The ninth adjutant was Lt. Rooney whose job it was to
return the organization home as speedily and with as litde
confusion as it arrived overseas. We all know that he did

this superbly well.

The rest of the administrative section remained completely
intact throughout our travels. Sergeant Major was M/Sgt.
John D. Meadows from Pawtucket, Rhode Island. ™ As the
adjutant’s right hand man he never tired of the many and
complex problems he had to face.

Sgt. O'Keefe and T/5 Leach, both from Philadelphia, de-
serve great praise for “their many fine contributions to the
progress of our section.



T/Scr. Josepn M. NextTwWICH

“Have that message repeated, it's not coming out! Get
more information! Find out the exact coordinates! Send

this to all gun sections by ‘Hot Loop. Come in, Site 5!
Action stations! Plot, Sugar, 4561 West 6.000, 51"

These were all common expressions that one would hear
bellowed by the member of the intelligence and AAAIS
Sections. The latter was the responsibility of the Intelligence
Section as it dealt with the early warning of aircraft,

The mission of Intelligence was varied insofar as it gathered,
investigated, and forwarded all information conccrning the
enemy to higher headquarters for computation. It dissemi-
nated all pertinent facts and information to all members or
responsible personnel of this command. Nothing was ever
taken for granted. The when, where, how, and why of it
had to be recorded in every detail. Usually they got what
they wanted out of every investigation.

The AAAIS Section was the eyes and ears of the Battalion
insofar as giving early warning of enemy aircraft was con-
cerned. This was accomplished by an early warning net of
communications of both phone and radio that the men used
at outposts when they saw, or with radar plotted, the approach
of enemy aircraft. ‘This net carried the information to each
gun in the Battalion. Each gun crew knew in an instant
when a plane entered the 40-mile radius which could be
plotted and was ready to open fire.

Crr. Tronas |, GaFrey

Crr. WiLLiasr J. ScHrarM

The AAAIS Section was composed of eight corporals and
eight private; who were commended innumerable times for
their magnificent spirit and accomplishments. They were
Corporals Templin, Recla, Moore, Hoffman, Mifkovich, Cor-
nett, Sykes, and La Bate, and Pfcs. Patterson, Burns, David,
Cweik, Koumatra, Luna, and: Munn.

Capt. John N. Coombes was Battalion Intelligence Officer.
T/Sgt. Joseph M. Nentwich was Intelligence NCO through-
out the days of operations which began on the beaches of
Normandy and terminated in Germany.

Cpl. Thomas Gaffey and Cpl. Bill Schramm controlled the
detail of the Intelligence Section with untiring efforts and
perfection.

Since activation and through the long two and a half years
as a unit this section had approximately fifty men come and
go. Some were called to the Infantry in the middle ot
January, 1945, others were taken out to attend schools, while
some were lost because of injuries. Despite the fact new
men were brought in to replace those who left, they were
quickly trained in their new jobs and usually attained per-
fection in a short time.

The men in the Intelligence and AAAIS Sections were com-
mended several times by Inspecting Generals and Colonels
from higher headquarters for the efficiency and thoroughness
that prevailed throughout.




OPERATIONS

~
T/Scr. Joun FerzEr

T/Ser. MerLe B. Banks

In Camp Stewart and during the ‘days of maneuvers the
3 Section was known as “Plans and Training,” being
mainly responsible for turning Mr. Civilian into GI Joe,
J. S. Army. It accustomed us to the change from sports
slacks and white shirts to flat khaki.

We can all remember when as Sad Sacks we stood at the
‘train station and had our names called by a stern Pfc. He
‘was doing that for the Operations Section in order to find
out how many of us had gone AWOL during the first fcw
thours of our Army Career.

Next day we were awakened by another Pfc., this one
“huge and menacing, at 0530, and we snapped to order. Reason
for this was that Plans and Training had set up a schedule
for training Mister Civilian, rigid and comprehensive enough
to make fairly decent soldiers of us all. All we went through
‘could be thus blamed on P & T.

