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DEDICATION

IN l\-{EMORY OF OUR COMRADES WHO
MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE AND
OF THOSE WHO WERE WOUNDED AND
INJURED WHILE OUR REGIMENT WAS

ENGAGED WITH THE ENEMY.

Pro Aris et Pro Focis
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The Regimental Motto

As used in the coat of arms of the Seventy-First “Strike—for your altars and your fires;
Infantry, “pro aris et pro focis” may be interpreted < o ; _
as: “Strike—tibl the last armed foe expires;
“For our freedom and our home,” or “For our “Strike—for the green graves of your sires, God
country and our families.” and your Native Land.”
. . .
The Regimental Flag and Insignia
SHIELD: Azure; between two crescents in fesse, or The fasces on the regimental insignia stands for
a fasces of the like. authority and guardianship; the crescents, readi-
Crest: That for the regiments of the New York ness and preparedness, hence “Prepared to Guard.”
National Guard; on a wreath, or an azure, the The eagle in the flag represents the Government;
full-rigged ship “Half Moon,” all proper. the ship, the State; the fasces and crescents, the
Mortro: ‘“‘Prepared to Guard.” Regiment.



HEADQUARTERS, 71st INFANTRY
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER
A.P.0. 44

To the Members of the Tlst Infantry.

Having had the privilege of being your regimental
commander during combat I now have the further privilege
of addressing a final message to you.

When we Jolned the regiment we found a unit with

a fine tradition covering many years of service to our
country. You have added to the laurels of its past and
have set high standards of combat performance which we
trust future generations will strive to meet. We have
repeatedly been selected to spearhead the attack and we
have never failed to attain our objectives. To you,
officers and men, belongs the credit -- you did the
work and bore the hardships.

I am, and always will be, grateful to you for the
splendid service you have pendered. My only regret is
that we have had so many injured and that we have left
80 many of our fine men behind us in France, Germany,
and Austria. To their loved ones at home I can only
say that we, their comrades, join you in grieving for
them and in glorying in thelr heroism. Let us all keep
their memory green and do our utmost to preserve the
literties for which they so gladly made the supreme
sacrifice.

I feel that you,. who have served with me, will
always belong to me. Untll we meet again I want to
say thanks for everything, gond luck always, and may
God bless you.

Sincerely,

./ D. FORTER
]

Tlst Infantry
Commanding

4
Colo



Service Record ERCIL D PORTER

Colonel Ercil D, Porter is a native of Oregon. He was
granted a reserve commission and entered the service in .
March, 1917, as a First Lieutenant Provisional Officer. He
was with the Eighth Division during the last war and was C O L O N E L
en route overseas when the Armistice was signed. From
1921 to 1924 he was assigned to the 27th Infantry and served
with them in Hawali, where he was promoted to Captain C O M M A N D I N G
in 1921, After finishing his tour of foreign duty, his next
station was Fort Sam Houston, Texas, with the 20th Infantry
until he was sent to Fort Benning, Georgia, in 1926, to
attend the officer's course there. Upon completion of his
course he was assigned to the Department of Experiment,
at the Infantry School, and remained there until 1931. His
next assignment was with the 7th Infantry at Vancouver
Barracks, Washington. In 1935 Colonel Porter, then a
Major, was sent overseas again, this time to the Philippine
Islands where he joined the 31st Infantry, In 1937 he was
returned to Knox College, Illinois, as Professor of Military
Science and Tactics. After five years there, during which
he was elevated through the rank of Lieutenant Colonel to
Colonel, he was assigned as Commanding Officer of the
331st Infantry of the Blst Division stationed at Camp Atter-
bury, Indiana. The next year Colonel Porter was transferred
to the 1ith Corps as Chief of the Infantry Training Section.
He served in this capacity with the 16th and 36th Corps
> until he was assigned to command the 71st Infantry Regi-
ment on August 12, 1944,
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Regimental History

The 71st Infantry Regiment was founded in the
midst of a fever of patriotism in a small, dingy drill
hall on the corner of Delancey and Christie Streets
in New York City. The date was 2 June 1850,
when the small group of native-born Americans
met to act upon a suggestion that a 100 per cent
American-born militia regiment be organized. The
plan to exclude all foreign-born sprang from the
fact that, although many of the recent immigrants
to this country were serving in militia regiments,
they tended to band together as separate nationali-
ties, and even inhabited distinct racial districts in
the city.

The Regiment was known as The American
Rifles, and consisted of four companies, attached as
a battalion to the First Regiment, Cavalry, of the
New York State Militia. It expanded rapidly after
1859 when naturalized citizens were permitted to
enlist, and was soon of three-battalion strength.
Along with its swift expansion came the new name
American Guard, and the now famous motto, “Pro
Avris et Pro Focis,” which is interpreted “for our
Freedom and our Home.”

Commendable service in restoring and maintain-
ing law and order within its home state was ren-
dered by the 71st Regiment during the numerous
riots in the period 1857-1895. The unit won
national honors in both the Civil War and the
Spanish-American War, and when World War 1
broke out, was stationed on the Mexican Border.

Although in the first World War the Regiment
did not appear in combat as such, it nevertheless
furnished about 3,040 men to other units, chief of
which were the “Fighting 69th” and the 105th
Regiments and the famous “Rainbow” Division.
Men and officers sent to the various units rendered
valorous and, in many instances, individually com-
mended service. The major World War 1 engage-
ments in which these men participated included
the battles of the Hindenburg Line, La Salle River,
Jone de Mar Ridge, Vierstreat Ridge, The Knoll,
and St. Maurice River. Other minor actions in-
cluded the East Poperinghe Line, and the Dicken-
bush section of Belgium, as well as aiding in the
Meuse-Argonne offensive from 25 September to 11
November, 1918.

After World War I, the 71st Infantry Regiment
was activated once more as a Unit of the New York
National Guard. Headquarters were again estab-
lished in the New York City Armory. For the
twenty years between wars, the Regiment served
honorably as a unit of the National Guard. On 4
August 1940 began the maneuvers in upper New
York State in which the 71st Regiment took part,
returning to the Armory after twenty days experi-
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ence. The next month, on 16 September, the Regi-
ment was mobilized for Federal service and left the
Armory on 34th Street and Park Avenue one week
later for Fort Dix, New Jersey, with 1,665 men and
officers.

Here the Regiment took part in maneuvers from
19 May to 23 May, 1941, then on to First Army
maneuvers in Virginia from 10 July to 5 August,
1941, then back to Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania,
for firing exercises the first week in September.
Before the end of the month, the 71st Infantry had
left Fort Dix, and established a base camp in North
Carolina. For the next two and a half months the
Regiment fought over this terrain, participating in
the largest maneuver ever held by the United States
Army. News of the treacherous attack on Pearl
Harbor came as the motor convoy was making its
way back to Fort Dix.

The entire Regiment reached Camp Claiborne,
Louisiana, on 16 January 1942 after a 1,980 mile
motor march, one of the longest moves by motor
yet attempted. The following September, the Regi-
ment, now a unit of the 44th Division, was sent to
Fort Lewis, Washington, as a part of the Western
Defense Command. In February, 1944, the Regi-
ment entrained for Camp Polk, Louisiana, for more
maneuvers, and the following April arrived at
Camp Phillips, Kansas, for its final training before
embarking for overseas service.

The 71st Infantry Regiment sailed from the Bos-
ton Port of Embarkation on the morning of Sep-
tember fifth, 1944, on the USS Monticello, the con-
verted Italian luxury liner Conte Grande. It
formed part of the first units to land directly at the
newly-liberated port of Cherbourg, France, in a
direct movement from the States.

Moving from Cherbourg to the vicinity of Mon-
tebourg, the Regiment bivouacked in apple orch-
ards and pastures. Here the Regiment received its
trucks, and the issue of equipment and ammuni-
tion to ready it for combat completely. During the
time in Normandy, an intensive athletic and train-
ing schedule was carried out. The men were par-
ticularly instructed in hedge-row and broken-ter-
rain fighting. On October tenth the rail element
left Valognes on French “40 et 8" boxcars for the
front. The motorized convoy left the Normandy
peninsula two days later, arriving at the Alsatian
city of Luneville, France, at the same time as the
rail unit. As the men bivouacked within hearing
distance of enemy artillery, they learned that the
Regiment’s first combat mission was to relieve ele-
ments of the 79th Division in their defensive posi-
tions on the line.
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The first companies of the Regiment entered
combat on the twenty-third of October, 1944. They
relieved elements of the 315th Infantry Regiment
of the 79th Division east of Luneville, France, in
the vicinity of Embermenil. The Regiment occu-
pied dug-in positions in Le Remabois and in the
eastern part of the Foret de Parroy. In the last
week of October and the first weeks of November,
with a series of night attacks, the First Battalion
drove the Germans from their remaining strong-
holds in the forest. By continued and active patrol-
ling, the Germans were kept from any effective
offensive action in this part of the line.

One of the more daring patrols of this time was
made on 31 October by four men from Company
E: §/Sgt. R. B. Lawrence and Harold L. Hunt and
Pfc. Collie R. Martin and John F. Larkin. These
men volunteered to investigate a patch of woods
that was suspected of concealing a mortar position.
The patrol moved into the woods and, upon dis-
covering more of the enemy than had been antici-
pated, withdrew and directed an artillery concen-
tration on the area. They then moved into the
woods a second time, discovering a machine gun
emplacement and mopping it up. Proceeding far-
ther they found a mortar position which they de-
stroyed completely. Next they discovered an active
observation dug-out and by moving within point-
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By Command of Major GENERAL DEAN:
GeorGE E. MARTIN
Colonel, GSC
Chief of Staff

blank range opened fire and wiped out the posi-
tion. The patrol accomplished its mission so effec-
tively that no further enemy activity originated
from the wooded area. Pfc. Collie R. Martin was
killed in the course of this patrolling action. All
four of the men were awarded the Bronze Star
Medal for their achievements.

Typical of the bravery of the Regimental Med-
ical Detachment in this period was the action of
Pfc. Daniel W. McCarty. On the 26 October, he
left his sheltered position during an intense mortar
and artillery barrage to go to the rescue of five
wounded men. Administering medical aid to them
while still under heavy fire, he prepared all the
men for speedy evacuation. McCarty’s action un-
doubtedly contributed to the saving of their lives.
For his gallantry, McCarty was awarded the Silver
Star and the Croix de Guerre.

These last weeks of October and first weeks of
November are remembered as a long ordeal of
foggy rain and soggy mud. As the days went on, the
rain became more insistent, driving its wetness to
the very skin of the soldier. The men wore wet
clothing for days at a time. Fox-holes and gun posi-
tions were flooded and caved in again and again.
The men found themselves living and fighting in
a brown sea of oozing, sticky mud. Trench foot
became a greater danger to the individual than



enemy shrapnel. A hot meal served while in reserve
was a greater treat for the front-line soldier than a
dinner with music at the Waldorf would have been
to the average citizen.

Neither the K-ration caramels nor a German
broadcast could cheer the weary infantry. Com-
pany B reported that at 2215 on 1 November 1944,
an enemy loudspeaker broadcast the following mes-
sage: “Welcome, men of the Forty-fourth. War is
Hell. Come over to our lines and get a hot meal.”
The Regiment made the war a little more hellish
by replying with its mortars and calling down
artillery fire.

On the 13 November 1944, the Regiment first
took the offensive, launching an early morning
attack in the Les Remabois Woods between Ember-
menil and Leintrey. It was a cold morning and
the combination of the first snowfall of the season
and the deep mud made battle conditions ex-
tremely difficult. The 71st Infantry, with the 114th
Regiment on its right flank and the 324th Regi-
ment on its left, began the first of a series of thrusts
that resulted in the liberation of Sarrebourg, one of
the major cities of Alsace.

The initial attack began at 0710, meeting stiff
resistance almost immediately, with two battalions
being stopped by constant artillery, mortar, and
small arms fire. Company I pushed through, cap-
turing Leintrey by 0930, the first of many villages
and towns liberated by the Regiment, and went
on to take Hill 310, its initial objective. In this
engagement the company suffered 90 casualties in
three hours. The rest of the day was spent by all
battalions in consolidating the new positions, pre-
paring for the expected counter-attack, and ready-
ing themselves for a new attack the next morning.
The bitter cold continued, and cases of exposure
and trench foot were numerous among all units.
In many cases it was impossible to get adequate
supplies through to all the men because of the con-
stant shelling of positions by massed enemy artil-
lery.

At 0700 the next day the attack was resumed,
resulting in limited gains for all units, but on the
fifteenth of November the enemy lines were broken
and the first German defensive positions overrun.
The Second Battalion took up positions on the
right flank of the Regiment with a view to establish
contact with the 79th Division which had been re-
committed to the line. In a short period of time
enemy resistance ceased to be the bitter, effective

This is how we arrived in Luneville, France.

Major General William F. Dean, 44th Division
Commander, and Colonel Ercil D. Poiter, com-
manding officer of the 71st Infantry Regiment.

machine it had been up to this point, and the towns
of Amenoncourt, Autrepierre, Gondrexon, Repaix,
and Igney fell to our troops in the following two
days.

On the eighteenth, Company K was engaged in
attacking, when the leading elements came under
the heavy fire of German machine guns, which
completely dominated the draw through which the
company must move. The constant gunfire, by
halting the advance of one company, had slowed
the entire Third Battalion. Upon learning of the
machine gun locations, Capt. Walter J. Reilly,
commander of Company K, went forward to direct
the attacks against them. He rallied his men and
led them forward, firing his carbine from the hip
as the group advanced. This action brought him
under fire from one of the guns and he was seri-
ously wounded. Despite this fact, Captain Reilly
kept advancing, firing constantly until he was
again hit, this time fatally. His action resulted in
the destruction of the gun crews and enabled the
Third Battalion to continue to advance to its objec-
tive with a minimum number of casualties. Cap-
tain Reilly’s courage and complete disregard for

Embermenil, where men first learned to dig in.



German prisoners taken in Saarebourg, November, 1944

his personal safety were inspirations to his men,
and for this heroic action he was awarded posthu-
mously the Distinguished Service Cross.

Pushing on under close support from both our
tanks and air corps, the village of Foulcrey was
entered by troops of the First Battalion while it was
still afire from effects of our dive-bombing during
the day. The next day Ibigny fell—one more step
on the road to the objective, Sarrebourg. From
Ibigny the Third Battalion riding atop tanks, and
the First Battalion mounted on trucks were set out
immediately, while the Second Battalion remained
in town in immediate reserve to exploit a break-
through or to aid in crushing any counter-attack.
It was here that contact with the 79th Division was
finally established. The other two battalions
worked their way through St. Georges in the early
afternoon and broke out toward Landange, two
miles distant. It was at this intersection that the
Third Battalion with tanks turned east and south
toward Lorquin instead of continuing to the north-
east to Neufmoulins. Near Lorquin the Third Bat-
talion encountered a strong enemy force and en-
gaged them all night while the First Battalion held
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up in the outskirts of Neufmoulins and established
security outposts for the remainder of the night.

Lieuts. Luke LeBlond and Donald Moon of
Company A and a platoon of men went out at 0500
as a combat patrol to enter enemy territory and, if
possible, to secure and hold a bridge across the
Marne Canal. After meeting resistance in the town
of Xouaxange, the patrol captured the bridge with
enemy demolition charges intact. The patrol had
made its way to a point two and one-half miles into
enemy-held territory and reached the bridge at
0645. While preparing hasty positions for the light
machine guns that were covering the operation, the
party was approached in the darkness by a group
of men. At a distance of two yards, Lieutenant
Moon recognized them as German soldiers and
opened fire immediately, killing an officer, a staff
sergeant and a private as they attempted to escape.
Four prisoners were taken from this action and
were employed to disarm the explosive charges
placed beneath the bridge by the enemy. Soon
Allied troops and tanks were streaming across the
canal to Bebing, where the French Second Armored
Division, which had joined the drive, turned to the



southwest to link with the 324th Regiment then
on the left flank.

While the Regiment was covering the remaining
few kilometers, a motorized reconnaisance patrol,
under the leadership of st Lieut. Lyle Hoyt, of the
Regimental I and R Platoon and another patrol
led by Ist Lieut. Francis Howland and Sgt. Arnold
Millner of Company B were sent ahead to scout the
immediate vicinity of Sarrebourg. They met resist-
ance in the outskirts and were pinned down by
heavy and accurate small arms fire, which wounded
Lieut. Howland fatally, and seriously wounded
Lieut. Hoyt. Hoyt made his escape while Sgt. Mill-
ner, also wounded, and the others were captured.
Millner was taken to a private home and his
wounds were treated by German aid men. Imme-
diately after their departure he was hidden by the
family in the cellar potato bin and was not dis-
covered by the returning Germans. The other
captives, Sgt. John M. Higgins, Cpl. Robert Levy.
and Pfc. Sam H. Bruesch, members of the Regi-
mental T and R Platoon, and S/Sgt. Albert Chickie
of Company B were forced to walk the entire dis-
tance from Sarrebourg to Strasbourg barefoot.
Upon arrival they were interned in the city jail.
For two days, until troops of our division arrived,
all communications from Strasbourg were de-
stroyed and all enemy runners were captured by
members of the French Forces of the Interior. Con-
sequently, the enemy was in doubt as to our posi-
tions and did not know the city of Sarrebourg had
fallen.

Meanwhile, on the afternoon of the twentieth,
the First and Third Battalions were deployed to
the northwest of the city, where they succeeded in
capturing the commanding high ground. Then
troops of the First Battalion, working with the
French tankers, drove into Sarrebourg proper with-
out meeting the strong resistance that had been
expected. For three days no artillery support had
been possible because the foot troops had outdis-
tanced all units of artillery. The large percentage
of heavy fire-power had been delivered by the
81mm. mortar platoon of Company D. The order
was given at 1700 to move the remaining companies
of the Regiment into the city and its capture was
nearly complete by nightfall. The following day
was spent in clearing buildings of snipers and
rounding up prisoners of war.

When Sarrebourg had been cleared and secured,
the Regiment was ordered to continue its advance.
By the twenty-third of November the major part of
the Regiment was in Goerlingen; and defensive
positions had been organized. The next day the
second platoon of Anti-tank Company was fired on
by enemy artillery and lost one 57mm. gun, a ton-
and-a-half truck, and a quarter-ton truck.
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At this time, while the Regiment was on the
extreme left flank of the Seventh Army, the 130th
Panzer Lehr Division attacked, and stiff opposition
was encountered at Rauwiller. This panzer divi-
sion had been trapped and outflanked by the strong
thrusts of Patton’s Third Army to the north and
had fled southward to escape. Assoon as the enemy
division had an opportunity to regroup its forces,
it was to attack immediately in the most vulnerable
spot in the newly-consolidated Allied lines

Overnight Sarrebourg had become the key com-
munications center of the left flank of the Seventh
Army and of prime strategic importance. The re-
capture of the city would have seriously impeded
the advance of the Seventh Army if not stopping it
altogether. It was to this specific mission—a last
futile attempt to cut the Allies’ Saverne corridor to
the Rhine—that the 130th Panzer Lehr Division
sped. Almost before anyone realized what had hap-
pened, German tanks were patrolling the streets of
Rauwiller and firing point-blank into the buildings
our troops were occupying.

