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A circle drawn on the map of Maine with
Mt. Katahdin for its center, and 100 miles
from edge to edge, embraces the richest field
for the sportsman in the United States.

Nowhere else is there such satisfactory hunting for big
game, in territory so easily reached. The area of northern
Maine, above a line drawn across the state from Bangor, is
greater than that of the states of Vermont and New Hamp-
shire combined. Aroostook county alone is nearly as large
as the state of Massachusetts, having an area of 6,800
square miles, or 500 square miles more than the state of
Connecticut. Piscataquis county, the smallest of the three
counties forming the greater part of northern Maine, has an
area of 3,780 square miles, or 500 square miles more than
the states of Rhode Island and Delaware combined.

Except a belt of cleared country in the eastern section of
Aroostook county, along the
New Brunswick border, this
region is but sparsely settled,
being covered with thousands
of square miles of almost pathless forest, dotted
with an endless chain of lakes, and traversed by scores
of rivers and streams. The extent of its lake system is not
fully shown on any map, owing to the absence of a complete
survey of the wilderness. Special reference to the lakes and
streams of northern Maine is made in the chapter in this book
devoted to fishing and canoeing.

Owing to certain conditions of ownership of the wild lands in
northern Maine, nearly the whole north half of the state, about
15,000 square miles in area, is practically one great game preserve.
The wild lands, once the property of the state, are now owned
by men who wish to keep them in their wild state as long as pos-
sible, owing to the returns to be had from the timber on them.
The state assumes the right of eminent domain over these lands
in the matter of hunting, and makes laws governing hunting on
them, thus conserving the supply of game, and making better
sport as the years go hy

Game is so abundant in this great forest preserve of the north
that anyone who can handle a gun and walk the forest is morally




Deer
Plentitul
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certain of getting a shot at a deer, while hunters who go for moose seldom come
out of the woods without having come up with their game. Whether they secure
their trophy of a pair of antlers or not depends on their skill. The game is there,

Deer are so common that they are seen everywhere. In summer dozens may
be counted in a day’s paddle through lake and stream; and in the hunting season
the results of the chase are shown in the heaps of game seen in transit, or at the
various stations along the Bangor & Aroostook railroad awaiting shipment. It is
not an uncommon sight to see a ton of game come down Moosehead by steamer
for shipment from Greenville, while from other stations on the line the game
shipments have at times been so large as to call for the use of a flat car.

The deer in Maine are the common Virginian, or white-tailed deer. They are
wild and quick to take alarm when being hunted, but are tame enough in summer,
when around the lakes and streams. Here they are seen feeding on lily pads,
which are their favorite summer food. They also eat tender foliage of various
kinds, and are so fond of vegetables that in the clearings and around the towns
gardens suffer much from their visitations.

In the fall, after the water becomes cold, the deer quit the edges of the streams
and lakes, and retire a little way inland, feeding in or near swamps, and on ridges.
In October and November the bucks range far in quest of does, as that is the
rutting season. After the snow comes the deer form yards, or roads in the snow,
which they keep trodden down, and along these they feed from the browse
afforded by cedar, hemlock and other trees. They are very fond of the ground
hemlock, but as this generally grows low, it is covered with snow early in the
winter.

The Virginian deer is a soft brownish gray color. It is extremely fleet of
foot, and moves through the thickest growth with ease. It is a good swimmer,
and is frequently seen in the lakes in summer by canoeists. The bucks attain a
weight of 275 pounds.

No one can estimate the number of deer in Maine within many thousands.
They increase very rapidly, in ‘spite of the large number killed every year. In
the season of 1899 not less than 10,000 sportsmen visited Maine, and it is esti-
mated by competent judges 15,000 deer were killed in the state. Of these about
25 percent were shipped out of the state. Of the shipments made from Maine
90 percent are from the territory of the Bangor & Aroostook railroad, according
to an official of the American Express company, which controls the express busi-
ness on Maine railroads. The B. & A. shipments for 1899, as may be seen by
the table presented at the end of this chapter, were 3,756 deer. There were also
shipped from B. & A. territory in 1899 166 moose and 15 bears, besides various
kinds of small game, and a large quantity of pelts of fur-bearing animals.

