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J1.me 1, 1943 tl:e --- 58th Ver y Ees.v-y Bombardment r.'in(i--- vrss r-tc't ­
i vntede On Auguct 20th it is c; '..<Gcl ).nstr,_wtions to tte 40th Do:r,b Group 
to transfer its 25t h and 095th Squadr ons , plus ne:;cssary headquarters 
personnel to the3 tl!en brand nevr1 -~:62nd Bomb Group (VH) , By September 
fi r st this n~w group, under the comrrand of Colone l Richard E. Carr.d.cha.el, 
was rea.dy to st:lrt tr:J.ining i':c-r· c-~:nL· .;tt, 1':len. followed long. months of 
triining in B-2G and D-17 ty_re airn:caft at Y.'alker) Kansas . 

Du:rinf:'; Janus:ry .• 194:4~ mainter..8:~ce and Air Servico Groups were 
a ssem"!;led and chii_)pecl. to I ndiao The first Fdlbird ~:at dovrn in India 
on April 15th 6.n0. transfer of O'Jr air echelon ;vns complete by the 15th 
of :Iay0 Cur EG ~ lbird air drorr:c nt PL1.radoba huzzed vlith act~:vi ty and 
l ens tha 1 a aol,·G:O. after cnr:iplet:.on of thi air ~.oven:.ent, the sky was 
filled w.i. th roarb?, B-29 1 s , , off for a sn[l':cedo'Nn mission to the l ·rarshal­
lin£; yards of Bt-.n ;~kok~ Thailan d. 

Th0usands · o:':' C~inose laborers m~de ready the a•:'.vanced Hcllbird base 
at ·Kuic.n; L3.i:. Chi~1o. i1'1. the Cl-:..cr•:.ght Vv.lley. Roc~s ·Nore broken by hand ; 
earth wa::; rnove::l. in v'ick er b'3.ske-f;s !'.!lcl rur-ways ':re r e pr.cked b:r ~iant 
s to:-1e rollers p11J.led by b;ndrt:ds of cool ies . 

Back nt T'iara.dooa 3 Sur,er forts were converted -to 1'tankers" -to . haul 
r.;asoline ~nd JTiateriHls to Kub.:1c LnL ·Ne Hel lh~. rds hnve tv•·"' records 
hero a~:.ain : Lt. Thomas trans-rorted more than 4100 [';R. llons over the 
11 Hump11 .L1 c. ccnvcrted F. - 29 (tan1.~er); Captain (novr Fa..ior) Kar l L. Brie l 
ho l ds tr:e rGcord of 3285 rfillons haul ed in a cor.,bat t:rpe B-29 . An 
average of twelve trins noro::;s the Hi'·m. l ayas were requircrl. to carry 
cnour.;h gaf:o l i.ne and ::n.,pli.es for one "Drea.mbof',t11 t c: visit Hippon • . 

First Bouts to fa.ll on tl1e n s':l.credn ,Ta.panese Ho::1elands , since tho 
Doolittle rn.id of April 18, 1942 , -,~d·e fron. B-29's· of our ~{ellbird Group 
o.ni ot!1or members of t>e 53th h'ing a.s t!·te;')r att·-~ckccl the Yo.wa ta Steel 
Works on June 15,:~ 1 94~'cQ Our 462nd suffE.:·ed the l oss of Co l onel Richard 
Carmichael on t~10 fi r :Jt do.ylingt raid on Yawo.t!t , August 20, 1 944, a d­
vancint; Colonel Alfred F., K:.~.lbcrer fror., Depu-t;y Group Com.>:Jander to h i s 
pre." ent p osition as Ch~.ef HelJ.bird.., This raid of Ausust 20th, brought 
us our first Unit citation. In thu mr.nths tLat follov;ed, !.J:Gllbird 
bomb bays ope:wd. and eDpt ied ovf;r :.!enc!lUria, Kyushu~ Burma, Fort:osa, 
Sumn.trr1 and J(on~a o Singa.pore7 in tbe record-·broakin~; flight of 1hvomber 
5, 1 9,1·.1: took t:ne 29's of our Hellbird [;roup on f~ jcunt of appr oximately 
4000 niles . 