One of the classic incidents of this engagement
is the adventure of Maj. Edward Buschkamper,
then acting commander of the Third Battalion.
The Battalion had been in reserve for several days
and was thrown in at this time to plug a gap in the
lines. The troops arrived at 0100 and a meeting of
all officers was in progress an hour later, when
Major Buschkamper looked out the upstairs win-
dow of his command post and spotted three Tiger
tanks deployed in front of the house and about
seventy-five German soldiers advancing along the
road. The command post fired on the enemy and
they replied with machine gun fire. The Tiger
tanks began firing their 88’s at a range of fifteen
yards. Fifteen officers and one hundred forty-seven
enlisted men in the building were either killed or
captured. '

When the Major heard the Germans entering
the building, he dashed to the attic and concealed
himself by crouching in a pile of debris atop a
smokehouse. While hiding in the attic for the next
forty-eight hours, he narrowly missed discovery. He
had only a D-bar for rations. In the course of the
Allied counter-attack to regain Rauwiller, the town
was set afire and the Major was forced to leave his
place of concealment to avoid being burned alive.
He plunged through the flames and sought a hid-
ing place in the shadows, resolving to make his way
back to the American lines. By crawling on his
stomach for two hours, Major Buschkamper passed
through the German positions and was received
by friendly troops. On the next afternoon the Sec-
»nd Battalion was brought up and attacked through
the lines of the Third Battalion, meeting with stub-



born resistance. The following day the Second Bat-
talion and Third Battalion launched another attack
with an infantry battalion from the 45th Division
and aided by elements of the Fourth Armored Divi-
sion. The attack was a success and the lost ground
was retaken.

Following a series of small thrusts and gains the
Regiment attacked again on the twenty-seventh,
and by the end of November, positions were occu-
pied near Eywiller and Berg

In the first weeks of December, 1944, the Regi-
ment advanced from the vicinity of Eywiller and
Berg through Rexingen, Mackwiller, Diemeringen,
Lorentzen, Butten, Montbronn, and Enchenberg,.
Holbach and Siersthal were the scenes of heavy
fighting; and in this sector the Regiment first
encountered, in the Simserhoff Fortress, the forti-
fications of the reversed Maginot Line. The great
line of defenses that the French had constructed
in the Thirties to halt the German Wehrmacht

were now being used by the enemy to impede the
Allied advance.

Heavy rain was one of our toughest obstacles during this
period. Embermenil, France.




Le Chenois Fme, Regimental CP, November, 1944,

The Regiment was engaged in reducing and in-
activating the Simserhoff Fortress from the thir-
teenth-to the twentieth of December. The Sim-
serhoff sat on a high ridge northwest of Holbach,
its guns commanding the surrounding approaches.
The reputedly impregnable fortifications that the
Germans could not capture from the French was
the Regiment’s goal. The Fortress consisted of ten
fortified units whose turrets and pill-box outposts
were spread over a thousand-yard front. On the
average, each unit of the Fortress was composed of
two large turrets and six small turrets above ground
and extended three to seven levels below ground.
The largest unit had twenty-four levels beneath the
ground. The individual sections of the Simserhoff
were connected with each other by a series of
underground passageways and the Fortress as a
whole was connected by a railroad tunnel of more
than a thousand yards in length with a hillside
entrance northwest of Legeret Ferme.

The fortitied walls of the Simserhoff were so
thick that heavy artillery ricocheted without pene-
trating, and five hundred pound bombs detonated
without appreciable effect. The Fortress was finally
taken after our artillery and tank destroyer units

Reinforcements for the 7lst arrive at the replacement depot
during mid-winter months.

had damaged the Fortress’ heavy guns with direct
hits.

The Regiment attacked the Fortress with assault
teams which were given the mission of setting ex-
plosive charges in entrances and ventilator shafts.
Flame-throwers and smoke grenades were employed
in driving out enemy personnel. Men of the Sixty-
third Engineers accompanied infantry in this ac-
tion. The First Battalion captured units One, Two,
Five, Seven, and Eight; the Second Battalion, Units
Nine and Ten; and the Third Battalion, Units
Three, Four and Six. Upon the taking of the For-
tress, the First and Second Battalion was given the
mission of rendering the Simserhoff useless as a
defensive installation. The doors and aperatures
were blown, the underground shafts were sealed,
the turrets were wrecked, and the emplaced guns
were damaged beyond further usefulness.

The successful assault of the Simserhoff was due
largely to the excellence of preliminary reconnais-
sance. The thoroughness of the patrolling near the
Fortress is typified in the action of S /Sgt. Donald B.
Harris of Company A, who volunteered to lead a
night patrol with the mission of determining the
extent of the Simserhoff’s wire obstacles in his
Battalion’s line of attack. The information he
secured was so accurate that the engineers were
able to remove all obstacles without difficulty, and
the Battalion’s advance was considerably expe-
dited.

Another example of the extensiveness of the
patrolling about the Simserhoff is the action of
Ist Lieut. Cecil C. Hunt, Jr., of Company B. Lieu-
tenant Hunt accepted the hazardous mission of
of reconnoitering the area about unit number five
and cutting a path through the protective wiring.
His mission accomplished, he proceeded to the
Fort and climbed over some of the turrets making
a close study of the aperatures to determine the
type of weapons likely to be encountered. The in-
formation he gained was invaluable in planning
the attack.

On the fourteenth of December, while the Regi-
ment was engaged in the reduction of the Simser-
hoff fortifications, Company I, with the first pla-
toon of Company M attached, was ordered to seize
and secure Freudenberg Ferme in the vicinity of
Bitche. The objective was located eight hundred
yards forward. Before it could reach the line of
departure, the Company was forced to move for
a mile over a route that held four enemy fortifica-
tions of the reversed Maginot Line, and was sub-



Church steeple, well known landmark of battered Guising.

jected to heavy observed artillery fire. Moving
under the intense enemy fire, the Company ad-
vanced to the high ground south of Freudenberg
Ferme, and at 1145 was in position to attack the
farm directly. Attacking through heavy automatic
fire from the farm and increasing enemy direct fire
from emplacements on the right flank, Company 1
seized the farm at 1600 and captured twenty of the
enemy. At 0800, the fifteenth of December, the
enemy launched a motorized counter-attack against
Company I with approximately fifty men. The
Company held its fire until the enemy was seventy-
five yards from the farm when surprise fire from
all the weapons in the Company caught the Ger-
mans in the open, killing at least thirty, wounding
many others, and destroying one of the two per-
sonnel carriers.

From the fourteenth to the nineteenth of Decem-
ber, the enemy continued to subject the farm to
steady and heavy direct and indirect fire, sending
in as many as thirty shells a minute. At the end
of this period, the heavy shelling had reduced to
rubble every wall in the farm buildings which were
originally three stories high. Despite being buried
many times under crumbling walls, the men held
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their ground, secured the Division flank, and ac-
complished their mission. For their courageous
accomplishment of their mission, and their devo-
tion to duty, the men of Company I and the First
Platoon of Company M were recognized with a
Presidential Citation.

On the eighteenth of December, elements of the
Third Battalion undertook the capture of Freu-
denberg Observation Post. This installation, near
Freudenberg Ferme, was a part of the Maginot
Line. Because of its extensive field of observation,
the fire of a mumber of Maginot batteries could
be directed from it. Despite heavy and harassing
small arms fire, the Battalion took the objective in
five hours. The Observation Post was found to
consist of a steel dome twelve inches thick that was
six feet high and four feet in diameter. The walls
contained four aperatures, four by six inches in
size. After the taking of the Simserhoff and the
capture of Freudenberg Ferme, and the Observa-
tion Post, the Regiment held the line in this gen-
eral area until relieved by elements of the 398th
Regiment of the 100th Division on the twenty-third
of December.



P T T,

Forty & Eights en route Cherbourg to Luneville, Major Kovacs, First Sergeant Peters,
France, October, 1944. Captain Brunner,
Marainviller, France. Lieutenant Hamilton, Major Raymond,

Captain Cole, Captain Reilly.

Moving up to establish new command Germans shelling road.
post, St. George, France.

Le Chenois Fme,
1944,

Searching German prisoners
France, October,




Following a Christmas dinner that included
baked turkey and cranberry sauce, the Regiment
enjoyed an exceptionally calm period at the front.
But there seemed to be a hint of something of great
magnitude about to happen; and our intelligence
had determined that at least two German Panzer
divisions, supported by no less than two infantry
divisions, were massed in the sector opposite the
Regiment.

On 31 December 1944, the Regiment sat on the
German border, with elements of the First Bat-
talion already in Germany. The First and Second

Yank soldier looks up at one of the 75mm. turrets in

the Simserhoff fortress, which was taken after rcpeated

air and artillery bombardment. Enemy held up 44th
Division for five days.

Battalions were on line. The First, supported by
one platoon of Company A, 749th Tank Battalion,
and one platoon of Company A, 776th Tank De-
stroyer Battalion, occupied a bulging sector extend-
ing from the high ground southwest of Obergail-
bach, France, to Bleisbrucken, France. The Second
Battalion with another platoon of Company A,
749th Tank Battalion, and another platoon of
Company A, 776th Tank Destroyer Battalion, held
the high ground northwest of Rimling, France, on

i:!
a twenty-four hundred yard front to the right of




the First Battalion. The Third Battalion, except
for Company L. and one machine gun platoon of
Company M, which were linking the First and Sec-
ond Battalions, was in Regimental reserve at Wit-
tring, France.

The night was clear and cold, and visibility was
good. There was a foot of snow on the ground.
The Regiment was anxiously awaiting the coming
of the New Year. The local security was increased
because of a warning to be on the lookout for Ger-
man paratroops.

At 2350, the German Thirteenth SS Corps at-
tacked the First and Second Battalion sectors, with
the 19th Infantry, 36th Volks Grenadier and the
17th SS Panzer Grenadier Divisions. Dense masses
of German infantry, dressed in white to blend with
the snow, and yelling at the top of their voices,
“Happy New Year, Yankee Bastards,” swept toward
the Regimental lines. The enemy planned to over-
run the battle positions by the sheer weight of their
forces. It was evident as they approached that they
were either drunk or drugged.

On the left, the Germans hit the third platoon
of Company B, which was holding an outpost line,
and, by overwhelming numbers forced back the
outpost. Company B at first reported this force to
be a platoon attempting to infiltrate the lines, but
as the attack progressed, the enemy force was esti-
mated to be a battalion. By 2355, Company C was
attacked on both flanks and Company A reported
increasing enemy mortar and artillery fire.

Meanwhile the Second Battalion was also being
hit by huge numbers. On the right flank of the
Battalion’s sector, Company F was being attacked
by a force estimated to be of five company strength.
At 2400, Third Battalion was alerted and ordered
to move to the road junction south of the eastern
edge of Bleisbrucken Woods. From there the Bat-
talion was to launch a counter-attack against the
enemy infiltrating the Second Battalion’s right
flank. The Third Battalion moved to the road
junction and took positions on the east-west road to
await the arrival of three tanks from the 749th
Tank Battalion. While the Battalion was awaiting
the tanks, heavy automatic weapons fire was re-
ceived from Bleisbrucken Woods. The enemy was
attempting to cut behind the Second Battalion and
encircle it. At this development in the German
attack, the Third Battalion was ordered to move
to the west, drive the enemy back from the woods
and retake the town of Bleisbrucken.

Over on the First Battalion front, Company A
had been attacked four times, and each time had
repulsed the enemy. The Germans continued to
shell the positions with mortars and artillery. Be-
cause of constant use the radios were out, with dead
batteries, and communications by wire were con-
tinuously broken by shell fire. A light tank was
sent forward with badly needed supplies of food,
radio batteries and ammunition. It returned evac-
uating a few casualties.

On the Second Battalion front, the right flank
was encircled and overrun. Under covering fire
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from Company G, in reserve, and supporting tank
destroyer guns, the right flank withdrew 1,000
yards to the south of Moronville Ferme. Company
E, on the Second Battalion's left flank, received
an attack of two company strength, and the left pla-
toon was overrun and forced to withdraw. Enemy
patrols circulated in the rear of Company E and a
burp gun fired into the Battalion’s command post.
Wire communications were broken, but wire teams
worked their way through enemy patrols to make
repairs. Three enemy companies penetrated the
left adjacent unit, cut off Second Battalion’s main
supply route, and threatened the Battalion’s com-
mand post.

At 0430, January first, Company G, with the
remainder of Company F, and one platoon of tanks,
supported by machine guns, mortars, tank destroyer
guns, and artillery fire, launched a counter-attack
from Moronville Ferme, and by 0600 had restored
all positions formerly occupied by Company F. At
0630 Company E received an attack of two com-
pany strength supported by four tanks. Despite
heavy casualties from mortar and artillery fire, the
enemy overran Company E and forced a six-hun-
dred yard withdrawal. At 0800, Company E, sup-
ported by a platoon of tanks and heavy mortar fire
from Company H, launched a counter-attack and
by 0900 had restored the strong points of the main
battle positions.

Using covered routes of approach, the ¢nemy
advanced and in battalion strength began an attack
on the left flank of Company C. For two hours
the fighting continued, until the enemy was re-
pulsed with heavy losses. While the left flank was
engaged in this fight, another force of approxi-
mately the same size attacked the right flank of the
company. This engagement lasted seven hours and
again heavy casualties were inflicted on the enemy
with no losses to Company C. During the fight a
group of thirty Germans had infiltrated the line
and had attacked the Second platoon from the rear.
This group was quickly engaged and forced to with-
draw.

From 2400 through 0400, January first, Cannon
Company fired more than 600 rounds of 105mm.
howitzer ammunition against the enemy. Three
hundred of these rounds were fired in the hours
between midnight and 0100. At daybreak, the
enemy requested a three-hour truce to pick up cas-
ualties. This was granted and it was estimated that
two hundred dead or wounded were carried from
the field.

Meanwhile, the tanks for which the Third Bat-
talion had been waiting arrived and that attack
commenced, with Company I on the left and Com-
pany K on the right advancing towards the woods,
supported by machine gun sections of Company M.
The Battalion assaulted the south edge of Blies-
brucken Wood but in a short time enemy bazooka
fire had knocked out all three tanks. The attack-
ing companies continued into the woods and at
0700 January first, shifted the attack westward
toward the town of Bliesbrucken. The woods were




very dense and the enemy, estimated to be a bat-
talion, was wearing white snow suits. The fighting
was close and vicious. There was no artillery or
mortar fire used by either side because of the uncer-
tainty of the exact location of troops in the density
of the woods. However, small arms fire was enor-
mous. Steadily the enemy was driven westward
through the woods. Company F was hit again by a
company of infantry, four half-tracks and three
tanks. Again the right flank was swung back 1,000
yards from Moronville Ferme. During the day
heavy artillery and mortar fire was directed on
enemy formations. Companies E and G repeatedly
repelled enemy patrols which tried to infiltrate
their positions. After establishing contact with the
right adjacent unit, Company F launched an attack
from Moronville Ferme and by 1715, January first,
all positions on the Second Battalion main line of
resistance had been restored.

Companies I and K continued their advance
through Bliesbrucken Wood until dark, when
enemy resistance in prepared positions on the high
ground southeast of Bliesbrucken halted them. The
strength of the Third Battalion had now been re-
duced to 150 men. Regimental headquarters was
notified of the situation and the Battalion was
ordered to secure the road through the woods lead-
ing to the town and hold until further orders.

Midnight of January first found the Regiment
weary but still fighting. The Second and Third
Battalions were holding their positions under heavy
mortar and artillery fire, while the First Battalion
was withdrawing under orders to straighten the
Regimental line. The Battalion moved to the
south through the Bliesbrucken Wood, which was
in German hands. By 0700, January second, the
move, led by Captain Rupp, was completed with-
out a casualty. At 0900, the Battalion was ordered
to move forward and occupy positions along the
railroad tracks running through the woods.
Throughout the movement the troops were sub-
jected to constant enemy mortar and artillery fire.
By 1400 the Companies were in position.

Meanwhile during the night and early morning
the Second Battalion had been attacked by infan-
try, half-tracks and tanks. Again Company F was
overrun and withdrew to Moronville Ferme. A gap
was created on Company F’s left flank, and Com-
pany G was sent to fill it. A platoon of tanks from
Company A, 749th Tank Battalion, was sent to
assist Company F. Before Company G reached its
position in the gap, it was attacked by a company

of enemy infantry and pushed back to Moronville
Ferme. At 0120, January second, the farm was
attacked from the north and northeast and fired on
by 20mm. cannon from the north. Twenty minutes
later more enemy infantry attacked from the east
and southeast, setting the farm buildings afire with
incendiary bullets. Because of the burning build-
ings and heavy artillery fire, the position became
untenable and permission was granted to with-
draw. Covering one another’s withdrawal, all units
of the Second Battalion pulled back destroying a
critical bridge to delay the enemy. At 0700, the
Battalion moved to a new position east of Weis-
willer, reorganized, and prepared a new defense
line.

On January second, the Third Battalion supple-
mented by remnants of Company L, which had
been on line between the First and Second Bat-
talions, made assaults on the enemy in the woods
in an attempt to control and set up a line along
the railroad south of Bliesbrucken. Three times
the Battalion attacked, but the enemy was too well

Digging in.




entrenched and the attacks were repulsed. A com-
pany from a friendly unit was assigned to help and
sent along the west end of the woods to attack the
enemy right flank while the Third Battalion at-
tacked from the south. However, this assault was
also repulsed. At 1500, a friendly battalion at full
strength attacked through the Third Battalion and
was immediately repulsed. The Third Battalion
was then ordered to pull back and reorganize.

The First Battalion, holding its sector of the line,
had been attacked repeatedly during this action.
A company of enemy infantry made a fanatical
attack against the right flank of Company C. For
forty minutes a fierce fire fight ensued in which
Company C inflicted a great number of casualties
on the enemy. Repeated attacks were made against
Company C from all directions as the right flank
was exposed and a 1,000-yard gap existed. At 0530,
January third, the enemy launched another attack
that carried them to within a few yards of the battle
positions. Through the fierce resistance of Com-
pany C, it is estimated that the enemy lost sixty
per cent of its effective strength.

This action on the first f{.w days of January can
be said to be decisive in one way: The immediate
threat of a large enemy breakthrough was greatly
alleviated by January third. From the third to the
sixth the lines were generally stable with spasmodic
attacking on both sides. By January sixth, the 114th
Infantry attacked through the lines of the Regi-
ment meeting heavy enemy resistance, but the
straightening and stabilizing of the lines was accom-
plished. On the seventh of January, the 114th
Infantry relieved the Regiment.

For its successful battle action from the thirty-
first of December to the third of January, the Sec-
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ond Battalion was recognized with a Presidential
Citation.

One of the many instances of supreme soldering
in the Regimental New Year’s engagement is the
action of bﬂt Charles A. \IaLGl[ll\’dl} of the Third
Battalion. On January first, 1945, Company I was
alerted and ordered to move at 0015 one mile from
Wolltling, France, to be in position in the event of
an enemy breakthrough within the Regimental
area. At approximately 0045 the Company was
proceeding along the road from Wolfling to Gros
Rederching, France. Sgt. MacGillivary, squad
leader in the second platoon, was given the mission
of protecting the left flank of the Company. At
0130 Sgt. MacGillivary closed in from the left flank
and leported the enemy digging in. A few minutes
later the enemy opened fire with machine guns,
halting the advance of the Company. Company K
was given the mission to come around the right
flank and knock out the opposition. Sgt. MacGil-
livary, knowing the position of the enemy, volun-
tarily went around the left flank in the rear of one
enemy machine gun and with an M1 rifle, at a
distance of three feet, killed both the gunner and
assistant gunner. Company K caused the other
remaining machine guns to withdraw permitting
Company I to continue to its forward assembly
area. By his initiative and prompt action, after
giving I\mm]cdoc of enemy positions and then fire
sectors, he prev ented great loss of life to our troops.