Our department hummed from early morning till late at
night working out training schedules for each section, select-
ing instructors, and giving the text to be followed. Each

ur of the day was set aside for a special subject, giving

a routine that often became boring from much repetition.
Yet that’s the only way to make soldiers.

By undergoing efficient training the 795th always main-

tained a well rounded out organization with each man know-

g his job so well that all” departments were perfectly co-
dmatcd at all times.

After we were settled in England and given a mission, the
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Ser. Warren H. Konr

P & T Section destroyed its old shingle in favor of a new one,
Operations. As such we controlled the gun positions, made
reconnaissance, supervised the field of fire, and did the neces-
sary drafting and surveying for the batteries. When a new
position was to be taken, maps would be pulled out of file
and pin pointed. Later various men from the section would
travel to the pin points they had made to review the situation
and see if the selections made on the map were suitable for
the guns. Some men became so expert that in reading maps
they could almost tell vou in a short time the color of the
dirt in a certain locality.

During the days of operations in the fields of France,
Belgium, and Germany, the S-3 Section had many trying
experiences but always came through with its mission accom-
plished.

Major Burt Singleton was S-3 before and after we arrived
overseas. In January of 1945 he was transferred to another
organization and was replaced by Major Don Thornton who

remained until late in April. He in turn was followed by
Major Howard Ulvenes.

T/Sgt. Merle Banks was Operations NCO, T/Sgt. John
Fetzer was Master Gunner or Draftsman, and Sgt. Warren
Kohl was Chief Clerk.

Through the early efforts of this section the 795th proved
itself an outstanding organization in the field. The men
were so well trained and worked so efficiently that the whole
Battalion was rated superior by inspecting officers and gen-
erals from higher headquarters.



PUIPPLY

S/Ser. CHarLEs KinBraL

Ser. Toxy

GEORGE Crr. Janes B, Tronas
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To feed, clothe, and supply a battalion of men is a tre-
mendous and often thankless task. A battalion supply officer
must see that job is done in all kinds of weather. Upon
Captain Nuwer and his staff of twelve men fell the respon-
sibility of providing everyone with everything and anything
necessary for complete and efficient operation.

Because supply depots in many cases were several hundred
miles away, this was indeed quite a job. However, it was
the policy of our section always to have the needed stuff at
the right place at the right time. Ours never became work
of having too little, too late.

King-pin of the office was Captain Nuwer, who made up
in aggresiveness what he lacked in size. He was ably assisted
by T/Sgt. George Barth, S/Sgt. Charles Kimbral, Sgt. Frank
Tiller, Cpls. Tony George, Jim Thomas, Bob Klinger, Mike
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Graham, and Pfcs. Louis Ivan, Stanley Gregorek, Edwin
Milewski, and Vincent Taraba.

Our supply resembled a civilian enterprise more than any
other office in the outfit. The procuring and distribution
of supplies by the fastest and most economical means was
the watchword. Often it was necessary to make deliveries
daily to batteries spread out from 20 to 50 miles.

In these circumstances transport became a tremendous prob-
lem. Regardless of mud, rain, snow, ice, or floods the men
had to get what they needed in order to perform their duties.
The ammunition section did an excellent job in “passing the
ammo.” Each round had to be accounted for. Whenever a
gun section put in a request for ammo, no matter the diffi-
culties, it was delivered.

Largely through the efforts of this section our organiza-
tion was able to carry on and do its bit toward making the
world a better place in which to live.
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Lr. Kennera V. Woob

- COMMUNICATIONS

S/Set. Epcar PENNINGTON

.*z

“Enemy plane coming in, Sir, eighteen miles NE.” “Call
the guns. Action stations.” “D Battery lines out” “Get
‘em on the ball and have it fixed toot sweet.” Here we go
again . . . radios howling, telephones ringing, switchboards
buzzing, wire-laying in the snow, mud, rain, and heat; OP’s
to put out, move and bring in, radios to fix, operations to
set up and man, all grades of brass giving orders, inspecting
and asking questions. . .