One missicn in C'!erv t.on dO.:)'S \ limited the eff 0ctivcness of our 
atbck1. nruinst Ja-ra.ri,, but it provvd vD.bable in "ironinr out" the 
operations of this l v. r gest of b ombnrs . Cru,vs ·~ninod confidcmce as 
they s::tvl' their tt.\':rin l dren.ch.nugJ::>ts v..-crle through skies full of ,Tap­
nnese figl1ters n.c·oin c.nd ng(t i..n . 

In Aur;c~st_, 1914, No.jor Genero.l Curtis E. Ldfuy 1 of the 8th Air 
For ~e too.k th(; 5(' th ~Vinr.: in Indi b r,nd bcf!'ln his stre[.unlini:1g and 
pre;Jo.n.tiQns for tre 800 ~lnne r aids in wh:i.ch •1o pr>.r tici-rc.tod .from 
Tinian., ':.'rainiag niss:l.onc: , r:round school, ani comhat critiques im­
proved the tccl-:nique of crG"7S strU::ing Japan. 



, 

Previons pr'lcticcs of oYJ.e ;; r c:_tp IKr ai r dr o;,:c , ~s 1-.,nd bFen t :--:e cnstJ 
in I :1di 8. , ·.-.-ere [~b:mdon.cc. . =::-oc the ]ll.l.r i_ocsc o.f expedj_ti.;.;:: c-:': r -.rice , nr,ole 
wings end support:~nr:: o r ::;at: j_;,::--.t .:. "'1S of rv.', i::d~cnJ-:.:nc.) v:erc coacc::.1t r ntecl on 
one r.tirdronc 1 c lL•in".ti'1f -'.:;ir:-.o - c •:Ji'.s :.<r1hqc t\.r rr;y chr:.rtYJ.f.o l s . Th.is put above 
12 _, 000 men unrl ov;.;r 190 ai rc n .ft 1.t th:-, ir~r:·; :li:,tc rEsposo l of Wi ng 
Comrr_~.U1d ... ;rs o l.~fl.J.'";; l9<i: f)~, savr t~J.G cr:rnp~_ C;ticrt cf tl:.0 !~.o ··r.Ic: ~~!el!t O!~ ov. r ~=62nd 
fr0m Indit:·. to Tininn; the lrn·scst r-i.r rr:G':rcr·,e:• t t•) c1::~to cmcl completed 
vvitho;1t :i.nc:i.dcnt to ::my Hellbird porsonn<S l, 

Old I·h:1 Wo8·che r :::ave thG 2 1s t Jor.:b Gr Col'!'nc.nd :J.nct l:er head8.che . 
200 !J.:not '"Llds d;--C>"e B ~· 29 ' s '.'lcross J-:; prm ~,t spC>ods up to · 500 !:Jiles pe r 
hour~ greu:t.:;_y :c ~ducinr; bomh~cnc; ac 'tcr f'. cy. OpE-rr:t :Lonal troc.,_i_:.les C':c.JRed 
07or hEel~' t}1e L's ~;es suffert:d 1~y tho [-"roup s . Because of o.dYorso vreo.ther 
COl".ditilr'ls :c.nd r.1eGlta:>.1icn l f~d lurcs , plo.nes v;c r e :cu.'1r:i.ng: out of f1 1e l on 
their r otFrn. trin::; Rnd cri;)pl o s vrore sittin •"' dnck::; :::~o r ~T o.pone:;e fL>:hters 
b'.tsed on I v;o Ji:-::~1. ~ Ge:"loral- LoHc.:yr dGcided t~ pull his 11 mo;,ste rs 11 d;.,.m 
to l ower o.lti "cu.d.c0 i.n ni ·:;ht rai. ds nt;ninst '<rb-:u !l r oG.s , thuJ s:-tving 
onr:ineE m~d usin~ ·.;;e i ;:;h t S'l'TOd i.n r;a::; ol:in.c: for l:;,r t::o r h ornb l ond::; . Ei s 
go.);l.b]e , of sc:w:l'irF~ his em tire r e ri ~\ l strG11 [~th into tho +~c:, ... th of tho bo3t 
J l1IJ:tnosc defenses -,yo r ko:l , 'l.lld tho r:ajo r in.dusi~ ri.'J. l cities of' J~·p~m wore 
v,ripod from tho J.i.sts of 11 pr :i.crity11 t·J. r gots . Citi es of p::..pcr r:.nd wood 
stocd rmo cL:.y onl~{ to bo b"...!r;:J.cd tho r1o:zt. Ro.ilhu,d::; such ~). S Tf.:.knmntsu, 
ports like :Cobo r,n(i Os:tkn a.ll cororo J. o·rc l e:d to the b ric:-c r od 'lSh which 
s cor:,od to sc:.y 11rl:;ho Hcllb:i.rns h ·.vc bacn hor o". The o l e:1ont o:' wc:1thcr, 
n l thoufr, h i t ,;~ 01.1ld r,-.,. ~:c t ri p::; to the E1-:1p iro a. ~)it r oui_~l'i nt ti:-:1cs , y;oul d 
drive the; f lr.r:::·s ' ·cro,s0 cities '!i:i.tb such f'!J rc (; ~ts to r:co.ko ~cttcn:pts to 
fi[ht the; b l D.ze i;-;~pos Rib l c . 