At 1300, as Company I went into the attack
again, it came under heavy machine gun fire. Sgt.
MacGillivary, again on his own initiative and
knowing the enemy positions, crawled towards the
nest which had halted the attacking force and de-
stroyed all three of the gun crews before he himself



On their way to Kalhausen, France, these Alsatian farm people flee from their homes in Gros
Rederching, France, due to the constant shelling and German troops being only a few kilo-
meters away. They take with them all their worldly goods.

was seriously wounded by a fourth machine gun.
The sergeant lost one arm as a result of this action.
For his extraordinary heroic action, with utter dis-
regard for his own personal safety, his aggressive-
ness and self-sacrifice above and beyond the call of
duty, Sgt. MacGillivary was awarded the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor.

From the seventh to the twelfth of January, the
Regiment prepared defensive positions. The First
Battalion was in the vicinity of Silzheim, the Sec-
ond Battalion near Wolfling, and the Third Bat-
talion at Hambach. The Saar River defensive posi-
tions were further improved when, during the
course of the next few days, all three battalions
moved short distances within this rear area and
continued to strengthen the line.

Soon thereafter the Second Battalion moved into
the front lines, relieving the Third Battalion of the
114th Infantry Regiment. From this new location
a great deal of enemy activity and vehicular move-
ment was observed. The Regiment, however, did
not participate in any offensive action, as it was
committed to the task of constructing a series of

strong defense lines in the region of the Saar River
and Canal. Should the Germans counter-attack,
the Regiment would have adequate defenses to
prevent an enemy breakthrough, as had happened
in the Ardennes Bulge. Work on improving the
positions was continued, with emphasis on over-
head protection and the placing of concertina wire.
The pioneer platoons were particularly active in
this last phase of the work.

Men of the 71st crossing the Saar River at Remilfingen, France.




The last of January found the men suffering not
from wounds inflicted by enemy action, but from
the bitter cold and violence of the elements. Fox-
holes had to be blown instead of dug, because of
the frozen earth. Frost bite and trench foot were
the most formidable foes the Regiment faced dur-
ing those severe winter days and nights.

The Regiment remained in reserve status from
the first to the twelfth of February, with the three
Battalions establishing headquarters at Etting,
Bining, and Kalhausen. Training schedules were
followed and the fighting men enjoyed such wel-
come experiences as tal\1115 showers, changing to
clean, dry clothing and attending movies. The
Forty-fourth Division Band played on several
occasions.

After resuming front line status, the Regiment
attacked. The mission was to straighten the lines
by eliminating a German bulge in the Regimental
sector. The Regiment |umped off at 0545 on the
tifteenth of If.bludn. and the attack progressed
successfully as the objectives, La Schlossberg, Mor-
onville Ferme, and Rimling, were achieved. In
the course of the attack the Third Battalion’s com-
manding officer, Lt. Colonel Robert .. Wadling-
ton, discovered the exact position of an enemy

machine gun nest which had pinned down the Bat-
talion. Using himself as an aiming stake, Lt. Col.
Wadlington emptied his pistol directly at the Ger-
man machine gun, killing two gunners and thereby
enabling Sgt. Raymo!ld Powell of C .ompany K to
score a direct mortar hit on the position which was
hidden in a draw. This action allowed the entire
Battalion to complete its mission successfully.

The Regiment’s attack came as a complete sur-
prise to the new German units of the 37th Regi-
ment of the 17th Panzer Grenadier Division. These
units had come on the line the night before and
consisted of sixty to seventy men, one group of
which was completely composed of drivers, because
the enemy lacked the necessary fuel to operate their
vehicles.

After the Regiment’s original success, the enemy
counter-attacked on the morning of the sixteenth
and forced Company F to relinquish some 800
yards of the newly acquired territory. As a result,
the First Battalion, with Company G, took the
offensive in the vicinity of Moronville Ferme and
regained the ground lost in the preceding hours.
Having eliminated the curvature in the line, the
First and Third Battalions remained in the newly
gained positions. The sector was not quiet, how-

Main Street, Remling, February, 1945.




Rolling through the impregnable Siegfried line.

ever, for on the seventeenth of February, four tanks
supported by strong infantry units attacked the
right flank positions of the First Battalion and
forced the outposts to withdraw. Pfc. Paul W.
Robinson and Pfc. Alfred Tanner on the Third
Battalion’s left flank formed a Company K bazooka
team and advanced toward the tanks. Although
under heavy fire, Gunner Robinson scored a direct
hit on the lead tank and set it afire. The second
tank, seeking to avoid the deadly aim of the two
bazooka men, veered away but ran into a mine
field and was destroyed. The remaining two tanks
withdrew along with the foot troops. Enemy rock-
ets landed in the Regimental position soon after-
wards.

During the last days of the month of February,
Regimental lines remained stable, although activ-
ity was never lacking. Patrols were sent frequently
into enemy territory, often capturing prisoners and
bringing them back for interrogation. The enemy
continued heavy artillery activities.

The first two weeks in March were comparatively
quiet while the Regiment maintained defenses.
The third of March found the enemy in possession
of high ground from which movements and posi-
tions of the Regiment could be observed. From
that hill the Germans were directing artillery and
mortar fire and it was ordered that it be taken. The
mission was to be accomplished by a daylight patrol
from Company E. Volunteers were called for and
from among them fourteen men were selected.
Among these were T /Sgt. Shirley Cox, T /Sgt. Na-
than Scavuzzo, Sgt. Emanuel Sowder and Pfc.
Theodore Poling. The patrol was divided into two
groups, one led by T /Sgt. Cox, and the other by
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T /Sgt. Scavuzzo. The patrol started out at 1200
and all went well until the men were only ten
yards from the nearest known enemy positions.
Suddenly the enemy opened fire with at least four

machine guns, machine pistols, and grenades.

While part of the patrol was seeking cover in a

nearby dug-out, others succeeded in wnhdummg
down the hill. Because of the hazardous position it
was decided that the remainder of the patrol should
withdraw. With full understanding of the over-
whelming odds, Scavuzzo and Poling chose to re-
main behind in order to provide a covering fire.
Cox returned fire on one of these machine guns,
wounding two of the enemy. From his position
ahead of the knocked-out gun, Cox began to work
himself to a place from which he could fire on the
other enemy installations. By firing his Browning
automatic rifle and throwing hand grenades, Cox
killed or wounded six more Germans. He con-
tinued to fire on the enemy until he was fatally
wounded by their machine gun fire.

Sgt. Sowder, realizing that his men could not
move in any direction, and that their escape was
imperative, instructed the group to give him cover-
ing fire while he advanced unnoticed to within six
feet of the machine gun nest. He then opened up
with an automatic weapon and either killed or
wounded the Germans operating it. Other enemy
gunners turned their weapons on Sowder, but he
continued firing to permit his comrades to make
their way to safety. He was killed in this action by
a machine gun to his right rear.

When the others had withdrawn a short distance,
Pfc. Poling was ordered to follow. Before he
reached the group he spotted a hidden enemy



Marlene Dietrich is made an honorary member of the 71st in
Siltzheim where she entertained the men while in rest.

machine gun which was in position to fire on the
withdrawing group. With conspicuous bravery
Poling fired at the crew, deliberately trying to draw
its fire away from his comrades so that they could
escape. The German gunners then swung their

The 71st crosses the famous Rhine on a pontoon bridge

behind a protective smoke screen.

piece on Poling, wounding him in both legs, then
turned again on the withdrawing group; before
they could fire, they were again receiving fire from
Poling. Despite his wounds, he had crawled up
closer to the position and was continuing his efforts
to cover the withdrawing group. He was hit in the
back by a stick grenade and killed instantly.

T/Sgt. Scavuzzo, seeing an advantageous posi-
tion, quickly crawled between two enemy emplace-
ments and fired on the Germans with his sub-
machine gun. He succeeded in killing two of them.
However, he gave away his own location, so he
found cover in a nearby shell hole and from there
began to throw hand grenades, knocking out a
fourth German machine gun nest.

The patrol was withdrawing successfully when a
German with his machine pistol opened up on the
group. T /Sgt. Scavuzzo, showing gallantry far
above and beyond the call of duty, with utter dis-
regard for his life, jumped from the comparative
safety of his hole and fired at the enemy. His action
cost him his life when he came into range of a
German officer’s machine pistol. Due to the hero-
ism and sacrifice of Cox, Scavuzzo, Sowder, and
Poling the remaining ten members of the patrol
returned safely to the Battalion positions. For their
action in accordance with the highest traditions of
the military service, T /Sgts. Nathan Scavuzzo and
Shirley Cox, Sgt. Emanuel Sowder and Pfc. Theo-
dore Poling have each been recommended for the
Distinguished Service Cross.

On the sixteenth of March, elements of the
Third and Forty-fifth Divisions relieved the Regi-
ment and attacked through our positions toward
Germany. After 144 days of hard fighting under
continuous mental and physical strain, the Regi-
ment was given its first rest and placed in strategic
reserve. A bivouac area near Silzheim, France, was
chosen where rehabilitation, training, and salvage
were carried on. The men participated in various
athletic games and enjoyed two camp shows and
several moving pictures which were presented in
the area. At the close of the performance of her
United Service Organization show, Miss Marlene
Dietrich was made an honorary member of the
Regiment.

After nine days of relaxation, the Regiment
entered Germany on the twenty-fifth of March,
1945. The entry was made along the route of
advance of preceding American units. The first
Regimental command post in Germany was estab-
lished in Wiedenthal. Two days later the Regi-
ment crossed the Rhine River south of Worms.
The crossing was a quiet one over a pontoon bridge
concealed by an artificial smoke screen.

Germany’s eighth largest city, Mannheim, with a
metropolitan prewar population of 500,000, is sit-
uated on the right bank of the Rhine River. It is
divided into northern and southern halves by the
Neckar River, which flows into the Rhine at that
point. Mannheim was the largest city taken by the
Regiment and was the first real street fighting
encountered since Sarrebourg.

Moving southeastward from Worms, the Regi-
ment relieved elements of the Third Infantry Divi-
sion on the outskirts of Mannheim. At 0600 on the
twenty-eighth of March, the Regiment began the
attack. The Third Battalion drove towards Feu-



Mannheim, 28 March, 1945.

denheim, a suburb of Mannheim. Not a shot was
fired when the Battalion took the town.

This came about in a rather unusual manner. As
Companies I and K approached the town along the
main highway, leading elements caught sight of a
lone figure, furiously waving a large white flag.
While surrendering individuals were a common
enough sight, there was something strange about
this particular one. Careful not to be taken in by
German subterfuge, Ist Lt. Conrad Lundquist,
Third Battalion Intelligence Officer, quickly
halted his advancing columns and sent Pfc. Marvel
Wren, Third Battalion Intelligence and Recon-
naissance, forward to investigate. The surrender-
ing stranger evinced signs of great relief, as he
hastily offered a sheaf of papers for Wren’s inspec-
tion. Then, as Wren came closer to the man, he
received something of a welcome shock as he was
addressed in perfect English.

Wren accepted the proffered papers and found
them to be an American citizenship certificate, an
American Legion card and credentials from an
American firm the German had represented before
the war. While Wren was checking these, the man
rapidly outlined a plan which would insure the
capture of the town without any bloodshed. Ac-
ceptance of the plan came after a brief conference
with Lt. Lundquist.

[51]

It was with extreme tension that the columns ad-
vanced on the town. In the lead was the little man,
ordering the inhabitants off the streets and into
their cellars or other places of safety and conceal-
ment. Close behind him, with his submachine gun
at the ready, was Wren, fully prepared for the least
sign of German treachery. Bringing up the rear
was the long, silently watchful line of the men of
Companies I and K, also doubly alert for trickery
from the citizens as they quickly disappeared into
their homes.

Apparently the American-German’s scheme had
caught the Germans flat-footed, for they failed to
take advantage of the numberless excellent combat
positions which could have been occupied. As a
result, the town was captured intact without a
single casualty. Among the military prizes were the
telephone exchange, the water plants, the electric
plant, and several munitions dumps.

Meanwhile the Second Battalion advanced on
Kafertal, another suburb, and seized it. The First
Battalion, from positions on the outskirts of Mann-
heim, began moving forward with Company A on
the right and Company C on the left. Company B
was in reserve but ready to advance to either flank
if the necessity arose. Led by Lts. Charles Perelli
and James Sweeney, and accompanying medium
tanks of the 772nd Tank Battalion, Company A



A motor column of P. W.'s, Mannheim.

made slow progress towards the Neckar. Sniper
fire was intense and mortars and artillery wreaked
havoc on our troops, but by noon Company A had
reached the river bank. Company C, also moving
slowly, did not encounter much resistance on the
left flank. Clearing a hospital on the river's edge,
Company C took up positions for the night.

While our troops were taking the northern half
of Mannheim, the civilian leaders and the com-
mander of the German garrison were at odds in
the southern half of the city. The civilians, dread-
ing the American artillery fire that was systemat-
ically leveling their city, wanted to surrender the
southern half without a fight. The German com-
mander was equally determined and wanted to con-
tinue resistance. Throughout the attack, the city’s
entire communication system was in working order.
So on the afternoon of the twenty-eighth, a civilian
leader telephoned our troops and offered to sur-
render. He asked to meet an Allied delegation at
1810 near the remains of the blown center bridge.
Our artillery ceased firing and American represen-
tatives, led by Brig. Gen. Robert L. Dulaney, then
a colonel, was at the appointed spot at 1800. Ten
minutes later the German commander directed an
intense concentration of artillery and flak at the
Neckar's northern bank. This barrage lasted ap-
proximately ninety minutes. His apparent inten-

tion was to wipe out the American party. In this
he was unsuccessful; but the surrender move was
momentarily halted.

The intrepid civilians were not discouraged,
however. Early in the morning on the twenty-
ninth, one civilian crossed the river in Company C
territory. While he was being interviewed by the
Battalion Staff, more civilians crossed in Company
A’s sector. Again the German commander sent
over an artillery barrage. Although no concrete
agreement was reached, it was decided that an
assault boat, with Lt. Dale Hatfield, Company B,
in charge, was to cross the Neckar, followed by
another boat in which the civilians were to cross.
As soon as they crossed the rest of Company B fol-
lowed, along with Companies A and C. The whole
Battalion had moved to the southern side by 1030.

The First Battalion encountered sporadic enemy
machine gun fire while crossing and also drew
artillery fire when landing. As on the northern
side, sniper fire was encountered also, but resist-
ance was comparatively light. By nightfall, the
Regiment had completely cleared and conquered
the once great city of Mannheim.

While the First Battalion was clearing the south-
ern sector of the city, the Third Battalion moved
through the city to the east, captured the municipal
airfield on the outskirts and drove back to the




City Hall, Mannheim.

Rhine to clean out territory still in German hands.
The Second moved east by southeast across the rail-
road tracks towards Rheinau, while the First Bat-
talion followed the main autobahn towards Heidel-
berg and captured Sechenheim. The next morning
elements of the Tenth Ar mored and the Sixty- _third
Infantry Divisions relieved the Regiment.

In the course of the attack on Mannheim, the
medium tank on which S/Sgt. Gilbert Rivera and
his squad of Company A men were riding was
halted by intense sniper fire. Sgt. Rivera imme-
diately manned a fifty-caliber machine gun
mounted on a tank turret and by his accurate fire
eliminated the resistance. Advancing a few hun-
dred yards more, the tank-riding squad met with
another group of snipers. Sgt. Rivera again
promptly engaged and dispersed the enemy al-
though he was critically wounded in the action.
For his courage, Sgt. Rivera was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal.

Typical of the bravery and loyalty of the Medical
Detachment, in the Mannheim engagement, was
the action of T /5 Berardino Rossi. When numer-
ous casualties were inflicted on his company dur-
ing the attack, Rossi, Company A aid man, dis-
played outstanding courage in treating the
wounded. Although the area was under constant
enemy fire, he moved fearlessly among the men to
carry out his duties of administering first aid. His
prompt action saved the lives of a number of sol-
diers. For his service, Rossi was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal.

With the Mannheim victory tucked under the
Regimental belt, the outfit moved out onto the
Reichsautobahn and headed north. This was a
stretch of the famed highway designed by the Ger-
mans to supplement an inadequate railway net, if
the country’s borders should be threatened. But
now the system was the main artery for the move-
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near Mannheim.

Round-up of “Civilians”

ment of Allied war materiel to the enemy’s interior.

This was indeed the driver’s delight as the Regi-
ment sped on in Division convoy: no mud, no
ruts, no crossroads, no traffic jams and no villages
with narrow, crooked streets and gaping civilians.
Here was only that broad, smooth, concrete ribbon
reaching away into the distance, joining all the
principal cities of the Reich.

About forty miles north of Mannheim, the con-
voy swung off the main highway and headed east
and northeast through the outskirts of Darmstadt
and into a wooded bivouac area iust outside Baben-
hausen. Here the Regiment had its first glimpse
of German jet-propelled planes. One afternoon at
sundown everyone was jolted into a trench-digging
mood by the whine of two planes flying over and
departing at a terrific speed. It was only after the
planes had passed and dropped several bombs in
the rear areas that the men of the Regiment real-
ized that they had just seen one of the war’s latest
and most outstanding developments.

After several days, the Regiment’s move through
Germany was continued to the northeast across the
Main River,.then north to an area in the vicinity
of Hanau. Here the Regiment took up positions
and became a part of the Teft flank security for the
Seventh Army. The Regimental command post was
located in the village of Somborn.

In the early part of April, the Regiment was
alerted and moved southeastward to the village of
Wenkheim, approximately fifteen miles southwest
of Wurzburg. During the following ten days the
men were given a preview of a peacetime training
schedule: lectures, marches, and parades. From
Wurzburg came tales of destruction, art treasures,
and wine cellars. Along with the tales came sam-
ples of Rheinwein and Schaumwein. On the
twelfth, the First Battalion executed an unsched-
uled training maneuver. While engaged in close-



order drill, supposedly miles from any enemy, Com-
pany D was suddenly pinned down by rifle fire
from another company of the Battalion which had
sighted a group of fifteen German soldiers and offi-
cers. They traveled only by night in their attempt
to make their way back to the German lines. Their
capture was due to the quick action of the security
guards from Companies C and D. A few days later
the Regiment moved to a bivouac area northwest
of Wurzburg and remained there for several days.

Since the victory at Mannheim, the Reulment
had not been actively engaged in hghtmg. Its
duties had consisted largely of securing roads and
bridges, guarding against sabotage, and rounding
up enemy straggle:s who had eluded advanced ele.
ments of the drive into Germany. Now came the
order to proceed southward by a long night and
day move to contact elements of the 63rd Division,
relieve them, and take over the job of following a
column of the fast moving 10th Armored Division.
On April nineteenth, contact was made in the gen-
eral vicinity of Lorch, and the Regiment was once
more in the thick of the fight.

Then began a mad dash to the south. The Regi-
ment, riding tanks, tank destroyers, artillery trucks,
jeeps, and captured German vehicles, cruised
through villages looking for the disorganized and
beaten enemy. The roads were lined with wrecked
and smoldering trucks. Surprised, sullen, and
sometimes pleased civilians stared in open-mouthed

wonder at the seemingly endless column of Allied
vehicles. The excited children ran to the roadside
and shouted for Schokolade and Kaugumme. Fight-
ing was sporadic but bitter. The First Battalion
met fanatical resistance at Bad Dietzenbach, bowled
it over with only a few casualties and pressed on.
The Third Battalion, after a seventeen mile march,
beat down the bitter German resistance at Welz-
heim, took the town and captured General der
Infanterie, Gen.-Lt. Helmut Thumm, former com-
manding general of the 64th Corps in the Colmar
operation of January, 1945. Confused, beaten, and
exhausted enemy soldiers were surrendering by
droves; and the Danube River was just ahead.