<

Less plentiful than deer, but the greatest of all game in the American forest
to-day, are the moose, which in Maine are much more numerous than anywhere
else in the country. A massive, ungainly beast is the moose, with coarse brownish
hair and a bristly mane, almost black. ~ The belly and legs are grayish, with a
touch of yellow. The horns of an old bull will spread five feet from tip to tip.
The moose is the largest antlered animal now extant. The great Irish elk, long
extinct, was taller, though probably no larger in bulk. A skeleton of one of
these animals, exhumed some years ago, showed that the elk stood about 10 feet
high to the tops of the horns, which had a great spread, measuring about 11 feet
from tip to tip. Cuwsar described the great Irish elk as being ¢ nearly equal to
the elephant in bulk, but in color resembling a bull.”’
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The moose is to-day the largest game hunted in the forests of the temperate
zones. His weight often exceeds 1,200 pounds, or that of a good sized horse.
His height is greater than that of the horse, being from six to seven and a half
feet to the top of the fore shoulders, while some animals exceed that. The larg-
est moose ever brought out to Bangor weighed more than 1,200 pounds and stood
seven feet six inches high to the top of the shoulders. This animal was nine feet
tall to the top of his horns. He doubtless fed at a height of 10 feet from the
ground. The bark and twigs of young poplar, birch and maple trees, and a
species of ash known as moose wood, form the chief diet of the moose in winter.
In summer he feeds around the banks of lakes and sluggish streams, on the pads
and roots of lilies. He is fond of standing in the water, both for the purpose of
feeding, and to keep off flies. When in the water the moose is often easily Moose
approached in a canoe, though under the existing game laws in the state of Maine Hunting
he cannot be hunted until October 15th, by which time he has quitted the water begins
for the hard wood ridges, where he feeds during the fall and winter. Oct. 15th.

<

To reach the Maine woods in these days is an easy matter, owing first to the
location of the Bangor & Aroostook railroad through the wilderness, and secondly
to the development of routes from the railroad to the best hunting regions in the
interior, where first-
class Sporting camps
have been built. In
the old days, when the
Maine forest was an
almost unknown re-
gion, a long and hard
journey from Bangor
by stage, bateau and
canoe was necessary to
get there. Now one
may ride from Bangor
to the foot of Moose-
head lake, over the
Moosehead lake divi-
sion of the Bangor &
Aroostook railroad, in
the same Pullman car
that has brought him
from Boston. If he is
going to the region
around Katahdin or
beyond, his vestibuled P
train takes him, by the INDIAN THAT I KNOW.”
main line of the road,
straight up into the wilderness, over as fine a roadbed as will be found on any
railroad in the country, and puts him down at any convenient station he may
select as a point of embarkation by stream or buckboard to more remote hunting
or fishing regions.

Travelers to the Maine woods for the hunting season resolve themselves into
three kinds: Campers who go down in August, to get a little fishing with their
camping out, and to be on the spot when the law granting a special license per-
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mitting the killing of one deer for food purposes, and
allowing the preservation of its head as a trophy, be-
comes effective, on the first day of September; hunt-
ers who go late in September and early in October,
to avail themselves of the opening of the regular
shooting season for deer and moose, and who expect
to make part of their hunting trip by canoe; and those
who go still later, after canoe travel has ceased to be
a factor in the hunter’s plans, owing to the approach
of winter, and who hope to be in the woods with the
coming of the first snow.

Every train for Maine going out of the north Union
station in Boston in autumn carries sportsmen bound
for the north of Maine, over the Boston & Maine,
Maine Central and Bangor & Aroostook roads.
Especially heavy is the volume of this travel during
the week preceding the opening of the regular shoot-
ing season for deer, which begins October 1st, and
also the week preceding the 15th of October, when
the open season on moose begins.

The heaviest train out is ¢ the Pullman,” so
called, in the evening. The smoking compartments
of the sleeping cars are filled with sportsmen, all ani-
mated with anticipation, discussing the merits of the
various points to which they are bound, or telling
stories of former trips to the north woods and their
results.  Bangor is reached early in the morning,
and after breakfast the train goes on into Bangor &
Aroostook territory. Not many sportsmen stop in
Portland. Quite a number stop at Bangor, to get
personal supplies. It is not necessary to engage
guides here, as at most places on the road guides
will be waiting if the proprietor of the hotel or sport-
ing camp to which the sportsman is bound has been
notified that guides are wanted.

It will be observed that after the first of November
the law does not require that sportsmen shall be ac-
companied by guides. It is not advisable, however,
to go into the woods without guides. Much useless
labor is saved by having a guide, even though the
sportsman know the country in which he is to hunt;
while if he is a stranger to it, a guide is as necessary
as a gun. If one goes to a regular sporting camp, in
a good hunting region, it is not imperative that a
guide be engaged, at any time, as the sportsman can
look for deer himself in the vicinity of the camp.
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The law making the services of a guide compulsory
applies only to parties going into the woods to camp
out; that is, parties not living at a licensed sporting
camp, who would build camp fires, for the existing
Maine guide law was framed largely to protect the
forest from fire, in return for the privileges enjoyed
by sportsmen on the wild lands.

But even in the case of hunters staying at licensed
sporting camps, it is a safe general rule to always
have a guide. The best guides in B. & A. territory
charge but $3 a day for their services. Ordinarily
they earn every cent of it, for when camping out
they do the cooking for the party, clear camp sites
and make camp, fetch and carry the heaviest bur-
dens, and are the right hand of the expedition, while
they furnish canoes and cooking gear for themselves
and their clients free of charge. In moose hunting
the service of a guide is indispensable, and the best
results are obtained by employing one who makes a
business of hunting the moose, rather than general

guiding.