TI·o J9.p[~nosG j8.Ym:~nd th·.; ,·,thcr, .~ r,lr:~ t~>.cir r. i ch- p,-c ·Hur •,:d ;; rop r~R:r.tnda 

str>.tion in TozyoJ Tci t}" l r:mp:thy tirad.::: s :--.~·f.l.ins·;; the: f~Jrtc ric:J.ll .Kir }i'o rc c: s 
for d r op)?int:: borr11-' :J on 11 inn<Jc cnt ;Tor·,on c.n d chili:ron'~ For tho p l'.tncs of 
t h.:.) 20tf~ 1-tir Force to drop nn t~ ·.:~ t:. rbr~r;. '"'. r C·i .... S of tr:·:.~;~ .: T·Tip cities :.v~.s 

for thcr.1 +:o br:: c1ronp b g or: tL :_' :i.nd-v.st ry o~ Jo.~:'r-.:1 . Tl1c ruins of the;~ c 
r Gsj_do:cJt:i.('. l cistricts r~r~~cr U:·::; w" r •·m. s otrc'.'ifl with vviclcnc s of <hi-'f'.nGse 
h <)TIO ind,.;:.str:~;- . ~ficcc!.y o? •>ur own c i:rcr~"vis , i'Ol" ~'- ti~c , questioned vrhcthcr 
i t was r izh-t i'or us , n:i t!-1 0ur criti.ci c"' o:' br: t ~:: lity , to f l y mission;~ to 
t ho " Urban Ar cs." of f:i.r'3t one city a ·u1. then cncthor. !~ny C[1.:c;:::·:~ioni•l.g 
of thoso tactj cs "rere lost ;·•:.on e n July 27 , 19~5 ., Gcnc. r ': l LEY ay sts. rt ed 
his " Fc.ir Tr.,u-•1:!: 'J.;; Sys-i~c;'1". Grur;,'c li n~s ':::::re !:ec rd ::>.11 over the Ec J.lbird 
Areo. 2.s loud;:;pc,r,;~o rs rm tl~e ;:z nnr1 t };o cn1istod :;-,on 1 :'3 mo ss hJ. ll blared 
forth ~::ith T.r:~~ ,Tine. , (1f 'lki , · I c J::ino>· i yu , o.r.:i otl'K rs inc l ndil1£': Aomori. 
" Aonori'T Thr·.t 1 s our tn rg;ct , 'V:o+. the hell thc~t g:o in ' to c~o , ~<, i·.-.:; lf em 
air speed and a.lti. tudo , t oo ?n 