You could go nuts, but that’s one of the penalties of being
a communications man. From Camp Stewart to Illisheim,
Germany, none of us will forget the way we dashed around
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training the gun sections, not to forget their phones when
they pulled out of their positions. Going to code classes,
getting out of basic training hikes, going wild on maneuvers
trying to lay all the wire before orders came down to move
and then picking it all up again.

We got rid of all our equipment at Camp Butner only
to have more tossed at us in England. More than before.
We went on advance party to Cardiff and Newport, Wales,
to lay in all communications in a driving rain. We took off
from southern England for France not knowing where we
would be dropping our next line.



Ser. LAwreNce SE1Tz

Crr. LrewerLyn Browxn

Crr. Rosert Brack
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Cherbourg, France, and fishing with “Jerry grenades,” go-
ing on OP duty in the winter and laying those long cable
lines for them—all this we now remember. Then at long
last the end of the war with “beaucoup” champagne and
cognac available. Finally, the big sweat job, how many points
do you have, where do we go from here, and when do we
get home?

Our little communications tale would be incomplete if we
did not mention some of those who went through the ordeal,

keeping the section on the go.

Lt. Wood was our Communications Officer. Assisting him
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were many fine men, including T/Sgt. Floody who was
seriously wounded in England. He was one of the hardest
working and most efficient men in the whole Battalion. After
the loss of Sgt. Floody, T/Sgt Rower took over and did an
excellent job. With Rower were Sgts. Schmude, Pennington,
Seitz, and Weidman, Cpl. Brown, and Pyt. Nayavich. These
men maintained communications in all type of terrain and
weather. They performed their hazardous task in an ex-
emplary manner.

The Communications Section deserves praise and gratitude
for contributing so much to the successful completion of our
mission.







W.O. ( JG) Marvin Hecur

T/Ser. Norvan Drews

Ser. RUBEN STEINBERG
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In this section were [ive battery clerks, one classification
specialist, one Sergeant Major, one personnel adjutant, and
one file clerk. Its function was the recording of pertinent
information, maintainihg service records, qualification cards,
payrolls and allotments, and general data affecting the per-

sonnel of the Battalion.

Like most other sections the Personnel Office was organized
at Camp Stewart, by W/O Marvin Hecht, personnel ad-
jutant, and T/Sgt. Norman A. Drews, then a corporal. Mr.
Hecht was a native of New York. With our section from
start to finish he received superior ratings from higher head-
quarters. Sergeant Major Drews was from Wauwatosa, Wis-
consin. Shortly after V-E Day he was transferred to a unit
scheduled for redeployment to the Pacific, but the early
end of the war against Japan caused the cancellation of his
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orders. Norman went to the United States instead. A hard,
conscientious worker, he was well liked by all.

With the transfer of Drews, Rube Steinberg, from Wil
mington, Delaware, took over as Sergeant Major. Rube re-
ceived the Bronze Star, performing his duties as classification
specialist in such an outstanding manner that he gained the
confidence and respect of the entire Battalion.

Battery clerks who started out with the organization were
Bill Roberts, Headquarters Battery, from Punxsutawney, Paj
Homer Hill, “A” Battery, from_ Pawtucket, R. I.; Rube Stein-
berg, “B” Battery, from Wilmington, Del.; Ernest Bacon,
“C” Battery, from Atlantic City, Mo.; and Jesse Weaven
“D” Battery, from Shamokin, Pa.; Lloyd Rust, from Dallas;
Texas, was another of our classification specialists until just




prior to our coming overseas. We lost him at Camp
Standish through an accident while playing basketball.

Sidney Margasak, a Philadelphia GI, was responsible for
the records of “B” Battery. We lost his fine services just
before our return home, when he decided to take advantage
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of further schooling at one of England’s leading universities.
Owen C. Cantley took his place as “B” Battery clerk.

The efficiency and cooperation of this well organized sec-
tion, so important to our welfare, will be remembered by
us all.



Lr. Harry THoMPsON

T/Ser. WiLriam Kivkam

Set. Raymonnp Bauer
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Under the able supervision of Lt. Hale at Camp Stewart
was organized the Motor Transportation Section of our
Battalion.