Sportsmen intending to visit Bangor & Aroostook
territory will make no mistake in addressing any of
the camp owners or guides who advertise in this book,
and confiding in whoever is employed as guide the
work of preparing for a trip. For deer hunting this
is not great. In fact, unless the hunter wishes to go
deep into the forest, he may obtain good deer hunt-
ing near the railroad, at almost any of the sporting
camps or hotels in B. & A. territory. Around Moose-
head lake, for example, it is not necessary to go out
of gunshot of the hotel to get game. At Northeast
carry, where the Penobscot river flows within two
miles of the head of the lake, there is a great range
for deer in the narrow strip of land between river
and lake, where the hunting is always good. Any-
where around Moosehead, if one wishes to camp out,
the legal limit of deer may be had in short order. In
fact, at any of the resorts described in the fishing
section of this book, there is also good deer hunting,
and readers having a hunting trip in view are advised
to peruse not only this chapter, but the fishing section,
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of this book, to obtain better understanding of the country, bearing in mind that
deer are so plenty in northern Maine that hunting is never poor, while in nearly
all places in B. & A. territory it is better than may be found in any other part of
the United States.

During the summer the deer are around the edges of the streams and ponds,
feeding and bathing. They eat the pads of the lilies in the water, and feed at
the edge of lakes and streams until into September. At this time the shooting
of a deer in B. & A. territory is a simple matter. It is only a question, in most
localities, of paddling up on deer after deer, selecting the best head, and secur-
ing it. A dozen deer may be seen in a day around any small lake in northern
Maine, except perhaps in the vicinity of towns. Even near the towns the deer
are in summer so numerous as to be a source of annoyance to the farmers. Fences
built to a height of 10 feet, to keep them out of vegetable gardens, are not un-
common. In the clearings around the hotels at various points on Moosehead
lake deer mingle with the cattle in summer. One hotel proprietor was obliged in

A MODEL CAMP INTEKIOK.

the summer of 1899 to hire a man all through the month of August to keep the
deer out of his garden at night. At Lily bay, Kineo, the Outlet, and Northeast
carry, deer may be seen from the hotel.

Sportsmen planning a hunting trip to Maine are advised to study the maps of
B. & A. territory carefully. A large map, giving the townships of northern
Maine, and much detail not found in smaller maps, is issued by the Bangor &
Aroostook railroad company, and will be sent on application to George M. Houghton,
general passenger agent, for 25 cents. A general idea of the B. & A. territory is
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to be obtained by observing that its western limit is
Moosehead lake, (though a fine hunting country be-
yond there, in the vicinity of Jackman, is reached by
connection with the C. P. R.); while its eastern limit,
so far as hunting is concerned, is the main line of the
Bangor & Aroostook from Brownville to Ashland
Junction, and the Ashland branch. To the eastward
of the raifroad are many hundred square miles of
forest not yet hunted, chiefly because the hunting is
just as good to the west of the road, in territory more
casily reached.

Between Brownville and Ashland are a number of
stations where deer may be had without going out of
hearing of the locomotive whistles on the railroad,
while a way opens to more remote hunting grounds, to
which there is practically no limit. On the main line
Ingalls siding, Schoodic, Seboois, South Twin, Nor-
cross, Millinocket, Grindstone, Stacyville, Sherman
and Patten are all good hunting stations, while on the
Ashland branch are Weeksboro, St. Croix, Masardis,
(the station for the Oxbow country,) Squa Pan and
Ashland.

At the various stations are comfortable camps or
hotels, and others farther in are reached from each of
them.

Norcross is the great sportsman’s depot for the
lower West branch and its adjacent lakes. Hundreds
of hunters who put in at the head of Moosehead, and
make the West branch trip by canoe, come out here,
and bring their game with them. Study of the map,
and of the fishing section of this book, will show the
waters to be reached from Norcross. The deer hunt-
ing is first class around them all. The country adja-
cent to the Jo Mary lakes, Nahmakanta and the lakes
near it, the West branch to and beyond Sourdnahunk
streain, the ponds to the south of Katahdin, and Mil-
linocket lake, as well as around the lower West
branch lakes, Pemadumcook and Ambajejus, is all
hunted from Norcross. Moose are found in this
country in considerable numbers, though perhaps not
quite so plentifully as to the west and north of Katah-
din, in country reached from the head of Moosehead
lake, from Patten, and from the Ashland branch.