Anrwri ·,·ms 0. Gr e. .. i i t to t}lc• F::·l l 'j::. r ds , it •sas th; longest con bQt 
,....l· c"'l.· o~ 1' 1 01'""1 ,,, .. t1-c· -- r ~'i.l]' •• ... ~ .... ;-].,,,;.,.. 'T'~ni"'1 1.-Jr·~r-. ( .. .j. ,.., .. • ; .l .'' 0 r "'M lwo ) J. , ., U~l _.; J. ..._ ;IJ _ •...-.._'! ~ :.-; • \.} ) .!.. .1 . •. J~l ~'~"'\;...__ . .t.. .:... · - ........ '•-ll..J'v l ~ _._.._~_ -L "- i-:--, .I.. '"- l -4 ~ w 

crm;s r et·· .. lr~illg fro::' ·~}'.C• raid rc,;:,ortod smoke clc-udo U1l t o :m o.lti·";udc 
of 22 , 000 fc 0t rmd firo visiblo ov·-·r 150 miles fror:: -~·.ho to. r g·:::t . 

Fror~ Aor.od. on , the r :.'.L1s ·'.g:ninst tl-.c N :i.ps rt•·nt virtu':'c:!. l J un opposed. 
An exception iso.s the r c:. i..-1. n._-~ i'1st E:•.');·, i oj i on /.wcus 1; 1st . 'Il.o Fc llbird s 
lost on~: : r i rcr~ t ~'t ''-~>d .~ r '~~'! ( Lctc r 1otmC. hl a nf ;u!'p ). Tbon fo ll oy~re:d tho 
do.ys o:' r:iro::;hL'r, Q.!~. d ~kgr-sf'.ki . No - Y/O didn 't d r op tho:::~: tlrro , bC.l.t -';;hoy 
w0:~· o fr or2 ?9 1 D! Ft l ;.;cmbsr tho H<:: l l;-:,ird.s on the n i ;;Lt of August llth ? 



Funny thing s omeo:'le didn 't co-t killed in tho !'r<ct:s in the S-2 Quonset. 
Vic spent throe days on c: l ort for the r l. id :l.f~cdnst HH<:nri Unvnl Arsenal . 
Tho t Ctrgot wns on our bri efing h·1ll bon.rd for ·i days. Gn tho 14th, we r an 
thnt raid - Coloi1o l "Ketl" i'lf.is in t he l ee :I 1_; l o.r: c of ou r g roup . We all h ad 
our oars glued to tho phones .just wn. i t -Lrct; fo r tlJc. code vrord "Utah", which 
would monn the end of tho wnr . ~-~c didn ' t ;cG"lr it. At " Bombs Awr-y" you 
could hoflr Colonel "Ko. l 11 say, 11 There they p;o 1 Boys , 11 ending tho Ho llbirqs 
po.rt in tho o.i r wo.r q;o.inst Jn.pnn. 

If combat h :td boon half r.. s nerve wr::.cki11g r;.s the period ju.st follo,:~~i.n 

the Japo.nes c Surrender, it is doubt fHl th::. t Yto I-Ic llbirds Yrould have m:) Cl.o 
as good a r ecord a.s v;c did . Lll kinds o.f ardors wor e r;i vun, then counter­
orders until tho }follbi.rds didn 1 t 1-::now n t11ing a.b out 1;rhcn they 'd get home. 
Mornlc would be at :i.t 1 s pcok in tho forenoon and then shatte r ed by t ho nc..'Wf 

of evening . All unce rtainty ended, vrhon around October 3rd we ,·;er e 8.lortoc 
for return to tho Stf\tes . "Hi-point11 men from tr.o other g roups rcpl~:tcct;l 
bombGrdiors and gunners on thv crews . All won t smoothly, and the evening 
of Octohor 5th our first lar r;c group wns to tnko off for tho St:::tos. 