While the trainees were undergoing basic training, a
drivers’ practice and maintenance schedule was maintained.
Due to this profitable training, which consisted of driving
under difficult conditions, such as blackout driving, going
over obstacle courses, maintenance and care, many qualified
drivers were developed.

Despite the countless inspections to which this section was
subjected, it always secured a superior rating.

As a semi-mobile organization the section consisted of 44
vehicles, namely, 23 one-ton trailers; 8 one-quarter ton trailers;
23 vehicles ‘consisting of 2V5 tons; 6x6 LWB cargo trucks;
7 vehicles consisting of % ton 4x4 weapon carriers; and 14
vehicles consisting of 4x4’s, commonly known as Jeeps. Of
these vehicles, one 214 ton and one % ton Jeep were assigned
to each battery under the supervision of a motor corporal,
who takes full responsibility for the respective vehicles in all
instances.

The headquarters section was responsible for the main-
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tenance of 10 one-quarter ton, and 19—25 ton vehicles. Al
motor corporal and five mechanics were in charge of these
vehicles. The total number of men in this section, including:
the letter batteries, was fifty-seven, each man doing a specitic
job. They proved themselves capable of solving all trans-
portation problems no matter how difficult.

We can remember when this Battalion was called upon to
supply 18—2Y ton vehicles to the Red Ball Express, an
outfit just then being organized. Their mission was to haul
freight and equipment to the forward area positions. It was)
during these trying times that drivers proved themselves
worthy of the praise they had received in the past. Many
times they were in the thick of battle, under the menace
of buzz bombs, enduring all types of terrain, and driving
in all kinds of weather. These truck drivers had a record:
of having hauled more freight and equipment than any twos
platoons of trucks. Our mission took us over the roads of
France, Belgium, and Germany, making it impossible for§
our drivers to get the rest they deserved. Gallons of
used on these trips went far over the million mark.

Never once did the motor section fall down on the jobs



Ser. Joux Uring

Ser. CARL SHIOCK
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Under the competent leadership of Lt. Hale, Lt. Thompson,
and T/Sgt. Kinkaid, the section came through all missions
with flying colors. Much praise is due Sgt. Bower, Sgt. Uling,
and Sgt. Shiock for their efforts in the maintenance and re-
pair of the vehicles.

Special mention should be made of the drivers. They
often bore the brunt of the work. Very often during tour
of inspections these men were complimented for the job they
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were doing in keeping their respective trucks in excellent
shape.

Without this smooth operation between the leaders and
personnel involved, a Battalion such as ours could never
have functioned as efficiently as it did. All thanks to the
leaders, mechanics, and drivers of our Motor Transportation
Section.

“Our Hero”

Pere Robpcers
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IHE MAN ON THE GUN

In memorial of greatness, so often we read,
of men that are famed, in history.
When paying homage to them, so often we pray,
For their lives they gave, with valor that day.
Within the scroll, of these listed dead, this hero
so great is found.
In scripture different, of praise, in tale, together
they are bound.
In reading of this hero, and his part well done,
Our hearts are inspired, by this
MAN ON THE GUN

When the sky is staged for a hostile act,

An alert is given, for the guns intact.

As orders are stressed, and obeyed on the run,
Ready on the job, is this

MAN ON THE GUN

Tho’ it takes every man, and his share he must give,
The gun elevated, with a target to rid,

With the sights aligned, and firing begun,

A task is started, for the

MAN ON THE GUN

The ranges given, the shells following thru,
Inscribed with the name, of our Red, White and Blue.
Amidst the smoke, peers brightly the sun,

With rays so proud, for the

MAN ON THE GUN

The shells ejected are tracer controlled,

They find their marlk, for their work is bold.
The enemy, whether he be father or son,

Is still the target, for the

MAN ON THE GUN

The targets are numerous, and types of all kind,

They come from hidden sources, and none stay hehind.
But once they've sighted, and zeroed from,

It’s inevitably doomed, by the

MAN ON THE GUN

Thus we have, this hero renowned,

Who dealt with death, when standing his ground,
For happy are they, their share they gave,
Enabling our flag for-ever to wave.