The First and Third Battalions entered the city
of Ehingen, only about a mile from that famous
waterway. The enemy retreated across the river,
dynamited the bridge and fled. The next day the
Battalions crossed the storied Danube, neither blue
nor particularly beautiful, by means of tanks and
assault boats but encountered no enemy resistance.
By this time the 63rd Engineers had completed a
pontoon bridge, and the Second Battalion now in
Regimental reserve crossed over it on April twenty-
fourth.

Across the Danube, the Regiment struck south
and east toward Illertissen on the Iller River. Upon
reaching the river, the First and part of the Third
Battalion established bridgeheads for the armor by
crossing in assault boats under enemy fire. Com-

Company K going through Berg, France.







Elements of 7lst Infantry fording Danube River,




During the last days of the war the Regiment traveled through the Austrian
Tyrol on anything that would roll.

fort, hunger, and rumors of a German surrender,
prompted them to give up by whole platoons and
companies.
columns of German foot troops marching along the
highway looking for an American soldier to whom
they could surrender.

Following in the path of the Tenth Armored
Division, on the morning of 28 April 1945, motor-
ized elements of the Third Battalion seized Gruns-
berg, Thalhofen, and Heggen. At 1345, the Bat-
talion entered the Austro-German border town of
Fussen and completely cleared it. The Regimental
orders at this time were to proceed into the German
National Redoubt; so the Regiment drove south
by southwest with the ultimate objective of linking
with elements of the Fifth Army coming north
from Italy, through the Brenner Pass.

Proceeding west along the Vils River,
Battalion crossed at Steinach, into the Austrian
Tyrol. But the striking beauty and spectacular
grandeur of the Alps had to be forgotten in the
press of combat. Encountering resistance at the
north end of the pass to Reutte, the Battalion
stopped at the town of Vils to form a plan of attack.

In the meanwhile, First Battalion troops reached
Rieden, Germany, but the advance to Fussen was
hindered by the steady rearward flow of enemy
prisoners and equipment captured en route. The
Second Battalion jumped off early in the morning
taking Seeg and advanced steadily on Fussen in
conjunction with the Third.

At 1700 on the twenty-ninth of April, from the
vicinity of Vils, the Third Battalion set out to
seize Reutte and block all roads leading there. After

the Third

It was no unusual sight to see long

having encountered heavy machine gun and small
arms ine, and numerous road blocks which were
blown by Company A, 63rd Engineers, the Third
Battalion captured Reutte. Continuing, the Third
struck out for Heiterwang, and although slowed
down by sporadic anti-tank and artillery fire
secured new positions in the town. The Second
Battalion, following in the wake of the Third, sta-
tioned guards on all roads and bridges. Through-
out the fighting in this sector, the Regiment was
hindered l)\ poor roads, very heavy snow, land-
slides, road-blocks and German demolitions.

On April thirtieth, at 0545, the Second Battalion
continued southward, bypassing the Third near

G. L’s taking cover behind fence in Austria.




Heiterwang. Foot troops of Companies F and G
reached Bichlbach with Company E following on
trucks. The Battalion met with occasional sniper
fire but eventually contacted the Tenth Armored
Division northeast of Lermoos. Company E, operat-
ing with the Tenth Armored columns, drove east,
and after a two-hour fire fight, seized Lermoos and

Infantry marching in Austria.
Krauts on the road near Vils, Austria.
Jet plane, Austria, 11 May 1945.

cleared Oberdorf, Unterdorf, and Ehrwald. Com-
panies F and H occupied and held Bieberwier. The
Third Battalion proceeded through Lermoos, ac-
companying other elements of the Tenth Armored
Division toward Dormitz. Advance riflemen meet-
ing road-blocks and landslides, the Battalion held
up and regrouped in the vicinity of Lermoos.

On May 1945, the Third Battalion, with parts
of the 772nd Tank Battalion and the 63rd Engi-
neers, continued the attack to the south. Near the
Blind See, the Battalion was soon hindered by road-
blocks and landslides, and also encountered small
arms, machine gun, and 47mm. fire. Deploying
off the road to lhc left and right, the Battalion was
pinned down by sniper and direct 88mm. fire from
over the Blind See. Previous to this, Lt. Warren
Wild of Company L led a combat patrol to locate
the enemy and to provide flank security. When the
patrol located two 88’s, 8lmm. mortar observer
Sgt. Walter J. Machowiak, Company M, radioed

back the approximate position of the guns and
called for mortar fire which successfully neutralized
them. Although constantly harassed, Lt. Wild and
his men remained in their discovered position until
the guns were silenced. Sgt. Machowiak was
awarded the Silver Star and Lt. Wild the Bronze
Star for this action.

After the 88’s were knocked out, the Battalion
moved up but discovered a thirty-foot crater in the
road on the north side of the landslide, and a forty-
foot crater on the south side, caused by German
demolitions. Foot troops, after having eliminated
more sniper fire, were able to push ahead, but,
because of the condition of the road, mechanized
units remained halted. At the end of the day, Com-
pany K reported strong opposition entrenched in
the hills, and also in the town of Fern. Enemy
strength was estimated at 800 men.

At 0200, on the morning of the second of May,
the Third Battalion continued its southward drive
through heavy fire from machine guns, self-pro-
1.3(:]10(1 guns, 88's and panzerfausts. After a bitter
fire fight in which Companies I and K reported
seventy-eight casualties, the enemy was driven from
Fern. The Fern Pass road was cleared of a land-
slide, and heavy traffic began moving slowly at
1210. The Battalion continued its slow progress
towards Fernstein and the southeast.

At 1330, the First Battalion moved out from
Ehrwald, also towards Fernstein. Led by Capt.
Harold A. Rupp and lst Lt. Archibald McLeod,
and armed with nothing but infantry weapons, the
First Battalion advanced rapidly and by a brilliant
and energetic strategic maneuver, crossed Mt. Wan-
neck, height 2,495 meters, and, coming in from
the south, surprised the German garrison in Fern-
stein at 1745. Said members of Company D’'s ma-
chine gun section: “Never again will we even look
at a mountain, much less try to climb one with
machine guns on our backs.” Advancing to the
north, along the Fern Pass road, the First Battalion
met up with elements of the Third and secured
the entire pass. '




In the maneuver over Mt. Wanneck, of the Nie-
minger Ridge, the First Battalion succeeded in pre-
venting the enemy from blowing the Fernstein
bridge. Company C's Lt. McLeod, leading the
advance elements, captured the 47th Volksturm
Grenadier Division command post with all its
staff, including the commander, Obt. Carl Langesee
and caused the complete disruption of the German
defenses. Along with Lt. McLeod, six Austrian
members of the German army led the way over the
mountain. The Austrian’s leader, Obt. Max Wenk,
was responsible for the rapid advance over the
mountain and in a large measure was also respon-
sible for surprising the German garrison at Fern-
stein.  One hundred and three prisoners were
taken, along with a complete battery of 88's. More
prisoners were captured as the two battalions
linked-up.

At 0830, May 3rd, the Second Battalion, with
Company B attached, jumped off to the southeast
to seize the Regimental objective, Telfs. Passing
through the First and Third Battalions, the Second
drove steadily towards Nassereith where Company
B was detached. At 1645, the Battalion passed
Stras and at 2005 entered Telfs where 1,000 pris-
oners were taken. Oblt. Max Wenk was instru-
mental in bringing about the fall of Telfs. Accom-
panying Second Battalion on its drive, he succeeded
in talking enemy troops in small towns in the path
of the advance into surrendering without a fight,
as well as bringing about the capture of enemy
personnel manning road-blocks situated to harass
our troops.

The First Battalion, meanwhile, followed the
Second toward Nasserieth where Company B was
rejoined. An enemy column was encountered south
of Dormitz by Company B, the Battalion’s leading
element. When a fire fight ensued, Company A
was ordered to the left to outflank the enemy. Dur-
ing this maneuver, 119 prisoners were captured.
Cmnpdmes A and B then continued to Dollinger,
seizing and holding the town.

The next day, May fourth, was concerned chiefly
with mopping-up operations and making contact
with adjacent Allied units. Many more prisoners
were taken as our road blocks were established.
Motor patrols ran constantly from Nassereith and
Telfs to Barweis. Mopping-up continued the next
day and road reconnaissance was again maintained
around Barweis. At 1705, theé Regiment was noti
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fied that all hostilities in the Tyrolean sector would
cease as of 1800, May fifth.

Through mud, rain, sleet and snow, bitter winter
days and niglits, sometimes fanatical and sometimes
sporadic enemy resistance, the 71st Infantry Regi-
ment had a brilliant record of 203 days of combat,
144 consecutively in direct contact with the Ger-
man forces. When word was received that hostil-
ities had officially ceased in the European Theater
of Operations, the one-time mighty aggressor was
completely defeated on the Regimental front.
Through the foothills of the Vosges, the rolling
Alsatian terrain, the long, cold, winter nights spent
in static positions, the New Year's Eve attack, the
crossing of the Neckar River, the fall of Mannheim,
the drive through Southern Germany and the Aus-
trian campaign, the men of the 71st maintained a
high record of combat efficiency.

In the first week of June, the Regiment was
alerted for shipment to the Pacific Theater by
way of the States. Moving by motor convoy from
Austria, the Regiment spent the first night of their
homeward trek in bivouac near the historic city of
Ulm on the Danube. Leaving Ulm, the Regiment
traveled by truck to Hardheim, Germany, where
an extensive salvage, rehabilitation, training and
athletic schedule was carried out for ten days.

A combined rail and motor movement brought
the Regiment to Rheims. Such places as Heidel-
berg, Strasbourg, Sarrebourg, Nancy, and Metz
were on the route of travel. While at Camp Pitts-
burgh, near Rheims, passes to Paris were the order
of the day. From Camp Pittsburgh the Regiment
moved to Camp Twenty Grand, near Le Harve,
and after a two-night stay, left the great continental
port, crossed the English channel and disembarked
at Southampton. For many, this was the first view
of the land of our great Ally, Britain.

While in England, the Regiment was stationed
at Camp Tidworth, only ninety miles from London
and sixty-five miles from Bournemouth, the com-
bination Palm Beach and Atlantic City of England.
Passes were issued to both places.

July eighth, the Regiment began moving by rail
to Scotland. Boarding the Queen Elizabeth in the
Firth of Clyde, the Regiment set sail for the States
on July fifteenth. Five days later the Queen
docked at Pier 90, New York City, and the fighting
men of the 715t Infantry Regiment had returned to
the wonderland that is home.
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HeEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY

APO 758 U. S. ARMY

23 November 1944

GENERAL ORDER)
Numser 112 )

To BE ReEap To ALL Troors

SoLDIERS OF THE 44TH INFANTRY Division: First introduced into combat the latter part of October in
the Eastern part of the FORET DE PARROY, you drove the Germans from their remaining strongpoints
in the forest and by continued and active patrolling kept the enemy from any offensive action in this
section.

As the left assault division of the XV Corps, in its attack to capture the SAVERNE GAP you attacked
on the morning of 13 November, overcoming strong enemy resistance after heavy fighting. By a brilliant
flanking movement you captured VACOURT and succeeded in destroying a large German force defend-
ing BOIS DE LA GARENNE. On the 17th, striking swiftly to the east, you captured BOIS DE LA
GARENNE in the face of savage enemy counter-attacks.

The same day you struck suddenly toward the important road center of RECHICOURT, keeping
the enemy off balance, forcing him from his prepared positions, pursuing his scattered units tirelessly,
and liberating AVICOURT, MOUSSEY, AUTRE PIERRE. Without respite, you continued to attack
and by the 19th had taken RECHICOURT, ST. GEORGE and FOUICNY. Hundreds of prisoners and
much equipment were captured. By this action you assisted immeasurably in accomplishing the final
defeat and disorganization of the bewildered enemy in your sector.

Your tireless efforts and relentless pursuit of the enemy resulted in the liberation of SARREBOURG
on 20 November.

By night fall of the 21Ist you stood ready to reduce the few remaining positions guarding the northern
entrance to the SAVERNE GAP.

Your outstanding accomplishments against a strong and experienced enemy indicate a high standard
of training and dlsrlplme and reflect a splendid morale on the part of your Division.

Men of the 44th Infantry Division, by your valor, skill and determination you have contributed
another bright page in the history of your fine Division.

s/t/ A. M. ParcH,
Lieutenant General, U.S.A.,
Commanding.

.

Reproduced by: Hq. 44th Inf. Div., 25 Nov. 44.

DISTRIBUTION:

To include Platoons.
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HEADQUARTERS 44tn INFANTRY DIVISION

AG 201.22 APO No. 44, U. S. Army
13 December 1944

SusjecT: Commendation.

To: The Soldiers of the 44th Infantry Division.

Starting with your initial entry into combat just prior to the attack to force a break-
through to the Rhine Valley and continuing through that operation and the subsequent
action up to this time, the men of this Division have demonstrated consistent fighting
qualities that have not gone unrecognized. Your Army Commander, Lieutenant General
A. M. Patch, in his congratulatory message of November 23rd stated among other things:
“Your outstanding accomplishments against a strong and experienced enemy indicate a high
standard of training and discipline and reflect a splendid morale on the part of your
Division.”

Later, your Corps Commander, Major General Wade H. Haislip, extended his sincer-
est gratitude to the Division on the successful defense against the counter-attack of the 130
Panzer Lehr Division in the Vicinity of Rauwiller on the night of 23 November. More
recently, General Haislip in a remark to the Commanding General of the 12th Armored

Division stated that you were a bunch of “fighters.”

The above comments by higher headquarters are a source of pride to all of us. It is
my desire that every man know of my appreciation for your fine achievements, splendid
endurance and demonstratedly high soldierly qualities. T am confident that your indom-
itable spirit will overcome all obstacles offered by a stubborn enemy and adverse terrain

and weather conditions and that we will move ahead to a certain and convincing victory.

R. L. SPRAGINS,
Major General, United States Army,

Commanding.

DISTRIBUTION:

To include Platoons.
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HEADQUARTERS
SIXTH ARMY GROUP
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO 23

Susjecr: Commendation. 13 January 1945

To: Commanding General, Headquarters 44th Infantry Division, APO 44,
Turu: Commanding General, Seventh Army, APO 758.

Since the night of 31 December 1944 the 44th Infantry Division has achieved new suc-
cesses. Receiving the initial impetus of the main enemy attack on the evening of January 2,
you maintained the integrity of your defense in the face of determined and repeated attacks
by the German 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division, supported by strong elements of two
Infantry Divisions. The stubborn resistance of your Infantry elements, supported by artil-
lery action, the devastating power and accuracy of which was unsurpassed, is outstanding.
You repulsed, with exceedingly heavy losses to the enemy, several strong attacks on Jan-
uary 1, and numerous other attacks and continuous aggressive action since that date. The
collective gallantry and superb fighting qualities of the 44th Division compelled the enemy
to shift his main forces to another area. I congratulate every member of the Division and its
supporting units for these courageous and successful actions.

Sgd. Jacos L. DEVERS,

Jacos L. DEVERs,
Lieutenant General, U. S. Army,
Commanding.
Reproduced by: Hq. 44th Inf. Div., 19 Jan. 45.

Ist Ind.
Office of the Commanding General, 44th Inf. Div., APO 44, U. S. Army, 19 Jan. 45.

To: Officers and Men of the 44th Infantry Division:

1. It is with the greatest pride and deepest humility that I express my appreciation to
you officers and men of the 44th Division, who, by your individual and collective gallan-
try, are responsible for the achievement that resulted in this citation.

WiLLiaMm F. DEAN,
Brigadier General, United States Army,
Commanding.

DISTRIBUTION:

To include Platoons.
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4«41:11 Qulck tO Join Ranks of Vets

By BILL 0°HOLLAREN -

YOHGANsmn an umwmlhamparwmalal of Luns-
ville, France, and send.the arrow shooling across Mm
aver the German horder, across the Rhine to Mm‘”eﬁ“ 1o ‘h&
‘Wurzburg area, south through Ulm and snw tire Austrian ‘Tyrol. Thel
arrow will represent e campatgns of the 34th Infantry Divigion.
But of course the arrows don't really tell the story. The errows
won't show which lowns were bitlerly defended. The arrows move in
a smooth line, a horizontal plane, and the infantrymen who made
the roule elimbed hills and waded rivers; churped mud and stum-
bled over their own dead to Keep the arrows advaneing.
The' 44th wasn'L fighting for real estate anyway. It was fighting
1o desiroy the German avmies. {n a IWI.I!: more than six months of
eombat, the 4ith look more than
44,000 prisoners and inflicted un- weeks when n-m into the fne
counted thoudands of killed and in the Parroy Foresl, mear Lune-
wounded off the enemy. ville, It.avas Detober and the Yosges

Bul here again (he Big -picture foothill W“‘ﬂ"{’ :un; ; wl:m

doesn't dell the story. THs mgmm ith niud and 5.
e who wiped out 4 7 : TR oW 0w
with his rifle only killed tq‘ln! Ger. g E”ﬂ“"“ to pi'ated. them from

mans and died himself. Yei it is Shelling, but they didn't know how
his story angd his actlens, multiplied
sufficfently, which make the totals, “PProaching Mmgttl ‘The mess
It is only by understanding him, W't W"f"eu; e uncerfain
and his story, that you ean feel and 2Dout getiing meals up front

A 44th Infantryman is ready in a machine-gun emplacement for any appreciale the combat record of the oR@ 110 one was quite sure what
enemy oounurﬁ‘ek measure. It was same throughout the long v
combat months; doughs working together. One adds camouflage here.  "The unit was In France five

; the diffefesce in sound was be-
AR SnaeN- twesn a German mortar and an 88.
For three weeks the i48h held a
_slutionary. . frent,. Th!f gol lheir
tirst shellings, sent out their frst
patrols, stumbled into thetr frst
. _mines, olubbed out thely fest Gen
“man gounterattacks, heard their
frst (verman propaganda (“Come
over to us, soldiers of.the 44th,
and have a hot meal.)

They chewed their K-rations,
plasiersd the propaganda spesker
agith artillery, and captured Ger-
s who hadn’t eatén for days. In
those three weeks the infantrymen
learned a lot about war.

Learned Hard Way

They learmned se¢ much that they
were cassigned to speavhead the
Novemrber 13 attack. Alsace-Lor-
raine had to be cleared, and at sun-
down the day before, the artillery
announced that the big show was
starting, Just 25,000 rounds were
tossed out by the 1536Lh, 15Tth,
247th, and 220th FA fﬁaualk!m.
plus veinforeing Corps artillery.

# snowed that morning, the first
real winter spow: The Tist and
32ith PRegimenis climbed the
ridges, skirted edges of woods,

v maneuvered against pillboxes and

Potlnhi worked I-n oiﬂl with ad- Qnioer' The “mere word nuun klol'hﬁs for soldierg advancing in dugouts, fell into trenches left

mwlnq ‘tanks as they approached the wooded battie zones. Hece, two Vanks go after the epemy trouble from the last war, squirmed oo
ills Austrian % mM- mu a third gives cover. Dead kraut in foreground attests to the mire when 88s craeked.

‘ammﬂz G2 - shooting acouracy of l.he 44th hunters. They flung their strength at the

Siw - . " HASE

to dig u foxhole thal gave anything



MEMORABLE SCENES IN
MANNHEIM, GERMANY
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A simple, dramatic radio announcement last night brought to
the 44th Infantry Division and other units of the Sixth Army Group
the news that the German 19th Army, the principle enemy on our
front, had surrendered unconditionally.

For the fighting men of the Lith, the news was a pleasant con-
firmation of what had already been expected. The men had fought
too long and too bitterly, and had beaten the Kraut too decisively,
to indulge in wild joymaking. Victory was not won from the Germans,
it was beaten out of them -- beaten out by a series of desperate,
bloody battles that have already gone down in history and legend.