<

By this general outline of the hunting sections
reached from the B. & A. it will be seen, first, that
deer are to be had anywhere along the line above
Brownville (and even below there the hunting is not
bad); while moose hunting is first class in various
places, namely: All around Moosehead, and espe-
cially in the country lying east and north of it, reached

8
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from Lily bay, Spencer bay, and Northeast carry;
in all the large territory lying between Moosehead
on the west and the railroad at Norcross and vicinity
on the east; all around Mt. Katahdin, reached from
Norcross, Grindstone, Stacyville, Sherman, Patten,
and intermediate points; along the upper East
branch of the Penobscot, and the Sebois, reached
from Patten; along the upper waters of the Aroos-
took, and its tributaries, reached from Masardis and
Oxbow; andin the country west of Ashland, around
Fish and Big Machias lakes, their tributary ponds
and streams, among the Aroostook mountains, and
their outlying foothills.

In a book of this size and character it is not
practicable to specify the many places where moose
runs are found, as few of these places show on
the map. They may be referred to in a general
way, and when the prospective hunter for moose
has made up his mind as to the territory he wishes
to visit, he may rely on his guide for the details of
the hunt, and the selection of ground to be worked
over.

Of the moose territory in the north of Maine it
may be said that Mt. Katahdin is its center, while
its western limit is marked by the border of the
state, west of Moosehead; its eastern limit by the
main line of the Bangor & Aroostook railroad; its
southern limit by the Moosehead lake division of
the B. & A., and its northern by a line drawn west-
ward from Caribou.

There are moose in all parts of the region thus
bounded, they being more plentiful in some parts
than others. The moose loves the deep forest. He
ranges a great deal in the fall, and comes as far
south as the Moosehead lake division of the Bangor
& Aroostook road, which he crosses; but his home,
where he winters in greater numbers than anywhere
else, is in the wilds south, west and north of Ka-
tahdin. Other good moose country, reached from
either Katahdin Iron Works, Roach ponds, (east
of lower Moosehead,) or westward from Norcross,
is the region lying between Katahdin Iron Works
on the south and the West branch of the Penob-
scot on the north. A line drawn on the map from
Norcross due west to Moosehead, at Lily bay, trav-
erses the center of this region. Many good moose
are brought out of here every year. Other ex-
cellent moose country lies directly east of Moose-
head lake, from Lily bay to the head of the lake.
At Lily bay last year a moose was brought down
in the field near the hotel. Near Spencer bay
several large bulls were killed in 1899. The coun-
try east from Spencer bay, along the Roach river
and its tributaries, is also favored by hunters of the
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moose. Some fine specimens were secured last year on Lazy Tom brook, in
this locality. The animals come down from the north here on both sides of
Lobster lake, from far above Chesuncook, and after getting to the Roach ponds
strike off southeastward into the region previously mentioned, lying east of Moose-
head and west of Norcross. Scores of them yard here all winter.

North of Moosehead, around Chesuncook, Chamberlain, Eagle, Caucomgomoc
and Allagash lakes, are dozens of bogs and streams where the moose are always
at home. Any hunter who goes to Greenville and thence up Moosehead, taking
with him a guide from Greenville, Kineo or Northeast carry, can hardly fail to
come up with many moose in this region in the course of a two weeks’ hunt.
Another first-class moose country is eastward from Chesuncook, past Harrington
lake, to Sourdnahunk. The geography of this country is described in the
itinerary of the West branch and Allagash canoe trips, in the fishing section of
this book, and in the itineraries of the East branch, St. John river, and Caucom-
gomoc and Allagash lake trips in this chapter. Hunting in this region means
canoeing also, while on the other side of the wilderness, reached from the main
line of the B. & A., it does not, necessarily. The hunting regions reached from
Patten, on the Sebois and East branch, and at Telos and Sourdnahunk lakes, and

Trout brook, are all reached by buckboard. At Ashland and Patten, as well as
at Masardis, a business is made of catering to the wants of the hunter of big
game, both in the matter of transportation and supplies, while the guides here
devote their best efforts to big game hunting From Masardis the Oxbow country,
westward along the headwaters of the Aroostook, one of the finest moose regions
in Maine, is reached by team for the first 10 miles from the railroad, to ()x‘l)uw,
and thence by canoe, as described in the fishing section of this book.

In presenting data concerning the hunting regions in B. & A. territory, it is the
purpose of the company not to overdraw the facts concerning the kind and quality
of hunting in the various locations mentioned, and to give as straightforward an
account of the country as possible, without unduly favoring any given locality.
The game record of the road for the past few years will show from which stations
the largest amount of game has been shipped. In studying it the reader should
bear in mind that some stations are depots for shipping from a large tributary
country, while others draw only from territory immediately contiguous, Ashland
is one of the latter. Masardis shipments are from a similarly contiguous region,
while Patten draws from as far off as Sourdnahunk lake, a famous hunting ground,
which is 55 miles to the west, and from all intermediate points.  Stacyville is the
shipping point for the Katahdin country reached by the East branch ferry and
ford, and up the Wissataquoik, and above there; Grindstone is the place of de-
barkation at the end of the East branch canoe trip, and while only a lone station
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in the wilderness, without
any town near, it has a
long game record in conse-
quence; Norcross is the
shipping point for the
whole lower West branch;
South Twin, below Nor-
cross, also ships West
branch game; the stations
below here, including In-
galls siding, West Seboois,
and Schoodic, ship largely
their own game; while
Greenville has the largest
tributary country of all the
stations represented in its
shipments, game from
Moosehead and about
2,000 square miles of adjacent country passing through the town.