So let’s praise his courage and patience,

For his part in uniting nations.

And let’s not, ever, forgel what he’s done,

This honorable figure, the

MAN ON THE GUN

Written by Thomas Orlando, Battery “B”




Carr. Georce Muir
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Headquarters Section of "A" Battery

In a battery a Headquarters Section is that group which
is responsible for the adequate feeding, clothing, and admin-
stration of the organization. To facilitate execution of this
job the section is subdivided into several interdependent
groups that cooperate fully with each other.

Althought some of us would like to forget our war ex-
periences, many will want to relive in the years to come
those hectic days of 1944 and 1945. We will take pleasure in
refreshing old friendships, relaughing old jokes and inci-
dents. We will hereby attempt to preserve a few of those
events — and to recall some of those genuine characters who
helped to ease the load with their good humor.

Probably the most important ingredient in maintaining a
healthy and contented soldier is plenty of good chow. “A”
Battery was fortunate in having the personnel to come

across in this regard. S/Sgt. H. H. Doerste, commonly
known by his friends as “Herman,” was responsible for
the procurement and proper distribution of rations. Today
that he did a fine job is to put it mildly. Two boys who
supervised the preparation of our chow, Sgts. E. E. Ellis
and L. E. “Rumor Happy” Pladna, managed to keep the
boys well satisfied most of the time. That is certainly a
truly great accomplishment.

The rest of the mess personnel, Cpls. Hicks and Wolf,*
and Pfcs. Cohen, Dietrich, O'Connor, Strickland, all spent
endless hours over the hot stoves in order to keep us well-
fed. To the entire mess staff we owe a vote of thanks for
a difficult task completed.

In addition to feeding us, the above-mentioned men found

the initiative to come forward along other lines. Benny



Cohen and his confederate, Max Pomerantz, systematically

impoverished the Battery on pay day by proficient use of
the “galloping dominoes.” They will long be remembered

especially by those who suffered at their expense.

Lest we forget those who once served. but later departed,
we should mention Saroff, Greenberg, and Bluefield. The
effects of their mysterious concoctions will remain as indel-
ible impressions on the minds and stomachs of all who ever
stood in the chow line at Camp Stewart. That we survived
is a remarkable circumstance.

For our clothing, ammunition, and other supplies, we de-
ended on Supply Sergeant H. A. Tavlor and Cpl. R. 1.
p PPl g )
Perry. They were good providers, not only of needed mater-

ial, but of the superfluous as well. In visiting the supply
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room, the innocent soldier in search of a shoe string was often
set upon by the Supply Sergeant with a long tale derived from
the history of the Old West. The unfortunate procurer
of shoe strings, due to military courtesy, had to take it all
in, awe-inspired, and usually had to sneak out unnoticed,
often without his shoe strings. Cpl. Perry, because ot his
exacting and precise mannerisms, gained for himself a name
familiar to all members of the battery. Let us only say that
he was a mother to us all.

The Communication Section was composed of Sgts.
Timko and Freeman, Cpls. Dibble, Wooley and Pfcs. Bele-
sky, Barton, and Murphy. Under Timko’s leadership these
men did a real job of keeping us in contact with the right

parties. Their mission was not always easy, for during
many days back on the beaches they had to contend with



mines, going out at night to lay wire in dangerous terrain.
They did their work, and with Murphy’s laughing and
Dibble’s hollering, they managed to get some pleasure from
their duties.

S/Sgt. J. L. Prophett, Sgt. A. R. Barr, and Cpl. C. E.
Weigand were the boys who kept the guns shooting, and the
lights burning. “J. L.” and “Mole” spent many a cold,
miserable hour working on those 40’s and M-51s, seldom
calling on Ordnance for help. Weigand found time to draw
cartoons and make signs for the battery. The slow, easy
drawl and the wry smile of J. L. and the romantic tales of
the Mole will not soon be forgotten.