The fight that ended today started for the LL4th back in the
Parroy forest near Luneville, and continued through Sarrebourg,
Schalbach, Volkesberg, Enchenberg, Strassbourg, Simserhof, Blies-
brucken woods, Gross Rederching, Mannheim and Ulm. It continued
through a lot of little towns that are unknown except to the dough-
boys who fought in them and the pitiful civilians who lived in them.

The fight lasted through a cold and bitter winter, through icy
days and nights so cold that a rifle barrel would stick to an un-
gloved hand. There are too many fine men still resting along that
trail for their buddies today to feel like celebrating its end.

It was those battles that the L4th fought in Alsace-Lorraine,
and the vigor and dash of the Division's slash across Germany and
into Austria that had so much to do with the victory announced last
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In a smooth, two-day operation the 7lst Infantry Regiment has
taken the great German industrial city of Mannheim., The 44th
Division infantrymen are mopping up the few remaining blocks of
the city not yet in their hands.

Clearing Mannheim was fast but edgy work for the doughboys.
The Germans failed to put up a stiff resistance, but sniper fire
pinged from tenement and factory windows and artillery south of the
Neckar River whanged away whenever they thought they had a target.

The 1lst Battalion of the 7lst entered Mannheim early Wednesday
morning. By noon the men of Lt, Col. Wm. Fowler, Tiernan, COregon,
had reached the Neckar river, which bisects the city, and before
dark all opposition north of the. river had been erased.

Anxious civilians in the part of Mannheim south of the Neckar,
lead by their assistant Burgermeister, wanted to arrange a truce
to save ‘their city from devastating L4th Division artillery
fire. So they went about it the simplest way possible - - they
picked up a phone and called the L4th Division Artillery Commander.
The entire city's phone communications system was in good working
order,

The assistant burgermeister called Wednesday afternoon, and
said that the Germans were amxious to surrender. If the Americans
would have a suitable delegation at the river's edge at 1810, the
Germans would meet them and arrange details.

The 44th cooperated, and a party led by Col. Robert L. Dulaney,
San Antonio, Texas, met near the main Neckar bridge at 1800, Ameri-
can artillery ceased on schedule, but at exactly 1810 the Germans
unleased a fierce artillery concentration on the river's edge - -
no doubt heoping to hit members of the L4th delegation. They didn't.

The assistant burgermeister wouldn't give up, though. Early
Thursday morning he was on the phone again, trying to arrange a
truce for 0830. The German garrison commander, a Captain, was as
punctual as before and poured artillery fire all over the place
promptly at 0830.

The 63rd Engineer Battalion had brought assault boats up, and
when a group of civilians crossed the river under a white flag a
few minutes later, trying to make a deal, the 7lst Infantrymen had
the answer., The civilians asked Col. Fowler's men to cross the
Neckar and clear the remaining Nazi holders out of Mannheim.

So the 7lst Infantrymen loaded into assault boats, and also
loaded the civilians into one of the boats. They started across
with the first boat soldiers, the second civilians, then more sol-
diers. At 0930 a platoon of Baker Company under Lt. Dale Hatfield
hit the south shore, and the rest of Captain Cass Jazwick, Detroit,
Michigan's Company was soon scrambling up the bank and headed down
the avenues through the center of Mannheim,

The crossing was made without artillery preparation or smoke,
and within minutes the bulk of the 1lst Battalion had swarmed into
the main city. Scattered snipers pinged away at the 44th men, but
the Ml's and BARs squashed them in short order. The great city was
gaping with the sounds of fierce L4th Artillery shelling, and the
civilians seemed relieved that the American had taken over.

Within a few hours the remaining two battalions of the 7lst
were across the river. By nightfall the city with a pre-war popula-
tion of 280,000 was completely under LLth Division control.
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Regimental
Headquarters Company

Introduced to combat beside the troops of the Regiment
was Regimental Headquarters Company, composed of a
Communications Platoon and an Intelligence and Recon-
naissance Platoon. The function of the Communications
Platoon was to maintain contact for the Regimental Com-
mander with his Battalions; at the same time it was the task
of the 1. & R. Platoon to procure intelligence that Company
Patrols and Battalion I. & R. Squads were not able to obtain.

In the first week after the memorable jump-off on Novem-
ber 18th from Luneville aux Bois, Repaix became the first
of a long string of towns to be captured entirely by the 1. &.
R. Platoon. Patroling the right flank of the Regiment dur-
ing the push, the platoon received orders after the break-
through to find out what troop dispositions were in Repaix.
Ten prisoners were taken by the men upon entering the
town, when a message was received for one squad to con-
tinue holding the town, while the remainder of the platoon
was to be used elsewhere. By the time the first Infantry
troops arrived in Repaix, the bag of prisoners had swollen
to twenty and the squad, led by Sergeant John Higgens, was
beginning to be concerned about being so badly out-
numbered.

During this same attack, the Wire Section played an
important part in establishing and maintaining communica-
tions with all the attacking units. Very often a line would
be reported out of order only a few minutes after being
installed, and the burden of getting the necessary messages
through fell to the Radio Section, which kept its sets run-
ning night and day, never leaving them unoccupied. On
many occasions, when neither of the sections could make
contact, the motor messages were carried personally by the
messengers of the Message Center.

On the nineteenth of November, the I. & R. Platoon was
sent ahead to contact first Battalion troops who had cap-
tured intact the vital bridge across the Marne Canal at
Xouxange. After clearing the nearby buildings of all enemy
troops, the Platoon was assigned the task of spearheading
the columns of foot troops into Sarrebourg, now but a few
kilometers away. When the city had been sighted, all but
the drivers and machine gunners dismounted and proceeded
on foot with the point. Just as the group reached a trestle
bridge on the outskirts, the columns were hit by mortars
and artillery. Constant artillery fire managed to pin down
the point and cut it off from the rest of the column. Then,
with advancing infantry, the enemy proceeded to kill or take
prisoner every man in the point. Eight men were taken
prisoners, three of whom were from the I. & R. Platoon:
Sgt. John Higgens, Cpl. Robert E. Levy, and Pfc. Sam
Breusch. They were taken into Sarrebourg where the
wounded men were treated and then evacuated on foot to a
Lager in Strassbourg. A week later, when the French 2nd
Armored Division rolled into town, Higgens and Levy were
liberated and returned to their outfit. Having been sent to
the German Military Hospital of the vicinity because of his
wounds, Breusch was not freed until the end of the war.
These men hold the distinction of being the first in the
Regiment to be captured and the first in the Seventh Army
sector to be liberated.

Later on in the month, in the Bitche sector, the hitherto-
impregnable Simserhoff fortress of the Maginot Line faced
the Regiment. At first little information could be obtained.
It had to be gotten the hard way: by daylight patrols. On
five successive days, Lt. Robert A. Dahl, accompanied by
Sgt. Willard Pruitt, Cpl. Homer Jones, Cpl. Jack Dowd, and

Chow time for Regimental Headquarters.
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Pfc. Jack Owens made daylight patrols to within fifty feet
of the fort, making sketches of the embrasures and deter-
mining the location and timing of the disappearing cannon,
which continued to fire until it was put out of action by
point blank tank destroyer fire. The patrols located but
could not eliminate machine gun positions on the fort.
As a result of their proximity, the patrol was continually
subjected to a harassing, although ineffective fire. On the
twenty-second day of December, the First Battalion jumped
off under the leadership of Lt. Col. William Fowler, accom-
panied by the patrol, which maintained contact with Regi-
ment. At 1600 radio silence was broken with the announce-
ment, ““We are now sitting on Simserhoff Fort.”

During the enemy’s famed New Year's Eve suicide attack
the 1. & R. Platoon held a forward observation post. The
first artillery the Germans poured in on the Second Bat-
talion positions broke the wires and broke the radio. It was
imperative that word of the enemy activity reach Regiment.
Pfc. James Moore volunteered to walk back with the infor-
mation, going unarmed, leaving his rifle at the O.P, to
afford more firepower in the attack that was inevitable,

Robbed of their communication, O.P. leader, Cpl. Dowd,
and Pfc. Owens retired to the E Company Command post
where they served as riflemen for the rest of the attack.
When E Company was surrounded the next day, they infil-
trated through enemy positions to return to Regiment with
the first personal account of the attack.

Meanwhile, the rest of the Platoon spent the night and
the next day patrolling the Regimental front, maintaining
contact with the enemy and keeping Regimental Intelligence
informed of the progress of the attack.

On the afternoon of February 15, the 71st recaptured the
high ground around Rimling in what the Stars and Stripes
referred to as “a limited objective attack.” After accom-
panying the advance elements on the attack, two groups set
up O.P.'s on the high ground and joined the riflemen in
digging in, although it was still daylight and their activities
were under enemy observation. When darkness fell, the
Germans threw everything but Goering medals at the posi-
tions. Rockets and “Screaming Meemies” were used in an
unprecedented number. Casualties were high and the attack
so fierce that the line was untenable, necessitating with-
drawal. Since they were not notified, Cpl. Jones, Pic.
Owens, Plc. Moore, and Plc. Colatruglio maintained their
position. Some time later they discovered that they were
alone and made an orderly withdrawal, although with more
speed than dignity. Meanwhile the other O.P., manned by
Sgt. Frank Silagyi, Cpl. Levy, Cpl. Dowd, and Pfc. Russel
Parker, had been retired and the men were forced to return
to Rimling. The next day the hill was retaken in force and
the O.P.'s were again set up.

Following the attack at Rimling, the Division was granted
a well-deserved rest. Then, again on the move, the Regi-
ment crossed the Rhine at Worms to capture Mannheim,
Germany's eighth largest city. Pausing only long enough
to link with the pushing 10th Armored Division, the 44th
Division began the chase of the bewildered Wehrmacht.

On the morning of the 2Ist of April, Goeppingen in Ger-
many was taken by the Regiment. Since that was the objec-
tive for the day, outposts were sent to the outskirts of the
town to hold until supplies could be brought up for the
next day's jump-off. In the day’s action the Regiment had
lost contact with the enemy and so sent out the I, & R.
Platoon that evening to check on whether two small towns
directly to the front had been evacuated. Using motorized
patrol tactics, they came into the approaches of the first
town, where they met a civilian, who was interrogated by
Cpl. Levy as to when the last German troops had passed
through the town, their general condition, and just how
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much equipment they had. The civilian informed them
that American troops were in the town. They advanced
into the village and found a platoon of the 324th Infantry
who were there to make certain that the Germans did not
return. .

They remounted their vehicles and proceeded to Sailbach,
the second town to be investigated. This time there was no
activity on the streets at all, but as the first vehicle turned
into the main street they were surprised to find both walks
lined with people. Suddenly a band burst out with the
“Marseillaise.” Then the jeeps were surrounded by people
shaking hands and throwing flowers. Finally a French sol-
dier who had been a prisoner reported to Lt. Dahl with the
news that the Germans had left and that the French pris-
oners had taken over the town and were waiting for the
first Allied soldiers. Lt. Dahl instructed the Burgermeister
to collect all weapons and cameras, and to turn over all
members of the 8S, the Wehrmacht, and the Volksturm to
the Americans. He also notified the Burgermeister that all
French prisoners were to be released and armed to maintain
order in the town until the first American troops arrived
later in the evening.

Shortly after, the Division entered Austria, Col. Ercil D.
Porter and the five men assigned to him: Sgt. Silagyi, Cpl.
Levy, and Pfc. Parker from the I. & R. Platoon; the Col-
onel’s driver, T/5 Kenneth Wilson, and Radio Operator
T /4 Charles Wadddll, found themselves seven miles ahead

Confusion of peace talk, wine cellars, and fighiing.

of the leading elements and out of radio contact. In order
to keep informed of the Battalions progress, they were
forced to turn back. During the trip back, the group ran
into three separate enemy concentrations that had been by-
passed by them earlier. In all, 106 Germans, including three
officers, were disarmed and escorted back to the lines.

A week before the end of the war, the two trucks, now
called Task Force Porter, were stopped by a civilian, who
identified himself as the chief enineer of the Luftwaftfe wind
tunnel which had just been captured. He placed all his
research at the Regiment’s disposal and notified the group
that a train on a nearby siding would be worth investigat-
ing. The men of the Task Force went to the train where
they found all the master mechanics of the Mauser Com-
pany as well as all their blueprints, which were to be used
in the “National Redoubt” in a do-or-die last stand. The
fact that they had saved themselves countless days of con-
tinued fighting did not occur to the men who were too
engrossed with the new Lugers and Mausers that were their
prizes.



Service GCompany

The Service Company, 71st Infantry, was the hub ol the
wheel that rolled the Regiment through its glorious vic-
tories in combat. From the day the organization received
its shipping orders until V-E day, a major role was played
by each and every member of The Service Company.

Two officer representatives were sent to the Port of Em-
barkation at Boston, Massachusetts, with duplicate lists of
shortages of equipment, and they ably supervised the check-
ing and loading of all types of equipment on board the
transport and freighter that carried the troops across the
Atlantic. This movement was made with all equipment less
motor vehicles.

Upon arrival of the Regiment in Normandy, the shortages
incurred as losses in movement were requisitioned and
drawn from Communication Zone Depots, This task, in
itself, was great and difficult, requiring the combined efforts

of everyone. Long, hard hours were experienced by all.

Prior to the organization’s going into combat, all major
needs were filled. As the trains, loaded with troops and sup-

The regimental welder does a job in Mark Oberdorf, Germany.

plies were leaving Montebourg, France, ammunition, which
had been unobtainable 48 hours Lefore, was loaded into
the 40 and 8s (40 Hommes et 8 Cheveaux) by the Battalion
supply sections of the Service Company.

Most of the Service Company personnel crossed France
in vehicles, which made up the major portion of the Regi-
mental motor column. However, this journey was miserable
due to the cold, wet weather. Each day’s travel was broken
by a nightly bivouac and the serving of hot meals which
meant no rest for the ration sections, both Regimental and
Battalion.

On 23 October 1944, the 71st Infantry had its first taste
of real combat, having relieved elements of the 79th Division
in the vicinity of Embermenil, France. Many supply prob-
lems confronted the Service Company, because everyone
was “‘green” to the ways of combat. However, nothing but

personal comfort and rest was sacrificed.

For field or combat functioning, the Service Company
had to spli[ up into many parts, each working, almost, as
a separate Service Company in itself. With each Battalion
a supply section was attached; technicians and specialists
manned the S-1, S-2 and §-3 sections; the Regimental Field
Train, which consisted of regimental supply, ammunition
section, maintenance and transportation, graves registra-
tion, special service and company headquarters; and the
personnel section that kept the paper work and administra-
tive problems to a minimum for the front line troops.
These are the spokes of the “great wheel.”

The first combat mission for the 7lst Infantry was a
defensive position in the vicinity of Embermenil, France.
There, new problems of supply confronted us. Having
taken the advice of the 79th Division “vets,” only “K”
rations were given the troops in the beginning, but we
later introduced our own system of feeding hot meals. The
Battalion S-4s had to cope with the problem of supplying
the troops, no matter what the cost. Advance supply points
were established as close to the front lines as was prac-
ticable, so as to reduce the distance the supplies had to be
carried by hand. Many things had to be considered and
performed in order to put an operation like this into elfect.
Near the railroad track between Leintry and Embermenil,
France, was established the advance supply point for the
Third Battalion and a road had to be made, with the aid
of the A & P Platoon, to allow vehicles to go as [ar as
possible. The wet weather increased this hardship as the
“man-made” road had to be maintained.

The Regimental Observation Post was established on
the railroad bank about one kilometer in rear of Leintry,
France, and while performing his duties here with the S-3
section, T /Sgt. Anders Isacsen lost his life by a direct hit
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of an enemy mortar shell. He was the only member of the
Service Company to be killed in action.

On 13 November 1944, the 71st Infantry started its rapid
advance through France. The first town liberated was
Leintry. This rapid advance presented a great problem to
supply, that of keeping up, as close as possible, with the
fighting elements of the Regiment. Not being the only
organization traveling the roads, traffic became a great
problem to us, but only for a short while

The Regimental Field Train, being such a large instal-
lation, did not move as often as the troops. Whenever pos-
sible, the front line commanding officers would send a few
men back to the rear train where a shower unit was available
to them. Here, the men were able to rest, get a good hot
meal and clean clothes before undergoing the tough grind
of combat again.

A skeleton crew for gasoline, rations and ammunition
moved, with quantities of supplies, when the troops moved.
‘This provided for a reserve over and above that which was
carried by the Battalion supply sections.

The first big city liberated in France was Sarrebourg;
with this, an additional and more pleasant service was ren-
dered to the troops: distributing alcoholic beverages and
food taken from enemy stocks. As a result of this prize
cache, the Regiment reveled for about two days, after which
time all resumed their more serious work, that of winning
a war.

After a short period of rest, the Regiment started, again,
its long, fast drive, and the next rest period came around
Christmas. This meant that candy, raisins, turkey and all
the trimmings had to be issued to the troops. Christmas
dinner for the Service Company personnel was one to re-

member. It was supplemented with the old Yuletide drink,
eggnog. This, in itself, brought good cheer to all.

New Year’s Eve rang a note of fervent seriousness on
the bell of events. The enemy attempted a bold attack on
our front, but they were successfully repelled. The Third
Battalion supply section was in the village of Woelfling,
France, with their five kitchens. Having only three trucks
on hand, it was necessary to shuttle the kitchens out of
town, to the Regimental Field Train, and temporary safety.
This was done in a startling short period of time. One
kitchen crew loaded in its entirety and was on the road
back in about fifteen minutes.

During combat the Regiment felt the need of more
weapons. The Ordnance section, realizing the uselessness
of a T/E, disregarded it and supplied whatever weapons
were asked for, in almost any amounts.

The next move was to Ormingen, France, where most of
the Service Company’s installations were set up in a former
French barracks. The unit remained there for about three
months. It was at this place where men who were given
passes to visit Paris, Brussels and London were outfitted.

The Regiment, being in a very stable position from Jan-
uary to March, 1945, began concentrating on garrison ways
of living and frequent inspections were made by command-
ing officers and medical officers of kitchens and surround-
ing areas to prevent any loss of personnel through disease.
The Battalion S-4s were responsible for the order and con-
dition of their respecti\-'e Battalion kitchen areas.

After a period of time had elapsed, the 44th Division
made a long move across the Siegfried Line and the Rhine
River into Germany proper. This was the longest one move
made by us during the entire period of combat. It was
necessary to make many shuttle movements in order to

Service Company stops for chow while shuttling through Germany.
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Men of Service Company pause to clean a 50 caliber machine gun in Guising.

bring all installations up. The crossing of the Rhine River
was done according to a master schedule set up by Army
Headquarters, and finding it necessary, the Regimental
supply section crossed it twice more, obtaining much
needed rations. They were the only ones in the 44th Divi-
sion to accomplish this mission.

All this meant that the transportation and maintenance
sections were in for a lot of work. Drivers were kept on
the go as long as 48 hours without sleep. Vehicles were
bombed, straffed and wrecked, but the Regiment moved.
It was fully realized by all, at this time, how much we
needed more transportation.

The taking of so many prisoners presented the problem
of evacuating them to the rear. So, with the capture of
Mannheim, Germany, came many German trucks which
were put to good use. Maintenance men familiarized them-
selves with German parts and stocked their sets with parts
and tools to keep them in operation.

In April, 1945, the 44th Division went into Army reserve
and the 71st Infantry bivouacked in the vicinity of Wenk-
heim, Germany. Here, the special service section went into
action again. Celebrities were obtained for entertainment,
and the Mickey Rooney Jeep Show was enjoyed by all.