Octo bor 5th, 1•;c vrere rc ::cdy to come home . ~Tfhnt happens? Oh, nothing 
much, just a Pacific typhoon. At tho crack of davm the t Hollb:i. rd area · 
looked like a small-si§ed utomic bor.J.b ~ad hit it. All t ent s o.nd sane 
Quonsets were dcnm, :'md every one o:' us ha.d our clothes so sonl:cd r;o 
thouGht we were swir.ming all t he time. As thc.: 'i62nd nects G'.rory ow.ergency, 
it mot this one. Bomber Commo.nd de layed dopnrturo t wenty-four hours, our 
oper ::~tions had tho ships checked and the first Hr.,; llbird in our movement 
home left r u.•1way 111\blc11 o.nd stc,gcorcd o.cross tho M~· rin c s 1 Co.mp for tho 
la.st time on tho evening of October 6th. 

Now the 462nd Bomb Group is "Sta.tos ido". Wo 17c hr..d our 45 day "fling' 
a t home Ctnd now we 're standing by ~~t MacDill Field, Florida . There are 
tho old faces you know ovors oo.. s r.:.nd p l ent:r of nor; ones too. The old 
spirit is still h ere, tho motto sti11 st:cads "·.Eth Lt~ lico Tovmrd Some" for 
any mnn or country vjith des i gns on our rit;ht to gripe or strike. 

We expect to r ol':lnin hGre :'.t M'1.cDi l l unt i l J1.'.ly 1st o.t l east ; wo 1 vo 
b een " a tomiz ed" :::md will he c..ssocie~tod with " Opcr f'.tions Cros sroads" · 
scheduled for l~c..y . By tr~is fnl l vte sbould h8.vc 01..1r st r ength and assume 
a.n nctive po.rt in tho post w~r .c\.ir ::Cor ee . 

Colonel "Knl" is Gtill )Ur C.D . and sc~:;rs he "intends r o!lk'Un~ng a 
Hollbird until the Ai r Fo r e€', a.nd tho world b ccor.ws r coro st~ble". 

'l!'e 'vo r eceiv e d two more Unit Citntio~1s, IIel lbird, so Yre 're sondinr 
you copies of tho order::: . 
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DI STHJGUISHED illHT CITATI ON--As aut horiz ed l:.y Exe c\.J_ti ve Ordr:;r 9396 ( Soc I,;­
WD Bull 22 , 1 843 ), super seding Exect'.ti,Te Order Ho 0075 (Sse I E , ·:TD Bu1 11, F·~.~) 
a nd under the pr ovis i ons of pa r agra ph 2 d (1 ), Saction rJ, C ~_ :r.cule..r Ho ZCJ3 -;·;J .!. '}~.:3 
and l etter , Headquar ters Unit ed St nt e s Ar 1::y Strc~tc~ic Air F'Jr c ~; s , f i l e _::.0 2 '~0 , ,: ~ 

subj ect 11 Dist i.'1guish ed unit Bad::; e ,n dP.ted 11 Octob er 1945, t he fo D m·d_n,:: U'..1.'5.ts :;·,,r 
cited for nutstandi n g per .fomance of :luty i :1 acti on a;;a i~1 st tho :;nc"v : ' 

Tho 4C2:rld Bombar dmelJ.t /}roup (VF) is citEd for outs t <:'..nJ i ng p•_; rfo:~r~>:'l. c e o f· 
duty in acti'Jn 'lgainst the sn E.;my i n con~1 cctic!l ·:'i tll t l-.e dayJ. i-g~:cc :r.> r e") i s :i.-.~1 ~-. o~-,,~ .. 
3_ng of t he Ko.vra:1.is~1i air c r aft p l ant at Tc-J:a rr..zuh .1. ?4: Jul::r l D·~:G • • 1~s pr r-'; o .~~ n:.1 
all-out e ffort to sr:~ash Japar .es e a :.rc raft proC:ucti on , tli0 'll'i2:1tl Borr·ba r dr·:crt C'-:r~u-r:; 

(v;:-.1) <J.nd one other Gr ot:p f r on tLe !58t h Bombr.rd·::ent '\'[ i :'l.s ,-ve r e :; i .,-on tl1 c ~~ .s si · ~~l'J·~il~ 
of destr oyins t ho Kcxmni shi ni:rcr o.ft f e c'Gor.j-"1 ·wJ: i ch :·tnnufa:)ture ci. cc t'l'IO!l'':·t::; of' c. 