Under the able guidance of Cpl. Joe Piffer, the Motor
Pool managed to keep the trucks rolling over plenty of
territory. Piloting the trucks were Pfes. Ernest, Udut, Allen-
der, DeMarkis, and Licklider. Pfc. Peters took over when
Joe left. These boys were a pretty tough bunch. They
had to be, for many times they worked the clock around
with no sleep, driving through rain and mud to get supplies
and men where they were most needed.

In the office, pounding out twenty-two copies of every-
thing from higher headquarters, was Cpl. W. L. Reith, mail
clerk and typist. He managed to survive his duties in the
nerve-wracking presence of the character known as the Eirst
Sergeant. For this feat requiring the summoning of all his

strength, he should have been awarded a medal, for “en-
durance and outstanding bravery.”

Cpl. H. R. Hill, the Battery Clerk, saw that all service
records were in perfect order, and that all men were paid.
Many were his tasks, many the complaints, but few were the
thanks given him,

First Sergeant W. T. Isaly, better and more widely known
as the “Grouch,” managed to keep the boys from getting off
the beam. "He seemed to derive much pleasure in seeing
that every body was busily engaged in some enterprise no
matter how unimportant.

For nearly three years we lived almost like a huge family.
We all made many friends. May this brief outline serve
to remind us of our Army life in the civilian years ahead.
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We of Gun Site One would like to introduce some of the
men in our unit. Our Chief of Section throughout most
of our campaigns was Sgt. C. S. Blair who will best be re-
membered by those of us who served with him by his con-
stant promise of a quart of the best Scotch to each man
if Xmas of 45 didn’t find us back home —and what with
the price of Scotch.in those days at that.

“Gunner” Pelles who confidentially always wanted to be
an Army bugler but instead ended up in a gun section — c’est
la guerre—he will not be forgotten either. Two other
characters of our little family were “R. S.” Prewitt, procurer
of knick-knacks for the section, and Cpl. “Abie” Choudoir,
about whom the less said the better . . . like an eclipse
he’s something that comes around once in a hundred years
or so. C. H. Minarde and Arbogast, or “Bogey,” were the
section’s leading chowhounds but blamed it on the fact that
they were both just growing boys

Dependable Marley was still another of our boys and well
liked by everyone. Later he became our Chief of Section.
Van Wagner, who came to us by way of the Infantry .. .
Gunner Nelson, the biggest man in our section in every
way . . . Stalka, the best darn machine gunner and fisherman
in the outfit (if you didn’t believe it all you had to do was
ask him) . . . Cesnevar, our muscle man and mainstay
along with Breinich and his good nature . .. “Battle of
Brooklyn” Dantzler, by his admission the “hardest working
dern Rebel in the section” . .. “Mule” Gibson, a former
Red Ball Express driver, and Ritsema the allround man
. . . Hamilton, another who came from the Infantry . . .
Natale, our boy from Brooklyn and who loved “Dem Bums”
as well as the dominoes . . . Varneal Phillips, from the land
of the tall trees who later went on to become platoon leader

. . these made up Gun Site One.

With the passing of titme, as was the case with most units,
men came and left. In England we lost Elmer Lemlin, or
“Bugs Bunny” as he was called. He was indeed a one-man
Chamber of Commerce for the State of Montana. To all
our old members and those who finished with us, the very
best of health and happiness in the years to come!

i

74

< g

’

NN
. \\‘\\ RREL

785

e




49

GUN SITE.....

Ist Platoon “A” Battery

Our Chief of Section was Sgt. Evans, and with Reynolds
the gunner made quite a combination, particularly when it
came to spotting and capturing objects in the moonlight
during an alert for Kraut Paratroopers. Remember how
after a two-hour search one night all they came up with
was a bright shiny tin can. Remember also when Pepst
and DeGraba underwent their baptism of fire, and Pepst
got so excited in the confusion he put his steel helmet on
forgetting it was full of water—never a dull moment in our

group.