The city of Wurzburg, Germany, which was about 40
kilometers away, furnished more consumers” alcohol. The
Third Battalion 5-4 located a warehouse which held enough
champagne to furnish an army, literally. Its stocks were
never depleted, at least, by us.

Regimental A, P. O. somewhere in Germany.

Finally, one cold, wet and altogether miserable night,
the Regiment received orders to enter Austria. This meant
a complete check on supplies, as it was quite a distance to
travel. There had to be gas enough for the trip, emergency
rations and water for all, and ammunition. All this was
obtained and distributed, allowing the Regiment to roll on.

The first view of the Austrian Alps was beheld upon
entering the town of Fussen, Germany, which was on the
German-Austrian border. It was breath-taking and every-
one remarked at its beauty. But, beauty alone was not the
prominent thought in many minds. It was realized how
treacherous those mountains could be.

Advance elements in the town of Fussen received word
that there was a possibility that our rear train might be
cut off from the rest of the Regiment. In order to warn
them, the Transportation Officer used an observation plane
to fly back and enlighten the Field Train Commander as
to the possibility of being ambushed.

It was after Austria was entered that almost everyone
felt that the war was over. Prisoners were coming in by
companies and even battalions. The last Field Train area
inhabited by the Service Company was at a railroad station
in Otztal, Austria. It was while stationed there that the
war ended.

V-E day meant that there would be no more fighting in
Europe for the 71st Infantry. However, the Service Com-
pany's work was never done. The men still had to be fed
and clothed.

In February of 1945 the Service Company was awarded
the Unit Plaque for Meritorious Service for its activities
and achievements in the first six months of combat. They
were cited for having performed all duties in a superior
manner under the difficult conditions of severe weather
and a rapid cross-country advance by the troops of the
Regiment. Under all battle conditions, elements of the
Service Company accomplished a punctual and flawless
delivery of all essential supplies.

There has always been a motto for the Service Company,
71st Infantry. It reads:

“If it's difficult, we can do it immediately.

If it's impossible, it will take us a little time.”

Time out for a card game.




Anti-Tank Company

HEADQUARTERS 44tn INFANTRY DIVISION

GENERAL ORDERS APO 44, U. S. Army,
NuMBER 48 17 March 1945.
UNIT COMMENDATION

The MINE PLATOON, ANTI-TANK CoMPANY, 71sT INFANTRY, is commended for outstanding perform-
ance of duty in action in eastern France on 13 November 1944. This platoon was given the mission
of clearing mines from the railroad bed between Embermenil and Avricourt before the area was taken
by our forces. In the face of heavy enemy small-arms, mortar, and artillery fire, the platoon accom-
plished its important assignment, permitting the route to be used for supplies and evacuation of the
wounded immediately after the capture of Avricourt. The courage, skill, and devotion to duty which
the men of the MiNe PraToon displayed on this occasion merit high praise and reflect great credit
upon themselves and our Armed Forces.

By command of Brigadier General DeAN:

GEeORGE E. MARTIN
Colonel, G. S. C.
OFFICIAL: Chief of Staff

s/t/E. DOHERTY

E. DOHERTY

Lieutenant Colonel, A. G. D.
Adjutant General

Anti-Tank Company Command Post, Achen, France.
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The Anti-Tank Company, as part of the 7lst Infantry
Combat team, arrived at Luneville, France, on the seven-
teenth of October, 1944, after having traveled 590 miles by
motor from the initial bivouac area in Normandy. The
tired, dirty men of the Company were allowed little time
for rest or divesting themselves of the grimy coat of French
mud they had acquired in the motor march before the
reconnaissance elements were hard at work with correspond-
ing units from the 79th Division. The mine platoon was
clearing mines and bobby-traps from vitally needed roads,
and the gun platoons were put to work in cleaning
their 57's.

When the Company had taken its place on the line, with
the second and third platoons in battle positions, the mine
platoon was given the mission of clearing a large enemy
mine field in the vicinity of Embermenil. From that time
until the initial large-scale attack on the thirteenth of
November, all platoons were assigned missions of supplying
anti-mechanized defense to the battalions on the line. The
first platoon succeeded in taking up positions on “B-Henry”
Hill, which had been cleared immediately previous to this
time by the mine platoon.

Two weeks of a steady, drizzling rain produced almost
as much misery as anything the enemy had to throw over.
In spite of all the ingenuity for which the doughboy is
noted, it was impossible to prevent the foxholes from be-
coming quagmires. Here the first cases of exposure and
trench foot were incurred.

The third platoon, minus one squad, remained in their
well-prepared positions under the leadership of T /Sgt.
Tramantano. The positions were situated on the reverse
slope of a steep hill on the edge of the Parroy Forest and
approximately 200 yards from the front lines. Because of
their position, rations and water were carried to the men
by the other squad, led by S/Sgt. Phillip McDorman. These
two weeks were uneventful except for occasional mortar
and artillery fire and a strafing attack by two enemy planes.
No casualties were inflicted.

For two days previous to the attack, on the thirteenth of
November, large numbers of friendly artillery units were
observed taking up positions in the Divisional sector. All
the men were guessing when the thrust was to begin, when
on the evening of the twellth, thirteen battalions of artil-
lery began a constant pounding of German positions to the
front. The intense barrage continued throughout the night
along with the first snowfall of the season. The second
and third platoons were in support of the First and Third
Battalions, while the first platoon was in mobile reserve
along with the Second Battalion. The mine platoon was
attached to Company A of the 63rd Engineers in clearing
the railroad tracks from Embermenil to Avricourt, which
was to be used as a supply route. Here they were subjected
to enemy sniper, mortar, and artillery fire.

At 1600, the second platoon was ordered to prepare posi-
tions for the night. Here the first casualties were suffered,
when Pfc. Wayne Cole was killed by an artillery shell, and
serious wounds were inflicted on Cpl. Pierdalla, Pfcs. Burns,
Kelty, Luna, Kennedy, Horner, and Larrison. The latter
two were from the mine platoon attached to aid in detect-
ing and neutralizing mines.

Pushing on through Igney and St. Georges, the Regiment
liberated the Alsatian city of Sarrebourg on the twentieth
of November. The following day the mine platoon was
engaged in checking an area for enemy mines. Two squads
of the first platoon set up their weapons on the edge of
town as a security guard.

On the twenty-fourth, the Company left Goerlingen at
0030 to aid in halting a large enemy counter-attack in the
vicinity of Rauwiller. An half-hour before, word had been
received from a cavalry group that the enemy was approach-
ing. Lt. Frank Gandler, first platoon leader, had recon-
noitered for gun positiuns, but before the men could set
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up the weapons, they were pinned down by an intense
artillery barrage which wounded six men. Unaware that
the situation had become a pitched battle, Sgt. Midence
and Pfc. Porter set out to establish communications with
the platoon leader, immediately finding themselves among
a large group of Germans. Taking advantage of the dark-
ness, they slipped away unnoticed, gathered the remainder
of the men, and decided upon a bold plan of infiltrating
back to their own lines. With Sgt. Midence and T /5 Stein
in the lead, the party started its hazardous withdrawal.
Suddenly they were discovered by the enemy, and while
Pfc. Perry hurriedly cut a passageway through a high wire
fence, the rest of the men kept him covered. With a well-
timed grenade in the midst of the pursuing Germans, Pfc.
Zukowski enabled all men except one to make their escape
through the fence and back to friendly territory. Pfc. War-
shafski, unable to push through the break in the fence,
quickly burrowed into a nearby haystack to avoid capture.
Three days later, when the town had been recaptured,
Warshafski rejoined the Company.

The advance of the Regiment into the Holbach-Sierstal
area was speeded by the quick work of the mine platoon
in clearing the roads and filling craters. Here the job of
aiding in the bombardment of the Maginot Simserhoft forti-
fications was tentatively assigned to the gun platoons. Later
it was found that heavy artillery did little actual damage
to the forts, so the three platooons took up poositions pro-
tecting the approaches [rom the north and east.

On the last day of the month the Germans attacked in
force in the Bliesbrucken vicinity, and the Company was
constantly in action throughout the battle. One gun crew
was overrun by the enemy, and Sgt. McDorman, Cpl. Bon-
field, and Ples. Cress and Sunderland were reported miss-
ing in action. The mine platoon worked feverishly to
prepare a network of mine fields in all possible vehicle
approaches, and were also assigned as bridge guards. When
relief arrived the second week in January, no man was
reluctant at the opportunity of enjoying a well-earned rest
and an equally well-needed shower.

In mid-February the town of Rimling and the Moron-
ville Farm were recaptured by troops of the Regiment.
Here, in a period of hours, three of the Company’s 57mm.
guns fired more than a hundred rounds of ammunition
on enemy frontline positions. The mine platoon was
utilized in stealthily preparing and laying mine fields after
dark to avoid being observed by the enemy.

During the battle of Mannheim, the three gun platoons
were assigned one to each battalion, and after its capture
were utilized to guard vitally necessary bridges.

When Mannheim had been secured, the pursuit of the
enemy took on all appearances of a rout. Some sporadic
opposition, varying from weak and incompetent to bitter
and fanatical, was met and overcome. The duties of the
Anti-Tank Company became a series of rapid moves behind
the quickly advancing armor and foot troops, with the
men being called on for a variety of duties ranging from
guarding bridges and other vital installations to clearing
roads of mines and firing on German troop concentrations
when directed.

On the sixth of May, the surrender of all German troops
in northern Italy and Austria was announced. The Com-
pany was situated in Haiming where it was engaged in
collecting and evacuating prisoners and displaced persons
in the area. Here the news of the mass German surrender
and the V-E Day Proclamation was announced by the
President six days later.

Processing of the prisoner stragglers and civilians con-
tinued, and patrols were sent frequently into mountains
for SS officers and men who had gone into hiding. Upon
completion of these tasks, Anti-Tank Company assumed
the duties of occupation and training until alerted for a
redeployment move by way ol the United States.



Cannon Company

A Cannon Company, in an infantry Regiment,
is armed with six 10bmm. howitzers. These guns
form the regimental commander’s personal artil-
lery battery. In combat, the guns are always in
position to fire in the prompt and devastating sup-
port of the rifle companies; and should the emer-
gencies of the situation demand it, one of the
pieces may be taken forward as a'sniper gun, fir-
ing from the immediate vicinity of the front lines.

Cannon Company set up in battle position in
the vicinity of Embermenil on the twenty-third of
October, 1944. The gun sections dug in along a
stream line; and a command post and fire direction
center were established nearby. Sgt. Benny Alek’s
gun section fired the first round in combat on that
same day; and the men of the company heard for
the first time in Europe the gentle roar of the
weapons they were to fire across Europe, from
Lorraine to the Tyrol. Ist Lt. Joseph Dimaria, in
a front-line observation post, observed and ad-
justed the first rounds fired.

From the twenty-third of October to the fif-
teenth of November the company remained in this
first position. Fire was delivered on enemy per-
sonnel and weapons in support of the action of the
rifle companies, particularly Company E. One
spectacular target was an enemy supply train that
burned for three hours after the company’s guns
had done their work. On another occasion the
town of Reillon was hit a one-hundred-round bar-
rage by the company’s guns. The company’s fire
was considered especially effective against enemy
mortar positions. During this time Lts. Thomas
Roney, Joseph Di Maria, Marvin Lee, Maurice
King, George Christiansen, Charles Harran and
David Rosenthal went forward with the line com-
panies and adjusted and observed Cannon Com-
pany fire. Cpls. Albert Clem and Reben Drag-
wich, and Pfc. Walter Schoenberger, Arthur Mc-
Curry, Melburn Mayfield, Charles Beightler, Lei-
per Robinson accompanied these forward observ-
ers as radio operators. While manning a forward
observation post with Lt. Roney on the thirty-first
of October, Cpl. Donald Bryon and Pfc. Lester
Krouse were caught in an enemy mortar barrage.
Krouse was badly injured and Bryon was killed
by the flying shrapnel.

In the Regiment’s November attack to Sarre-
bourg, the company poured harassing fire on all
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known enemy positions. The company fired par-
ticularly in support of the Third Battalion and its
spearheading element, Company I. Moving near
Igney, the company fired in support of the Third
Battalion’s drive to the important high ridge near
Foulcrey. The company then moved again to sup-
port the Regiment's capture of Sarrebourg.

In the Third Battalion’s engagement at Rauwil-
ler, which followed the taking of Sarrebourg, For-
ward Observer Lt. Thomas Roney, with his radio
operator, Cpl. William Gust, and his quarter-ton
driver, Pfc. Charles R. Duncan had moved forward
with the rifle companies. Consequently, when the
Germans overran Rauwiller with tanks and infan-
try, these three men were cut off from the com-
pany. They were taken prisoners, and remained
in German hands until the end of the European
fighting.

Throughout the first part of December the com-
pany supported Regiment’s advance from Eywiller
and Berg toward Sierstal. In the vicinity of Sier-
stal the company supported the Regiment in its
attack on the Simserhoff Fortress, from the thir-
teenth to the twentieth of December. In the course
of this mission, the company received its first
counter-battery fire; but no casualties were suf-
fered because of the well dug-in positions.

After the capture of the Simserhoff, the Regi-
ment took up defensive positions in an extended
sector, as the whole Seventh Army spread itself
thinly to compensate for the sending of great num-
bers of troops to the Ardennes front. On the
twenty-third of December, Cannon Company
moved to a position in the vicinity of Wittring to
support the Regiment on its extended front.
Christmas was a gray, cold day. Some of the men
attended a Catholic mass celebrated by Chaplain
Durbin. Others attended one of Chaplain Stob’s
preaching services. Mess Sgt. Tom Masiero con-
tributed to the Christmas feeling by distributing
G. I. hard-sugar candy at the noon meal.

The company maintained its position near Witt-
ring until the end of December. Despite the bitter-
ness of their combat Christmas the men, remem-
bering the sentiments of peaceful years, looked
forward to New Year's Eve. There was much talk
of how the new year would be welcomed at the
bars and firesides back home. Feeling that the
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company should celebrate as appropriately as pos-
sible, T/Sgt. John ]. Matti suggested to the Com-
pany Commander that the guns fire one round at
precisely 2400, the thirty-first of December. A
few minutes before the appointed time, the Fire
Direction Center telephoned the data, and at 2400
Cannon Company fired in celebration of the begin-
ning of the seventh consecutive year the Euro-
pean action of World War II. But before the
cannoneers could return the covers to their guns,
they had another fire mission, and another, and
another. The Germans’ New Year's attack was on.
The company in the Wittring position fired from
midnight until 0700 on January first. In the period
between 1200 and 0400 the company shot over
four hundred rounds into the Second Battalion’s

battle positions, and considerably alleviated the
strain of the attacking German horde on that unit.

In the course of the New Year’s action, the enemy
opposition was so fierce that machine gun fire was
being received in the gun positions. Gunner Cpl.
Edward Brill was struck in the leg as he stood in
his gun pit working the gunner’s sight.

Having exhausted all of its ammunition in the
constant firing of the morning of January first,
the company moved to a rearward defensive posi-
tion to await more ammunition. On the fifth of
January the company moved to St. Michel. Here
the cannons were checked for necessary repairs,
and the men prepared two sets of defensive posi-
tions in the vicinity. On the sixteenth of January
the company moved into position near Zetting,
and on the nineteenth the company, near Bining,
relieved a cannon company from the 100th Divi-
sion. The company maintained positions near
Bining for the rest of January and most of Feb-
ruary. Fire was delivered in support of the line
companies until they went in reserve late in Jan-
uary. Then the company fired harassing missions
assigned by the Divisional Field Artillery.

By the first of March the company was in posi-
tion to support the regimental operations in the
vicinity of Geising. Later three guns were sent
forward to support the attack on Rimling. The
rest of the firing battery came forward later, and
from a position on the outskirts of Guising, the
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company supported the Regiment in its defensive
positions. Since the first of the vear, 2nd Lts. Benny
Alek, Lou Soracco and Sgt. Lawrence Coil had
been added to the list of the company's forward
observers.

In the middle of March Cannon Company went
into strategic reserve at Silzheim, France, with the
rest of the Regiment. From there the company
moved on the twenty-sixth of March to Wieden-
thal, Germany. The Rhine was crossed at 1119
on the twenty-seventh of March, and the company
set up in a combat position to support the regi-
mental attack on Mannheim.

After the fall of Mannheim, the company in the
first weeks of April supported the Regiment in
securing of the Seventh Army’s left flank. The
company was set up first in Bernbach, and then in
Steinbach. When in the middle of April the Regi-
ment linked with elements of the Tenth Armored
to drive through southern Germany, the company
followed as general support and security. On the
twenty-fifth of April, in the vicinity of Dieten-
heim, Capt. John Thackston went ahead of the
company to make a general reconnaissance. The
Captain and his driver, T/5 Edward Colburn, and
T/Sgt. Charles Harran were pinned down by a
heavy and concentrated German artillery barrage.
Colburn and Harran escaped injury, but the Cap-
tain was seriously wounded in the abdomen by a
piece of flying shrapnel. When the Captain was
evacuated, Ist Lt. Joseph Di Maria, who had suc-
cessively held the positions of forward observer,
firing battery executive, and chief of the fire direc-
tion center, succeeded to the command of the Can-
non Company.

The company continued to support the Regi-
ment on its attack through southern Germany and
into Austria. Because of the congestion on the
narrow roads, one gun section at a time would fol-
low in direct support of the spearheading line
companies. At the end of the Austrian drive, Can-
non Company was stopping in Haiming, Austria.
With the surrender of the German government
and armies the company assumed occupation
duties, until the final march order was given and
the move to the United States begun.



Medical Detachment

During the period from the twenty-second of October,
1944, to the twenty-tifth of May, 1945, the Medical Detach-
ment of the 71st Infantry Regiment operated as four sep-
arate units. These units were attached one to each of the
three battalions, with the Regimental Section attached to
Regimental Headquarters and Special Troops.

The Medical Detachment treated and evacuated approxi-
mately 5,750 battle casualties, sick and wounded during this
period. Of this number about 250 were civilians or Ger-
man soldiers. About one-fourth of the members of the De-
tachment were themselves wounded in action while admin-
istering to the wounds of their comrades.

When the medics were called upon to treat civilians, the
treatment would consist of anything from delivery of babies
to the administration of drugs to the diseased. No one was
refused treatment. All were treated alike whether they were
French, Russian, Polish, German or some other nationality.

The many heroic acts on the part of the members of the
Detachment have resulted in the awarding of Bronze Stars
and higher awards to many of the group.

Often the task of caring for the sick and wounded became
so great that the 119th Medical Battalion would supply
litter-bearers. Line company men volunteered to carry
litters on numerous occasions. The ambulance drivers had
to drive away from the aid stations with their cargos of sick
and wounded while the areas many times were being
pounded by enemy artillery.

No one will forget the fine work done by the chaplains
who were there, too. Chaplains Durbin, Ramming, and
Stob were all worth an extra pint of plasma to each of the
wounded men when they arrived at the station. Their vigil
at the sides of the wounded was constant. They shared the
food, adventures, and misfortunes of the Detachment.

Of the many men who were members of the Medical De-
tachment, 71st Infantry, during the aforementioned period,
it can be said that they maintained and carried on against
great odds the finest traditions of the Medical Department,
U. S. Army.

On the twenty-second day of October, 1944, the Regi-
mental Section moved into Laneuveville, France, and set up
its first combat aid station. As the men were moving into
town, enemy shells began to fall, the first time any of the
members had experienced artillery fire.