>~

To get a deer in B. & A. territory is easy enough, and any man with a
week or two to spare can go into the woods with a feeling of reasonable certainty
that he will come out with game. Moose hunting is necessarily a harder sport,
calling for much greater exertion and care than deer hunting. While the moose
in Maine are not diminishing in numbers, according to the best of authority, the
old bulls, whose horns are coveted by the hunter, are hard to approach. The
best of moose guides sometimes fail to get up with a bull after tracking him for
hours. Sometimes several days of preparation and searching for signs is neces-
sary before the hunt actually begins, that is, the still hunting, or tracking of the
moose.

There are no better big game hunters in the world than the guides along the
Bangor & Aroostook railroad. They know not only the habits of the animals they
hunt, but they are as familiar with the woods as with their own dooryards. They
live in the woods most of the time. The forest appeals to them as the sea does
to a sailor. They explore it for lumler, trap fur-bearing animals in it, gather
spruce gum in it, lumber in it, until
they know its every feature. These
men of the forest are always studying
the ways of the great animals inhab-
iting the north woods. They know
the runways, or ranges, of the bull
moose, and at what time the animals
may be expected at a certain place.
They know how the big fellows must
be approached, and when the supreme
moment arrives for the hunter to send
his bullet home the guide gives the sign
with confidence that the 1,200 pounds
of game will be brought down by the
little pellet of steel and lead in the
barrel of the sportsman’s rifle.

1
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There are times when, after
hours of tracking, the hunter
fails to bring down his moose.
Then the guide, with the philos-
ophy born of years and experi-
ence of the uncertainty of the
chase, says little, fills his pipe,
and gives the thing up for the
day. If alarmed or wounded a
moose will run many miles before
stopping.

The picturesque and nerve-try-
ing method of moose hunting by
attracting the bull with the sim-
ulated call of the cow, made
through a birch bark horn, can-
not be practised much in Maine
under the existing game laws.
The best time for calling the
moose is in the first part of Octo-
ber, when the weather is still
warm, and the rutting season is
at its height. Generally after the
15th of October, when the open
season on moose begins, not much
success can be attained by call-
ing, unless the season be late, and the weather mild. Then a few days of
calling may be counted on, though the sport will not prove as satisfactory as it
did when the law allowed moose hunting from October 1st.

Many of the guides in B. & A. territory can imitate the weird, searching call
of the cow moose so perfectly that the wiliest old bull is deceived, and will be
drawn to the source of the sound, grunting responsively as he comes on. With
proper weather conditions there is still a possibility of getting a shot at a bull by
calling, but on the whole this method of hunting may be said to have passed with
the making of the present law.

Though this fascinating method of hunting the moose no longer figures in the
bunter’s plans, there is no reason for failure to get a moose, by
the harder, though more legitimate method of still hunting, either
by locating a runway and waiting for the game to pass, or track-
ing in a bog or swamp, or on light snow.

With the coming of the first snow begins the best still hunting
of the year for big game in Maine. When the ground is bare it
is hard work to track either deer or moose. As soon as the
snow begins to fall every step taken by game is shown. If the
sportsman is skilled enough to follow silently the tracks made in
the new snow he will get his deer or moose. If he is unskilled
in the art of still hunting he will not. The animal may go for
some miles through the thickest part of the woods round about,
passing over boggy places, through dense growth of small trees
and bushes, over fallen trees, through cedar swamps, everywhere,
in fact, but where the hunter would like to have him go, that is,
in the more open places. Follow the track he must if he would
get the deer, and to follow it noiselessly is an art one does &8 %
not acquire in a day. The snapping of a twig, the breaking of a = 4§
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dry branch under the snow, a cough or sneeze, any unusual
noise, will send the fleet-footed deer or moose off at his best
pace, and the hunt for that particular animal is necessarily off.