Bebdury was the section translater and chief procurer in
our travels through France, doing an excellent job. David-
son was a former Red Ball driver who allegedly made the
trees bend out of the way as he stepped along. Hammann
found out early in France that foxholes usually are filled with
water, especially after a rainstorm. Ostrewski was the sec-
tion hero and well liked by everyone in the Battalion. He
received the Bronze Star for heroism in action, Habart was
the ace woodchopper but in the early days took quite a
beating till he realized that it was less painful to hit the
wood instead of his leg. Davenport was the number one
“Sharpie” among the boys . . . rumor had it that he even
had creases in his socks.

“High Voltage” Saratz tried to harness 1000 volts of
electricity with his hands and vowed after he came out of
it never again. Gordon was a dependable guy who could
always be counted on to finish a job no matter how diffi-
cult. Fouche was always of the opinion that we accomplished
most while sleeping . . . and was always demonstrating.
He was without a doubt the Sleeping Beauty of the section.
Our leading letter writer was Louraine, a new man with a
good sense of humor,

To these men and the many others who were with our
section at one time or another, here’s wishing them good
luck and much happiness.
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Our boss was “Old Man” Ritterspach, a fellow who was
a great believer in Upper Sandusky, Ohio. “Indian” Frey
hailed from Denver. The fish stories he could tell were
terrific. Imagine catching fish with a club! Chief Gunner
Hopkins of Minersville, Pa., was known to us all as “Hoppy.”
He was a good little boxer in addition to the rest. That
left of his was atomic.

Jack “Jake” Gradwell gave the airlines a lot of business
by his trips back to England—and not strictly business trips
at that. Jake was our communications man. John Jaszewski,
number seven man from Winona, Minnesota, said that “All
Pennsylvanians are underground farmers.” Incidentally, Jass
could equal Frey in telling fish stories.

Range Setter “Dick™ Ellenberger insisted that Big Run, Pa.,
was really on the map. He was champion souvenir collector
from England to Germany. James Griffeth was just “Griff”
no matter what his job. He came from Saranac Lake, New
York. George Dodds will recall when he put a bag filled
with water in Ellenberger’s bed back in England. Dodds
was a genius in such things. His home's in St. Clair, Pa.

“Smiler” Spence was the quiet lad in our section. Joe
Byerick would rather face twenty Jerries than one Inspecting
Colonel, and once actually told a colonel just that. Harbart
and Hobbs got the credit for being two swell cooks. Hobbs
cooked for all of us; and Harbart ate what he cooked. John
Sweat and Joe Skwatt made a good machine gun team.
Both were from Pennsylvania.

Eddie Jaratz sure learned what GI Linament was like
when a guy like Sowa applied it. Ed Clark would rather
be an Infantryman than an Artilleryman, so he left to join
the Infantry. Joe Flarien, Dawson, Bogart, and Widergen
came to us as replacements from the 481st AAA AW BN,
and a swell bunch they all were. Gutcher, Tryon, and
Fishera were also replacements but later left our happy home

for various destinations. Those who joined us last were
Radtke, Grejda, Gray, and Hudson.

In all our ups and downs we had a section of which we
could be very proud.
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Our section went through most of its campaigns with
Sgt. Walter “Volto” Campbell as our dynamic chief. Under
him was Pfc. Roy Ashton who needed a block-buster to
wake up in the morning. Norman “Brown Eyes” Spencer
was a lover of Pomeroy, Ohio. Edwin “Governor” Roberts
was the sightseeing boy who couldn’t wait to get back to
America to do some more sight-seeing. Joseph “Negro”
Haag had a hard time making Pfc. because he wore his hat
on the wrong side of his head.

Sam Carson used to haunt the section with his act of
“Poko-Moko.” Ben Chambers, later the big hub at the
motor pool, claimed he was the main cog in the section.
Eugene Raymond, better known as “Bed Sore,” was the
chief machine gunner. He certainly loved to press his

blankets.

Markus Ramiriz, who came from the 102 nd Infantry Divi-
sion, looked in the mirror one day and said he was getting
better looking all the time. He had us in an uproar over
the remark. John “Toothless” Tully was the comedian who
acted more than he worked. Bryon “Beans” Robertson had
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