November thirteenth, 1944, is a date that will long be
remembered by the Medics of the 71st Regiment. On that
cold, rainy day the section moved to Embermenil and estab-
lished an aid station in conjunction with the First and
Third Battalion Aid Sections. When the attack started,
this station was one of the busiest installations in the divi-
sion area. The floor of the station was always covered with
sick and wounded lying on litters or sitting on anything
that was available. The ceiling leaked and water was con-
tinually dripping on everything, adding discomfort to those
already uncomfortable. One person was continually sweep-
ing out the door the deepening pool of water that covered
the floor. Throughout the day this combined station of
doctors, dentists, dental and medical technicians treated and
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evacuated more than 180 casualties and the following day
treated 107 casualties.

On that day T /4 Hollingsworth, aid man with Anti-Tank
Company, was knocked unconscious by an artillery burst
and upon regaining consciousness immediately began giving
aid to the wounded around him. The dental technicians,
T/5 Matt and T /5 Wieckowski, volunteered to help evacu-
ate casualties during the attack and their help was much
appreciated by the overworked staff.

The section was in St. George on the nineteenth of No-

Physical inspection.

vember where it underwent its first real shelling. During
the night the personnel slept in unusual spots: the dental
officers, Capts. Ohnstadt and Schneider, in a chicken coop,
and T /5 Monaco in a potato bin.

On 21 November the section moved into Sarrebourg, the
first large city to be liberated, and two days later at Hilbe-
sheim T /4 Chaney was captured along with a gun crew of
Anti-Tank Company. Here the section, established in the
rectory of the local church, treated and evacuated the cas-
ualties of the Second Battalion which were being evacuated
from the fighting in Rauwiller. After Hilbesheim, the sec-
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tion moved rapidly through Postroff, Eywiller, Mackwiller,
Diemeringen, Butten, Montbronn, and stopped for several
days at Sierstal.

At Sierstal the sick call was rather heavy, consisting mostly
of upper respiratory infections and gastro-intestinal infec-
tions, with a few actual battle casualties.

Christmas was spent in Wittring with the Diebolds, a
really wonderful French family who made Christmas more
homelike to the men than they had ever expected when
they first arrived in France.

Everyone will always remember New Year’s Eve. In the
Regimental area it was mostly spent in packing and unpack-
ing the vehicles, ready to move out on a moment's notice in
case of a breakthrough. The enemy shells could be heard
exploding across the river while the friendly ones buzzed
overhead on their way toward the enemy.

After Wittring and St. Michel came Bining, where the
passes to Paris began. Then came a break in Oermingen,
where hot showers, clean clothing and more passes to Paris
and Brussels were enjoyed. Those lucky enough to receive
the passes were very enthusiastic about the things to be
seen in those cities.

March seventeenth found the section established in
Silzheim, where the division spent seven days enjoying a
well-earned rest. It was here that Maj. Clunan relinquished
command of the Detachment to Maj. Burnett, and took
over the duties of the Division Medical Inspector. Here,

also, the dental officers conducted a dental survey of the
Regiment, established a dental clinic and spent the remain-
der of the rest period caring for the dental needs of a large
number of men of the Regiment.

On the twenty-fifth of March the section moved by convoy
80 miles to Weidenthal, Germany. After arriving in Ger-
many there was much discussion as to the difference in
dress and appearance between the French and the Ger-
mans. A few more rapid moves brought the section to a
bivouac area in a forest five miles northwest of Wurzburg.
Just as plans were completed for training, we were ordered
to move to the vicinity of Mannheim.

At Goppingen, two men from the 8th Air Force who had
been liberated from an enemy hospital were treated and
evacuated by the aid station.

Then came Mulhausen and Ehingen, where the section
enjoyed the luxury of living in the private rooms of the
Hotel Crown Prince. After crossing the Danube outside
Ehingen, the section moved to Dietenheim, Eberbach and
then to Fussen on the German-Austrian border. Here every-
one caught his first glimpse of the picturesque beauty of
the Alps towering above the city.

From Fussen the section moved to Reutte in Austria, and
on to Lermoos. Following this came the Fern Pass, which
will be long remembered. The end of the war in Austria
found the section in Barweis, and the official end to the
conflict in Europe came while the section was located in
Roppen.

Regimental Aid Station, Lermoos, Austria, 1945.




First Battalion Aid Station

The First Battalion Aid Station set up initially in a
building at Embermenil Station, France. The litter routes
were carefully reconnoitered and planned by Capt. Uhler,
Battalion Surgeon, and Cpl. Tully. Over these routes the
litter-bearers carried the wounded from the lines where
they had received prompt first aid from the company aid
men. Very foten a single litter haul would require two and
one-half hours because of the deep mud and difficult ter-
rain. After the Battalion extended its front line several
hundred yards toward Leintry, the forward aid station was
located in a pillbox. This pillbox was only a few yards
from the front line and offered almost immediate treatment
of casualties. During this time, while the *Battalion was _i_n
a defensive position, in addition to the battle casualties,
there was a large number of sick as a result of the per-
sistent cold, damp weather. Many men became exhausted
from exposure and here developed the first trench foot
cases.

When the Regiment made its first attack on November
thirteenth the casualty rate was very high. As the Battalion
advanced, the aid station was moved forward along the rail-
road track which was on the left boundary of the Battalion
area and was established under an overpass about one-half
mile from Embermenil Station. Casualties were brought by
litter to this station, treated, then taken by jeep to a rear
station at Embermenil which was operated by the Regi-
mental Medical Section. Here they were given further
treatment, loaded into an ambulance and taken to the rear.
Among the litter-bearers and aid men who distinguished
themselves under heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire

were Pfcs. Perdue, Zema, Mead and Colling, and Sgt. Mc-
Entire. Pfc. Colling later became a casualty himself when
he stepped upon a mine while going to the aid of a
wounded comrade.

After the Battalion broke through the enemy defenses
at Embermenil, the aid station moved rapidly through
Leintrey, Igney, Foulcrey, Ibigney, to St. George, where,
during the night of November nineteenth, a number of cas-
ualties were treated and evacuated, but with some difficulty
due to the heavy enemy shelling. The next day the aid
station moved through Xouxange, set up in Bebing in the
afternoon and in the evening moved into Sarrebourg. The
following day the section enjoyed rather nice quarters and
a much-needed rest in this first large city liberated by the
71st Regiment.

On November twenty-second the aid station moved to
Goerlingen, France. The following day Company C, at-
tached to the Third Battalion, was cut off at Rauwiller.
During the ensuing action the company sustained a large
number of casualties. One of the company aid men, T /5
Foster, recognizing the necessity for immediate evacuation
of these casualties, proceeded to ‘make his way across an
open field which was covered by German light weapons.
After he had effected a tortuous crossing of the German
line, he continued on to the nearest town bringing infor-
mation that made possible the speedy evacuation of all
casualties.

The Battalion Section moved with the Battalion through
Eywiller, Berg, Mackwiller, Diemeringen, Ratzwiler, Mont-
bron, Lamback and Siersthal. During this time the casualty

Medical aid station in Guising, France.




rate was low and great emphasis was placed on the proper
precautions against trench foot.

At the Simserhoff Fortress of the Maginot Line the First
Battalion sustained many heavy casualties as a result of the
artillery fire from guns mounted on the forts. The litter-
bearers, under the supervision of 8/Sgt. Ideson, worked
hard and long, at the same time putting up with a great
amount of artillery fire. Company aid men, Percy Wilson,
T/4 William Jones and T /5 Eugene Bagley, did very fine
jobs in caring for the wounded during this action. T/5
Bagley was killed in action while performing his duties as
an aid man, and his loss was felt by all.

During the early part of January, 1945, the aid station
found itself with no alternative route for the evacuation
of front line casualties other than the one known as “Hell's
Run,” through Woelling. This particular route consisted
of a strip of observed road on which all traffic had been
stopped because of the heavy concentrations of enemy artil-
lery and mortar fire which any vehicle drew. The passage
was extremely dangerous at night because of the fact that
the noise of any vehicle brought an instant barrage of all
caliber shells. The two drivers, Pfcs. Hall and Thompson,
traveled the road day and night in order to evacuate the
wounded. They accomplished this by means of low, swilt
flights in their “jeepcraft.” They did not lose a wounded
man during the entire period.

Later when the First Battalion crossed the Neckar River
and entered Mannheim the companies covered such a large
front and moved so rapidly through the city that keeping
contact between the companies and the aid station was very
difficult. This was accomplished by keeping the aid station
mobile and moving along with the forward Battalion Com-
mand Post, where radio communication with the companies
was available. Capt. Giacona, Battalion Surgeon, was kept
busy that day keeping all elements of the aid station moving
as fast as the troops.

On April twentieth the push across southern Germany
into Austria began. Capt. Cullick was now Battalion Sur-
geon. Due to the fast-moving situation and in order to
keep contact with the troops and at the same time have a
place to treat the wounded, one-half the aid station re-
mained stationary and set up during the day while the
other half was motorized and kept close contact with the
troops. Casualties were carried by jeep or ambulance from
the front line to the aid station.
crossed the Danube, moved rapidly through southern Ger-
many, through Fussen and into Austria.

The medical section

When the First Battalion crossed Mount Wanneck single
file over an old trail, captured Fernstein and enveloped
Fern Pass, one litter squad was attached to each company
and one-half the aid station section accompanied the troops.
It was planned that “weasels” would follows the troops,
but the trail was too narrow and precarious for even a
“weasel.” On top the mountain a soldier from Company
A was wounded by artillery fire. Pfcs. Rice and Milazzo
treated the wounded man and then evacuated him down
the precipitous mountainside where it was too steep to
employ a litter; but by slowly climbing downward, grasping
the vegetation with one hand, and holding the casualty at
all times, they reached safety. Around Fernstein a number
of casualties developed. These were all cared for by the
medical section, kept overnight, and evacuated the next day
when the road to Lermoos was open.

The Battalion moved on through Nassareith and cap-
tured Dollingen. Evacuation was quite difficult because
of blown bridges and numerous craters in the mountainous
roads. Weasels were used freely and a shuttle system was
set up between the blown bridges and craters, so that one
casualty might ride on several vehicles and be carried across
craters by several different groups of litter-bearers, but this
movement to the rear was continuous and rapid.

The end of the war found the First Battalion Medical
Section in Weems, Austria.

Second Battalion Aid Station

The Second Battalion Medical Section, commanded by
Capt. Murphy, Battalion Surgeon, was first committed to
action with the Second Battalion of the 71st Regiment on
23 October, 1944, The aid station took over a site which
had been used by a similar section of the 79th Division.

The day presented a very pretty and sunny afternoon as
elements of the Second Battalion moved into positions now
being relinquished by the men of the 79th. Three aid men
accompanied each company. Twenty more medics and two
officers, comprising the station group, moved into a dirty
cellar 500 yards from the front and proceeded to set up
operations.
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All the writihg in the world and all the sagest advice

could not teach so much war to the section as did the first
barrage of nine mortar rounds which the Germans threw

into the backyard of the aid station. Twelve men who but
an instant belore had been standing and enjoying the
sunshine suddenly found themselves examining the ground
with their noses while the shrapnel flew over their heads.
Here it was that 8/Sgt. Maslak became the first of the many
Second Battalion medics to be wounded in the war.

The supreme trial of sacrifice and devotion to duty
came on the days and nights of 13 and 14 November. Dur-
ing these 48 hours, while the 44th Division sought to smash



through strongly entrenched German positions, many cas-
ualties were incurred. The litter-bearers and drivers who
had so vigorously started out upon the first evacuation
became casualties themselves or dropped from sheer exhaus-
tion after carrying the litters through snow, mud and sleet.
On the thirteenth of November aid man Charboneau
crawled out under intense enemy small arms, mortar and
artillery fire and time and again gave aid and care to his
wounded comrades of Company E.

The loss of T /3 Matzenger was a hard blow for all the
men who had ever known him. The gallant act for which
Sgt. Matzenger received the Silver Star' Medal, posthu-
mously, are told in the personal account of a friend, Pfc.
Clifford E. Anderson: “It was the evening of November
seventeenth. When the Germans opened fire at us we were
coming back from Rapaix to Autrepierre, France. 1 was
in front of George Matzenger and some fellows from Com-
pany E were behind him. Some of the men from Com-
pany E were hit. There was groaning and he began to
approach them under fire. 1 heard someone ask him,
‘Medics, have you got any morphine?’ Where he was work-
ing on them, he wasn't more than thirty yards from the
machine gun nest. He must have helped the boys because
they quit moaning and calling for medics. The only light
was from the German’s concussion grenades. Where Mat-
zenger was working there was water in the ditch. It was
very cold and windy and the water slowed his progress
because of wetting his bandages. The burp guns would
stop only when the clips were empty. I could see someone
kneeling where the wounded men were. Afterwards, I
didn’t see him.”

Then it happened that an alert Chaplain, an enter-
prising aid station clerk, and the Chaplain’s driver found
themselves on the road to Sarrebourg together with the
vague rumor that the French citadel had been liberated.
With visions of a huge beer hall for an aid station, Capt.
Durbin and T/5 Saner, urged on by the clerk, rode over
a mined bridge into a deserted and menacing city. Quick
to recognize the symptoms of a hostile attitude, the trio
dashed back to our lines after having penetrated a mile of
unoccupied territory. Later they returned at a respectable
distance behind the foot troops.

The period 31 December, 1944, to 5 January, 1945, re-
sulted in many casualties to both the Germans and the
Americans in the fanatical New Year's Eve attack. The
medics worked without pause for several days and were in-

strumental in saving many lives.

Early in March, several members of Company E became
involved in a clash with the enemy. T/5 James Martin

hoisted a red cross flag and stopped the war on that par-
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ticular front, so that the medics from both sides could
work on the wounded.

At Mannheim, Germany, Capt. Cullick gained the respect
and admiration of the men by establishing a flying aid
station which followed the line companies into an attack.

On April twentieth, the drive across Germany and
towards the Austrian border began. During the following
days and weeks the situation was that of extremely fast
moving troops, a very mobile front line, and a fanning
out of all elements to cover a wide front. This made evacu-
ation and caring of wounded very difficult. Capt. Lichlyter
was now Battalion Surgeon. Gone was the need for litter-
bearers to work between the front lines and the aid station.
During the day the aid station remained in the position
established the previous night, and with 5/8gt. Kokll in
charge, a moving aid station set up on a vehicle followed
the troops. At this time a valuable aid was made of the
wireless system of communication. Because the companies
were spread out, it was impossible to keep an aid station
vehicle with each unit. By keeping in contact with the
radio car, casualties and their positions could be ascer-

tained by information received, and the aid station moved
to that point. At many times the entire aid station was
mobilized with the ambulances from the collecting station
following, and casualties were picked up and evacuated
while on the move. This required close liaison between the
ambulance, the aid station, and the forward command.
This situation continued through Germany, across the Dan-
ube at Ehingen, and across the German-Austrian frontier
at Fussen. At Lermoos, Austria, the Second Battalion went
into reserve while the Third Battalion advanced through
the Fern Pass. Here casualties greatly increased. Due to
the blowing of bridges, the blockage of roads by mines,
progress was slow and costly. On May third, the Second
Battalion passed through the Third Battalion with Telfs,
Austria, as the regimental objective. Great difficulty was
encountered in moving the aid station ahead with the
troops as bridges were out and many places in the road
impassable. A forward shuttle system was used between
the road-blocks while the engineers worked feverishly to
clear the roads. At this time the first use was made of the
army “weasel.” These vehicles were the first to be able to
cross the hastily prepared roads around the blocks and
destroyed bridges and were used in evacuating many of
the casualties. The forward aid station had been set up
in Nassereith, and by evening of that day the entire aid
station had been safely brought through the Fern Pass.
Maj. Gen. Dean personally assisted in reconnoitering the
trails to be used in moving these vehicles forward. May
fourth found the aid station set up in Telfs, Austria. From
there the Regiment swung south, and the end of the war
found the Second Battalion aid station in the town of

Langenfeld, Austria, back once more to garrison medicine.



Third Battalion Aid Station

The Third Battalion Aid Station and medical men were
committed to action on 22 October 1944 when they relieved
a medical section of the 79th Division at Embermenil,
France. Although the front had been fairly stable during
the preceding week, the Germans suddenly attacked in a
wooded area north of Embermenil and threatened to out-
flank the entire 7lst Regiment. The number of casualties
was high because the men were inexperienced in actual
combat.

At the aid station, Capt. Hendry, Battalion Surgeon; st
Lt. Landes, the MAC; and Chaplain Ramming administered
plasma and applied splints to the wounded that were
brought back by the struggling litter-bearers. The aid sta-
tion was located about 500 yards behind the line at Ember-
menil, and was shelled often by the Germans. When Chap-
lain Ramming had nothing else to do, he was cooking for
the men in the aid station and in general did much to
keep up the morale of the section.

The litter routes were long, winding, through woods, over
hills and treacherous in this location. It was necessary to
cross the railroad track which was under enemy observation
in order to pass from the front lines to the aid station. The
litter-bearers crossed this route many times, often experienc-
ing mortar fire after reaching the railroad track.

The first attack came on 13 November, and the initial
attack was costly in killed and wounded. That evening Lt.
Holubeck and T/3 Scala moved behind the troops and set
up an aid station in Leintrey before the roads were opened
for vehicular traffic.

The next move brought the station into Igney, France,
where the buildings were still burning. Along the route
to Sarrebourg, the station was located one day in St. George,
where the German artillery fire made evacuation of the
wounded a dangerous and difficult task.

Finally, upon reaching Sarrebourg, the station was set up
in what was formerly a Gestapo headquarters and there it
replenished its supply of candles. Nothing is more neces-
sary to a medical unit than an adequate amount of light.

Four days later, the Battalion, including many of the aid
men, found themselves in the village of Rauwiller sur-

rounded by attacking Germans. The aid station was located
about three kilometers away in the town of Goerlingen.
There were many wounded men and the closest road was
cut off by the enemy. Cpl. Brey and Pfc. Leichter brought
a jeep around from the other side of Rauwiller and success-
fully evacuated all the wounded men under cover of
darkness.

New Year's Eve found the enemy attacking the entire
Regimental line. The medics worked 24 hours a day treat-
ing and evacuating the wounded for three days. One of
the outstanding aid men at that time was T /5 Robel who
went out under heavy enemy artillery and small arms fire
to treat a seriously wounded man.

Another outstanding aid man was T/3 Ortwin Wagner.
A lead scout of Company L had been wounded and Wag-
ner went after him with an aid kit in each hand. The
artillery was falling all around him and the force of the
blasts was so great that it blew the helmet from his head.
He got the satisfaction of bringing the man back and
undoubtedly saving his life.
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On 15 February, T /5 Farkas went out to treat a machine
gunner from Company M who had just been wounded. As
Farkas moved towards him a sniper began to fire on the
medic. This did not deter the man from treating his fallen
comrade. Even after he was hit, Farkas continued to work
on the casualty. Not until the man was evacuated did he
think of his own misfortune. Through the tireless efforts
of men such as he, the Third Battalion Medical Section
gained the respect of the officers and men of the Third
Battalion.

On March sixteenth, the entire 71st Regiment drew back
to Silzheim, France, going into reserve, after the Third
and 45th Division made an attack through our lines, and

it is interesting to note that this marked the end of sta-
bilized defensive positions, thereby requiring a new plan
for medical evacuation.