Still hunting as practised in Maine calls for the best traits
of the sportsman. Patience and endurance must be his, for
though the game is plenty enough to suit the most exacting,
nature has endowed it with senses more acute than man’s
with which to care for itself. Superior sight, smell and hear-
ing are on the side of the animal. So too are ways of get-
ting through the forest. A deer or moose will pass silently
through underbrush or blown down trees (known locally as
““ blowdowns *’), where a man, in making the same passage,
would crash along with a noise that to him sounds like
that of a heavy freight train. To add to the hunter’s feeling
that he is the noisiest living thing in the forest, the intense
stillness of the woods makes all sound appear louder than it
really is. On still, frosty days, when there is no wind to stir
the trees, the very silence is noisy. It roars in the ears like the sound of the sea
in a shell. It appears at times to sound like the rushing of water down a rocky
stream bed. And yet it is but silence, working on the sense of hearing strained
to catch sound of game moving in the thickets. One is reminded by it of the
remark of Thoreau, that ¢ generally speaking a howling wilderness does not
howl; it is the imagination of the traveler that does the howling.”” In such an
intense stillness as that of the forest on a still and frosty morning, at dawn,
the sound of the ear-splitting snarl of a Canada lynx near at hand does not tend
to settle the nerves; yet this is a sound not infrequently heard in the Maine woods
when one is waiting breathlessly for a deer to appear within gunshot. The lynx
may have no intention of assailing the hunter, but
he does not take kindly to the presence of a man
with a gun in his forest habitat.

When out for deer on the snow one sees little
in the way of animal life, though there are hun-
dreds of tracks, of the rabbit, fox, and other
small animals, as well as of the deer themselves,
in most hunting localities. In hardly any part of
the Maine woods can one walk half a mile on a
fresh snow without seeing the track of deer. The
hunter ordinarily may
pick the track of a good
buck, if he is particular
about getting a set of
horns, and follow it to
the exclusion of the
others. The chances are
that the buck will not
travel more than five or
six miles. He may have
been feeding at night,
and undoubtedly went at
daylight to some stream
or pond to drink. His
ranging is generally over
for the morning by nine
or 10 o'clock, after
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AFTER WORK, DINNER.

which he remains
quiet in some thicket
with a doe, perhaps,
or with a herd, until
mid-afternoon, when
he begins to move
again. Deer feed in
the early morning
and late afternoon,
and at that time
they are most easily
shot. In many places
hunters who are so
fortunate as to arrive
with the first snow
take their legal limit
of deer in the first day
or two of hunting.
One Boston sportsman who came to Bangor & Aroostook territory in 1899, and
arrived with the first snow, which fell on Nov. 12th, had the good fortune to
shoot two fine bucks in less than 40 minutes after leaving camp, and that before
breakfast! This is not the regular thing for the hunter to expect, even on the
first snow; for many times luck is not with him, and several days may elapse be-
fore he can get a good shot, even though he track a score of deer. Patience will
reward him in the end, however, if he is a fair shot, and the chances are a hun-
dred to one in favor of his taking home at least one good buck as a result of
his two weeks’ or three weeks’ stay in the woods.

<

In the matter of equipment the sportsman conforms to no rule of usage. Each
hunter follows his own ideas, to a certain extent. His gun he always selects
without reference to the ideas of others, and is assured that it is the best. If it
be a .30-.30 he feels that all other sizes are wrong. The same is true of him who
has the .45-.70, or some other large calibre. The sportsman will find after getting
to Maine that the people he meets in the woods are divided into two factions on
the gun question, one believing no weapon equals the .30-.30, the other believ-
ing it is not satisfactory, and that the arm used in killing deer or moose should be
larger. Many of
the guides use
heavy weapons,
while others have
the .30-.30 gun.
The argument of
lightness is in fa-
vor of the latter
gun, and when a
man carries a gun
all day through the
woods a pound or
two lightening of
weight tells. How-
ever, it is ‘“ chacun
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a son bon gout,” in the woods as else-
where, and every hunter is likely to
follow his own ideas without reference
to any advice that might be offered
him.

Clothing is an important item if one
is going into the woods for a serious
trip of hunting, especially late in the
fall. Hunting ¢¢ costumes >’ should
be avoided, as they generally have in
them some fabric, or article of wear,
unsuited to still hunting. Woolens are
the best fabric for the woods. Soft
rough woolen goods coat and trousers,

What to a sweater or a knitted jacket under-
Wear neath the coat, woolen leggings, such
A-hunting. as may be obtained at any supply store
in B. & A. territory, and are character-

istic of the country; moccasins or
lumbermen’s short rubber overshoes,

known as ‘¢ overs,’’ complete the hun-

ter’s apparel, along with a woolen cap,

and a flannel shirt, woolen socks and

underwear. Nothing like duck should

be worn, as it is noisy. Corduroy, al-
though much worn by hunters from
outside the state, is never worn by guides or native hunters. It is heavy,
especially so when wet, is easily wet through, and is noisier than woolen cloth.
Rubber boots are also to be left out in preparing a hunting outfit. While a
long-topped rubber boot is good for a fisherman, it is worse than useless to
the man who would do still hunting. The scratching of a twig on the top of
a rubber boot will startle a deer as quickly as a locomotive’s whistling. The
‘“over,”” which is worn by most of
the guides, and shares a place with
the moccasin, comes only to the ankle,
and presents little or no surface on
which twigs may rasp and make a
noise. ~ With -the legs and feet en-
cased in two or three pairs of woolen
stockings, and over them a pair of
Aroostook knit leggings, perhaps
from the needles of some Acadian
housewife in the Madawaska district,
and a new pair of overs on his feet,
the sportsman is ready to track a
deer all day through snow and
swamps without fear of coming in at
night with wet feet. Moccasins do
not keep the dampness out absolutely,
but being made of leather having an
oil tan, known locally as *¢Indian
tan,’”’ they turn the water readily.

They have one advantage over the
rubber ‘¢ over,”’ that of being softer,
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and therefore more nearly noiseless. A guide or sportsman wearing moccasins
may make his way over the ground as noiselessly as an Indian, after a little
practice in selecting his steps. If in a light snow he chances to step on a twig,
the thinness of his foot covering warns him of its presence, and he can lighten
his weight enough to prevent breaking the twig.
As the breaking of a twig in still hunting may cost a sportsman his deer,
it is essential that the details of footwear should be carefully looked to. Gener-
ally speaking, none of the hunting boots used in other states are of value in
Maine, where, owing to the laws governing the hunting of deer, still hunting is
the chief reliance of the sportsman. These boots, while excellent articles of
foot covering, are generally made with stiff soles, and are of little value in mak- Ao
ing one’s way noiselessly through the woods. A modification of them, however, M
in the form of a ‘“shoepack,” or moccasin with a shoe top and extra sole, but Ba e
no heel, is often worn in Maine. ggage.
In making a list of his outfit the hunter should leave out everything he does not
actually need. A large pack in the woods is a sign of an amateur hunter. Old
clothes are always better than new. The only baggage one need bring is a small
valise containing the clothes to be worn in the woods. The suit worn when

TRAIN TIME AT A FOREST STATION, B. & A. R, R,

traveling, along with other effects, may be left at the hotel, where it will be
properly cared for.

Few hunters for big game carry a shotgun in Maine. There is excellent
duck shooting on nearly all the lakes in the Maine woods, at certain seasons, but
the birds are rarely gunned. Portage lake, for example, is alive with ducks, there
being many acres of sedgy ground in its coves and along shore, where fiuck.s love
to congregate; but no gunners from outside the state go there. If wild rice for
feed were sown in this and other Maine lakes the ducking in their waters would be
the finest in the country. At present, however, duck shooting is little followed
in northern Maine, owing, partly, to the presence of game that affords more
exciting sport.
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For the shootine of partridges a shotgun is not necessary, as in the forest the
birds are not ~hy and will sit on a limb even after being shot at three or four
times. The native hunter or the guide who cannot take a partridge’s head off
with a rifl= bullet the first try accounts himself a poor shot. The head is usually
aimed at, as to hit the body with a bullet from a high power rifle means the spoil-
ing of the bird’s flesh for eating.

Revolvers are much carried by sportsmen, but are not needed. A pocket axe
is a more useful article, and weighs no more than a good sized revolver.

No sportsman should neglect to take with him a good hunting knife. If he is
not sure what kind would serve best for general use, and for dressing deer, he
will do well to leave the buying of a knife until he gets to Maine, as the kinds
carried here in the supply stores are perfectly adapted to local use, and are sold
at prices somewhat below those charged in the cities.

A large quantity of ammunition need not be carried to the woods. Unless one
wants to shoot at a mark, he will not use 20 shells in a two-weeks’ stay. The
shells he actually fires at game will aggregate less than 10, unless he is a specially
bad shot. If more ammunition is needed after one reaches the woods it can be

NEAR INGALLS SIDING.

obtained of the hotel or camp proprietor, or in any special size wanted by send-
ing a mail order to Bangor.

Field glasses are an important part of the moose hunter’s equipment, it will be
found by experience. Not all hunters carry them, though they are advised by all
who have hunted moose in Maine. They are extremely valuable in sighting a
moose across a lake, or a piece of burnt land. The color of the moose is much
the same as that of the trunks of ¢ black growth ’’ trees, and very often an ani-
mal is within shot without the hunter being able to detect him by the vision un-
assisted by glasses.

Another item in his equipment that the hunter will often find of value, is a
small package of lint and bandages. Minor accidents are common in the woods.
A knife cut, or the wound made by falling on a sharp knot on a log, is often ex-
tremely painful, and sometimes dangerous, if not properly cared for. Very
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Use of
Compass
and Map.

few of the camps carry medicines,
and the services of a doctor cannot
be obtained when one is in the
woods. It is suggested that a small
manual on ‘‘First Aid to the In-
jured,”’ such as may be secured
from any accident insurance com-
pany, be carried in the same envel-
ope with one’s map.

No hunter should think of going
into the woods without a map,
showing roads, carries, and streams
in detail. This should be kept in
an oiled silk envelope. A pocket
compass should always be carried.
Getting lost is the easiest thing one
can do in the woods. When you
lose your bearings have your map
handy, consult it, and trust your
compass. It is one of the first in-
stincts of the man lost in the woods
to doubt his compass, and serious
trouble follows.