At Silzheim the Third Battalion aid station, with Capt.
Lichlyter as surgeon, utilized this needed rest for reorgani-
zation of equipment, and in giving a physical check-up on
each man in the battalion. On March twenty-sixth began
the long move north up through Kaiserlautern, Germany,

and two days later found the aid station crossing the famous
Rhine River at Worms, Germany. The following day the
Third Battalion was in regimental reserve during the init-
ial drive for Mannheim, Germany. The Third Battalion
then assisted in clearing the town of Mannheim and it was
during this time that it was found necessary because of the
rapidly moving troops to establish a rear aid station, and to
send a vehicle equipped with litters, plasma, and technicians
ahead with the troops to form a forward aid station which
moved forward at the rear fringe of the advancing elements.
Men were treated from this mobile aid station and sent
to the rear aid station for further treatment or evacuation.
As the situation permitted, the rear aid station closed in
withh the advancing troops. The following two weeks con-
sisted of cleaning out towns, long moves to the vicinity of
Somborn, Germany, for a few days, and then a long swing
south to the vicinity of Winkheim, Germany, where the
Battalion was again in reserve for several days. During
this period the aid station was busy taking care of the gen-
eral health of the troops, and in preparing for the final
drive,

Upon reaching Fern Pass, Austria, on May first, the
medics found that the only route of evacuation had been
destroyed by the enemy and so it meant that all the cas-
ualties, and there were many, would have to be moved
to the rear on foot. Here the litter-bearers performed the

job magnificently and by the afternoon of May second all
casualties had been evacuated.

During the entire period that this section was assigned to
combat operation there were many outstanding deeds per-
formed by many men. One of the outstanding contributions
to medical work of this sort was performed by §/Sgt. Edward
Wagner. His intrepid action and bravery in the face of
heavy fire was responsible for the saving of many lives.

The end of the war found the Aid Station in Telfs, Aus-
tria, from which they moved to Oetzz, where peace was
finally declared.
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History of the First Battalion

Debarking at Cherbourg was without incident. Landing
craft activities were of interest to all and we were greeted

by American soldiers on the shore at Cherbourg with the

words, “It’s all over, you're too late.” How often we have

wished they had been right! Upon landing, a short motor
move was made to the vicinity of Valoognes, France, where
for three weeks the First Battalion was occupied in battle-
field indoctrination on the soil over which our forces had
recently passed. Here the First Battalion was able to observe
the effects of battle, to see the real effects of destruction,
wrought both by the enemy and by our friendly forces.

We received practical training over what was once the actual
battlefield of units that had

preceded us. Training was
conducted in the application
and technique of German
weapons, German mine tech-

nique, and hedgerow fight-
ing.

It was soon learned that a
combined train and motor
move was to be made to the
east. The First Battalion was
to go entirely by train with
the exception of the Battalion
motors and personnel assigned
to accompany the Division
motor train. This move was
made on a French manned
and equipped railroad. All
personnel came through in
good style and the detraining
at Luneville, France, was with-
out unusual incident, in mid-
October. Here First Battalion
men were in audible distance
of real combat on the part of
other units. New and slightly
confusing to the men was the
constant rumble of heavy
artillery, that of other units,
our own artillery, and that of
to support our
combat activities. Little nervousness was observed on the

units later

part of the men, as they did not know as yet of what to
be afraid. Here our men were indoctrinated by stories
from combat men who had been up front and by actual
observation of the results of modern land warfare. It was
soon learned that the 44th Division would relieve a combat-
weary Division that had fought long and hard and had
paid dearly for ground gained in the sector in which the

44th would soon be committed. Early bivouac areas of

-

LIEUT. COL. WILLIAM FOWLER
Commanding Officer First Battalion, 71st Infantry

4]

the First Battalion were just west of Luneville and in the
Parroy Forrest, northwest of la Neuveville. The First Bat-
talion initially did not relieve a respective unit on line but
was placed in mobile reserve which meant move dig,
reconnoiter, and prepare counter-attack plans. Reluctance
to dig a shelter soon disappeared as digging became the
way of life to the infantrymen. Here our men were abruptly
weaned away from kitchen-prepared hot meals. We were
living in the ground; rain and mud was the order of the

day.

On the twenty-fourth of October the First Battalion
Command Post was set up in Ebermenil, France, and the
troops of the Battalion re-
Third Bat-
talion in the old trenches
of World War 1, in the Le
Remabois Woods. Here the
men were brought face to face
with real enemy and it is use-
less to say that the elements

lieved our own

of weather and the counter-
activities of the enemy made
life very miserable for our
men. Here our men withstood
the driving, penetrating, cold
rain, and the German mortar
and artillery fire as was the
way of life in the Le Rema-
bois Woods. It was here that
our men, strong in spirit, but
taxed to the utmost physically,
suffered in the water-soaked
crumbling foxholes. Physical
stamina began to dissipate
rapidly. Darkness brought lit-
tle relief and activities became
more or less routine. Here in
the darkness of night, Ger-
mans countered with a mo-
notony-breaking activity. The
area became alive with rol-
licking German marching
songs followed by snatches of
the older Bing Crosby tunes.
Men could hardly believe their ears and we were sure that

battle fatigue had not caught up with us this early in the
game. Then as suddenly as the music had begun, the
music stopped. In perfect English a clear voice welcomed
the men of the 44th Division to what was said to be a
futile bloody war on our part. That being so, argued the
voice, there was but one reasonable thing to do: climb out

of the watery, muddy foxholes and come through the lines
to the German positions. There would be hot food waiting



First Battalion Command Post at Embermenil.

and every man could depend on being with his family by
Christmas. As a matter of fact, prisoners taken throughout
the night testified that they had not had a hot meal for over
a week. Little were First Battalion men thinking of Christ-
mas, but the Christmas that did come will be one which they
will never forget. In answer to the German appeal, word
was quickly relayed to the ever-ready 44th Division Artil-
lery, “Fire Baker One and repeat on Red One"”; a stock
message which was destined to follow the First Battalion
throughout the entire period of combat. The “Krauts,”
as we had learned to call them, did not press the issue
further than to counter with their own mortars and artil-

lery.

On the second night of occupation, members of Com-

pany A were credited with the first close contact with
German patrol members, when a small three-man German

The

associated

patrol was disposed of in the prescribed manner,
names of Atkinsin, Miller and DiNuocio are

with the patrol incident.

On the third of November a limited objective attack was
carried out to effect a straightening of the line, in prepara-
tion for a large offensive action which we were sure would
the Le Remabois Woods that the

soon come. It was in

First Battalion suffered its first casualties and fatalities.

Lt. Donald Ferguson was one of the first to be wounded
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by German mine action. The new position on the forward
edge of the woods were occupied without serious difficulty.
These positions offered good observation of the city of
Leintrey, France, and of the battlefield over which the
First Battalion was later to attack. While presenting good
observation of enemy territory, our Battalion was exposed
to direct observation by the enemy and we suffered heavily
from continued enemy mortar and artillery fire. It was
while in this position that Company B suffered heavily
indeed, While directing friendly artillery from an exposed
position, Capt. Paul L. Pyle was killed by enemy shell
fragments from a tree burst. Many officers and enlisted
men have praised the Captain as a courageous man and a
great leader. Throughout the period from the initial occu-
pation of positions in the Le Remabois Woods until 13
November 1944, the First Battalion dug and re-dug fox
holes, which often afforded little protection from the Ger-
man fire or little comfort against the severe elements of
rain, sleet, and cold. Here we experienced the mounting
rate of non-battle casualties, as men suffering from ex-
posure and trench foot were evacuated for need of neces-
sary treatment. A significant element in the Le Remabois
Woods occupation was the patrol activity as directed for
purposes of securing enemy information. It was at this

time that Lt. Irving Young of Company C and eight



enlisted men lost their lives as a combat patrol into enemy

territory during daylight.

Friday, November 13, will long be remembered as the
date of the first large scale attack on the part of the 44th
Division. The First Battalion sector of attack was that to
the east, north of the city of Leintry and south of the rail-
road. The sector presented open fields, a gradual slope
and gradually rising ground to the known enemy-occupied
positions. The season’s first snowfall had arrived during
the night and as the men struggled out of their watery
foxholes they stood out brilliantly against the white mantle
covering the soggy ground. They made perfect targets for
a waiting, well-dug-in enemy. The zero hour was 0710. The
entire night had been filled with the thunder of thirteen
battalions of friendly artillery, softening German positions.
For two days and nights the advance was held up after
limited gains of up to fifteen hundred yards had been made.
Casualties mounted rapidly, both battle and non-battle;
many men were broken in body and spirit. It was here
that we first learned that artillery cannot be expected to
neutralize large areas of well-dug-in and well-emplaced
enemy. Men dug deeper, went without food, remained
wet, muddy, exhausted, and withstood the shock of enemy
mortars, artillery and small arms fire. High ground on the
forward edge of the woods previously held by the enemy
was taken in hand-to-hand fighting where casualties in

officers and enlisted men were high on both sides.

At 0100 on the morning of November 16, Lt. Col. Wil-
liam H. Fowler, then a major and for the past year
Regimental Plans and Training Officer, was assigned to

command the First Battalion, with order to move the Bat-

talion, prior to daylight, two miles forward into enemy held
territory. Moving out into the darkness, Col. Fowler

rallied the dissipated battalion of about eight officers and
125 men, moved into enemy territory, reached the assigned
objective, and was dug in by daylight. Little opposition was
encountered from the enemy save for sporadic artillery fire.
However, the physical condition of the men was such that
fighting efficiency was practically nil. Contact could not be
made on the right and the unit assigned to move on the left
did not do so throughout the night. Much credit is given by
the Battalion Commander to the enlisted men and to Capt.
Lindskog, Lt. Moon, Lt. Hamilton, Capt. Rupp, Capt.
Looby, Lt. Guthrie, and Lt. Brothers for making possible

the accomplishment of the mission.

The next two days were taken up in reorganization of
the Battalion. Platoons and companies with their ranks
greatly depleted were pulled together. Two days of fair
weather, better food, and respite from direct observation
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and fire from the enemy permitted time to effect the
necessary reorganization which would permit the Battalion
to carry on further offensive missions. On the evening of
November 16, the Battalion swung south to the vicinity of
Igney, a small village taken by our Third Battalion. Upon
completion of digging the necessary shelters outside of
Igney, the Battalion received orders at 0200 to move to high
ground on the right of the Third Battalion. This was diffi-
cult with tired men but was accomplished prior to daylight,
and when daylight came the First Battalion was occupying
high ground looking across a deep valley at enemy occu-
pied positions. This move, as was later learned, was pre-
paratory to a coordinated attack to the east, on the part
of the First and Third Battalions. Jump-off time was 1230,
and the platoon of tanks assigned by higher headquarters
to support the First Battalion was not available. Artillery
concentrations as called for could not be obtained, although
artillery observers from our own artillery and attached
artillery were present. Here Company D’s mortar platoon
is credited with excellent firing in support of rifle company
movement. Enemy positions along the right flank of the
sector of the attack were neutralized. Lt. Quinn is cited
for excellent work on this occasion. Moving out in column
of companies, under moderate resistance, the assigned
objective, which was the high ground to the northeast of
Foulcrey, was secured shortly before dark, and the men
dug in for the night. It was during this attack with Com-
pany C and elements of Company D in the leading attack
echelon that Capt. Lindskog was wounded, but refused to
leave his company until directed to do so on the following
day. In the late afternoon the Battalion Commander was
in receipt of orders to take the city of Foulcrey in conjunc-
tion with the Third Battalion. Company A was used to
accomplish this over light resistance as the city had been
given a good application by friendly air corps, and was
burning brightly in many places as the troops entered the
city. Throughout the night Company A must be credited
with saving two sizable concrete bridges by alert guarding
in the outskirts of Foulcrey, which facilitated greatly the
movement of friendly units the following day. On Novem-
ber 19, the First Battalion moved generally along the main
highway in rear of the Third Battalion toward Ibigney and
St. Georges. Swinging left in the outskirts of St. Georges,
Company A became engaged in a fire fight and it was here
that one of our best sergeants, Sgt. Brenner, lost his life.
It was not until nightfall that with supporting heavy weap-
ons, and meager tank support, the enemy resistance was
nullified with the capture of the enemy strongpoint. Thirty-
five prisoners were taken, which at that time was a sizable
number. At nightfall the Battalion was ordered through St.

Georges to Neulmuelin, where one of the famous night
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marches into enemy territory was made. The Battalion, less
Company A and the Battalion C.O., still engaged with the
enemy at St. Georges, led by Capt. Pampinella and Lt. Ham-
ilton, marched eight miles into the little village of Neuf-
muelin two hours after it had been vacated by the Krauts.
Company A and the Battalion C.O. closed into the village
several hours later, at 2400. From Neufmuelin to Sarre-
bourg the First Battalion spearheaded the attack of the
71st Infantry. From Neufmuelin to Sarrebourg the cities
of Xouxange and Bebing had to be taken. It was at
0200 on the morning of November 20 that a mission was
initiated which proved of farreaching significance. With
the Battalion ordered to preserve the crossing over the
canal at Xouxange, the Battalion Commander selected Lt.
Moon, Lt. LeBlond and 20 enlisted men for the mission.
A combat patrol moving out at 0300, three miles into enemy
territory, did seize and hold the large concrete bridge over
the canal, prior to daylight, and fought off enemy attempts
to blow the bridge. This accomplishment is considered as
one of the more significant accomplishments of our combat
history. Saving of the bridge permitted the entire Regiment,

a French Armored unit and other combat elements to pass

over the bridge later in the day. Destruction of the bridge
would have delayed the advance of division combat ele-
ments for hours, if not days. How close the First Battalion
was operating on the heels of the enemy is indicated by the
Germans blowing the large railroad bridge on the far out-
skirts of the city, as elements of the First Battalion entered
the city. At Xouxange the First Battalion was joined by
a small task force of French Armor. A route around the
blown railroad bridge was soon found and the French Armor
and the First Battalion moved together to the city of
Bebing. No resistance was met en route and only slight
resistance from sniper fire was encountered in Bebing. It
was here that the French Armor, lacking orders, refused to
accompany the First Battalion farther. Still two miles from
the regimental objective and slightly less from the division
objective of Sarrebourg, the Battalion Commander said
“Let’s go,” and what he said to the French Armored Com-
mander should not be repeated. However, the French Com-
mander seemed little perturbed, largely, we believe, because
of his inability to understand English. So peaceful appeared
the situation that the Battalion moved out of Bebing and

into the outskirts of Sarrebourg. The enemy was waiting and

These prisoners taken in Sarrebourg were among those taken by the Regiment.




let our forces reach the edge of the city before opening up on
the lead elements of the Battalion. At this point Company
B was moving as the advance element of the Battalion. With
the lead platoon was Lt. Howland, then commanding Com-
pany B, Lt. Hoyt of the Regimental reconnaissance platoon,
and Col. Fowler, the Battalion Commander. The Germans
let loose with all they had in the way of small arms and
artillery. Lt. Hoyt was wounded, Lt. Howland was killed
as well as were several enlisted men on the edge of Sarre-
bourg, and several were captured through inability to with-
draw from the situation under constant German fire. Walz,
the ever present Colonel’s radio operator, had his radio
put out of commission by enemy small arms fire when bul-
lets penetrated the radio on the operator’s back. Withdraw-
ing the forward elements of the Battalion, the Battalion
Commander effected the necessary organization and at-
tacked across the high ground to the west of Saarburg
toward the regimental objective. It was during this move
through the woods that enemy small arms fire and anti-tank
fire was encountered and Lt. Cole, the only remaining
officer in Company C, was wounded and had to be evac-
uated. Lt. Hamilton, Battalion S-2, organized a small task
force, moved through the edge of Sarrebourg and succeeded
in knocking out the anti-tank guns that were holding up
forward elements of the Battalion. Continuing the attack
to the northeast, the Battalion effectively overran German
artillery, mortar, and infantry elements, captured large
quantities of equipment and occupied the 7lst Infantry
regimental objective. During reorganization the Battalion
Commander was given orders to hold the regimental objec-
tive with one company and attack Sarrebourg from the north
with the remaining portion of the Battalion. This was
accomplished as the First Battalion entered the Division
objective, Sarrebourg, from the high ground to the north as
darkness fell. The crossing of the large steel bridge into
Sarrebourg under enemy small arms fire, as First Battalion
men were silhouetted against the sky, will not soon be for-
gotten. Upon entering the city, the first of its size to be
taken by the 44th Division, members of the Battalion sought
cover in several substantial buildings to avoid enemy small
arms fire. Sarrebourg was fought for only by the First Bat-
talion, 71st Infantry; it was entered at darkness in the
order of First Battalion, followed by the Third and Second
Battalions in order. The twenty-first of November found
the 71st Infantry clearing the city of Sarrebourg of the re-
maining Germans with the First Battalion covering an as-

signed sector. On the twenty-first the First Battalion was

finally settled in a large school building as rear echelon ele-
ments of the Division sought suitable quarters. Sgt. Stickney
was in command of Company C. Two days in Sarrebourg
permitted reorganization of a badly depleted battalion and
Lt. Hudgens was placed in command of Company C.

A small amount of heavy German artillery had to be con-
tended with while in the city. From Sarrebourg the Battalion
moved to the vicinity of the small village of Gorlingen
where the Battalion was bivouacked in the wooded area
just west of the village. We were still not convinced that
every advantage should be taken of buildings for occupancy
by our troops, when not actually engaged in fighting. While
at Gorlingen, a reinforced rifle platoon was sent back to
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the area of the Regimental objective near Sarrebourg to
search the area for possible artillery pieces still manned, in
the vicinity of the large city. Company C men who made
the trip, returned the next day as did elements of the
Xouxange patrol, which had been left as security on the
Xouxange Canal bridge. It was while at Gorlingen that
the much-talked-of Rauwiller episode occurred, which in-
volved Company C only as far as the First Battalion was
concerned. Company C was attached to the Second Bat-
talion in an attack on Rauwiller and it was here that Lt.
LeBlond and the very much-needed Sgt. Stickney were
wounded, neither of whom were to return to the First Bat-
talion. Company C returned to Battalion control as the
Battalion moved to the small cities of Hellering and
Kirberg.

At this point the Fourth Armored Division enters the
picture. It was indeed a dark period when the Third Bat-
talion was in trouble in Rauwiller and Companies A and B
in Kerberg reported to the Battalion forward command post
that the Krauts were pushing our outposts back. By a stroke
of good luck the Fourth Armored came rumbling in from
our left flank. Only because of blown bridges along their
assigned route did the Fourth Armored swing towards the
right and wind up in the middle of the First Battalion.
Needless to say, they were more than welcome. Thus was
the pressure in Rauwiller relieved, but only after two days
of hard, tough tank fighting and the Fourth losing over 18
tanks. Little did the First Battalion realize that they had
come head-on with the 17th German Panzer Division who
were on their way to retake Sarrebourg.

During this terrific tank battle nature had to have its
say and though men were being killed and wounded, "“Doc”
Uhler, the Battalion surgeon, brought an infant into the
world, for which he accepted the most valuable payment—
one dozen fresh eggs.

Following a day’s rest, the Battalion moved out at 0300
on foot, via a route from Kirberg to Baerendorf to Pisdorf
where the Battalion attacked through a wooded area to
the north, with the objective the city of Eyewiler. Opposi-
tion was of little significance until the entry of the city
was made where buildings had to be thoroughly searched,
and civilians cooperated in locating hiding soldiers and in
pointing out enemy mine fields. Tanks were not available
to assist the infantry and were used only momentarily
throughout the entire route of combat to this point; they
were of assistance in the edge of Sarrebourg and in entry
to Sarrebourg.

From Eyewiler the Battalion moved out by foot through
Berg with orders to effect a coordinated attack with the
Second Battalion, the First Battalion on the right to attack,
seize Rexigen and continue the attack. The Battalion with-
out supporting armor entered Rexigen under minor oppo-
sition and Company B prepared to enter the woods beyond
the town as darkness fell. Under direct observation from
the woods on high ground, the Germans, with mortars,
made the open ground untenable for the night and here
Capt. Jozwiak is credited with sound judgment in with-
drawing his enti<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>