Matches are always necessary to
the hunter, and should be carried
in a water-tight receptacle. A small
bottle is good if one has no water-
tight match safe. If one becomes
lost in the woods toward nightfall
he can, with the aid of a pocket
axe and matches, make himself
comfortable until morning by build-
ing a lean-to and a fire.

There are no animals in the
Maine woods which will molest a
man, under ordinary conditions.
Black bears are common, but they
are anxious to avoid men. The
lynx seldom attacks a man.
Wolves are rarely seen in these
days, and are cowardly. The
cougar, or *‘‘Indian devil,”” is
sometimes seen, but only rarely.
He is a bad brute, but will not
assume the offensive.

>~
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YOUNG BULL MOOSE,
CAUGHT IN DEEP SNOW, ASHLAND.

Camping is attracting more and more people to northern Maine as its pleasures

become better known, and as the ease with which a month’

accomplished is better understood.
the forest.

s camping trip can be

It is but a day from Boston to the depths of

One purpose of this book is to add to the information of those who have
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SPORTSMAN (AND GUIDE)
WITH LEGAL LIMIT OF GAME.

not been to Maine to
camp out, but would
like to come.

Nothing is easier than
to start on a camping trip
in the Maine woods, and
under ordinary circum-
stances nothing can be
more delightful than
such a trip. Summer
camping is practised by
an ever increasing num-
ber of both men and
women. Guests at the
hotels, sporting camps
and boarding houses in
B. & A. territory, after seeing what pleasure is derived from camping out, be-
come eager to try it, and after doing so become campers themselves, for a season
as long as they have time. Living under canvas has many charms not easily
understood unless one has been into the great north woods, while canoeing,
and sleeping on beds of boughs in a lean-to are delights that cannot be esteemed
too highly.

No reasonable amount of exposure to the weather in these latitudes seems to
bring bad results. The man who at home must have his room heated, and three
blankets on his bed, can sleep on a shakedown of boughs in a lean-to in the
woods, and never mind the winds that play around him. With a camp fire at
his feet, and his form wrapped in a blanket, he is protected from all ills, and sleeps
like a child. Insomnia is a word seldom spoken in the Maine woods, and a
condition rarely observed there.

In B. & A. territory the camping season begins in August, after the black fly
has lived his short and active life and disappeared. Canoeists camp out earlier
in the season, without serious dis-
comfort from insect pests, if they
exercise discretion in selecting camp
sites. But if one is going with a
party to pitch tents beside some
lake for a fortnight’s or month’s
stay, it is better to go in August,
for various reasons, chief of which
is that the fishing is better then
than in July, and anotlier is that
the stay may be prolonged until
after the first of September, when
deer for food may be shot, and the
head of each one legally killed pre- ‘48
served as a trophy. The law which
permits the killing of one deer in
September to the holder of a special
license issued by the state, acts en-
tirely in favor of the camper.
Licenses may be bought at all sta-
tions on the B. & A., the fee being
$6 to non-residents, and $4 to resi-
dents of the state.
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To camp out in Maine one does not need to make elaborate preparations be-
fore leaving home. Nothing need be brought but personal equipment. The
guides, who must according to law accompany camping parties, supply canoes
and cooking outfit. Tents and bedding may be hired or bought at any of the
towns on the B. & A. system, and at various points on Moosehead lake. The
supply stores in this territory carry everything campers need in the way of staple
provisions, and many delicacies. No care need be taken in preparing for a trip.
A good guide will look after all that for you, and get everything ready in advance
for an immediate start when you arrive on the scene with your party.

Where  Persons desiring to camp out in August and September in B. & A. territory
to g0 should read the descriptions of the West branch and Allagash trips, given in the
Camping. fishing section of this book, as well as the itinerary of the East branch trip, given

THE FOREST KING’S BIRR —
SOURDNAHUNK LAKE.

herewith. The first two trips mentioned are as good for hunting as for fishing,
and either could be made in September with comfort and pleasure, as could also
the East branch trip, and a number of short trips, all beginning at Moosehead.
For the camper-out Moosehead is the most important place on the map of
Maine. It is here he should plan to begin his month of life out-of-doors. It
may be noted that there are few sporting camps, so called, around Moosehead,
though there are various good hotels; therefore camping out is resorted to by
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those wishing to “rough it’’ here. There are many points around the lake
where ideal camp sites may be found. If one wishes to be near a settlement
camp sites may be secured near any of the hotels around the lake. 'When camp- Law
Ing near a hotel, and not building fires, campers are not required to hire guides. Regarding
If going into the interior from Moosehead, it is necessary to have a guide. One Guides.
or more can be secured at Greenville, Kineo or Northeast carry, and will remain
with the party until the train is taken for home, and look after the camp impedi-
menta afterward.

If one is desirous of taking a canoe trip, as well as camping out, he should
read up on the trips here described, and make his choice according to the time
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