danc;er ous J apa n :;sc n avy f i g'.rter plene . 1.s tho J'esnlt of un r omitt:i :-1."; ef.for-'~ s o2 
t he gr ound personnel~ this ~roup put forty- tv.'o phmcs in t he ajr f·~ r F i s ::_r- ,>o:r~ 
t ant r aid d e Rpite tbc f ace t J·e.t sevnn prc 'Jinus r.i ::::r. i nn s :r. ~ rl b 8'.'11 n m J•}r :;.'l .:·· J::. 1~.~ 

and IT"li n t en ':lnce demends hP.d '!:-een u:::us:;.ally ~i ,::l~ . ;)cce\.13 <> 'l. tot0 l of !:'o r r tl•·-.-~~ , 

600 A;nerican plan es wer e opor :1ting o·:or J~p~n t}';gJ; d-:y, i;[::; c;,o oq' dcn.'c1dc:rs 've're 
especia l ly a l ert nn d t t.e .:;62nd Bomba rd1n.ent G:r o~<P (v:n r rc:-J. ::..•1t o o. -~-·.o. il of G.:'1ti- fti r -
craft fir e o.t Kobe o.nrl Osak:l. on i ts ·c;ey to t!- e t e.r r: Gt 8. r U : . '.D :e :l:' ir <?J 'YS ::10 i~-
t ens e t h n.t twenty-oi~;,t oircraft of t h is '~roup we r <, ::-; it 1.::; c~·or-:,y .::'1 '1·, , hu t co :1~ 

tinu e d undau:1t oJ on t~1oir bor0b i ng r Ln . ?. c .['or e r et: rL .. :; .::·r o;·J tLo <lo~:Hll:'f e r A> , ~ho 
Group dropped 205 t on s of ex~· lo ci·rc s on tho ~(I~OYro.n i sLi :;b.nt . Su~)sequcnt p~,otc) -

" gr a ph s r evea l ed t h:<t tLe u ircrn.ft fnctor~- h'~o. tee~~ e:~~:Lty-fivc, p orcerct ,dE-st.r o~rCd 1 
t hus ma t e ria lly r educing the J<~.n:J.nc;s o ~ .. i_l' omNo r . Tre nroi.' c: ::;sicn:. l sJ· il l o'!: thf-, 

,..462nd Dot iba.r cbler.t Group_, (VE) i:1. t 1 l0 b.oo.t cf t':o b~,-t;t l r:~ :·.l~.d :.n tht: f '.l.Ce of the 
~b itterest opposition '~~nd t h ,_; lm;yk,1d i ng dot'"'r r;;i n:..ti c:t ·::itL .,,;;icll iJ..; e;'.ll · ;:-_tly 
c a rri ed out its rr i ss i on s r.r ·'"' outstcndin r~ c;:··r.·,;) }..EJ s of lt:''.cion;h i~)' cs~;r it do c or p s 
o.nd t8naci ty of purpoce w}·!ich r cf J. E..ct tJ;. , hi~hc<Jt cr.-di ~ o;l U •c Gr c;up n~1cl t} u 
Ar my Ai r Fo r ces . 

OFFI CIAL : 

GUSTAV A l.iiEUBERG 
Lt Col , /_GD 
Adjutant Gener fl l 

A TiiJf' 

L E RODECK 
Co1on.<.: l , GSC 
Ch:l. s f of St<c.ff 

lst Lt . i':.C 
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D T<'TT~Jro TTI'"'"'n TTh- I ", 0-"''TI""" , ' ) . - b ~ t' . ~ "~69 (S ~·.:i d'•\r '.i u .• ,_lJ \.h:. J .... 11-c _ .·i'l --.. , s c.u-c ·,-crlzect y l:'~Xecu lVC Ur-..... er ~"·~ oc ::':, 
V'D Bull 22, 19,1:3) , · su·~ crsodin(; E:x:ecuti.~re Cr·cltr No 9'J75 (Sec III, ''ID Bull 11 , 1942) 
nnrl vnaer the ;JrO'liS:i l· ' i-3 of r~· rr ~~r· : pi ! 2d (l:J Se ~tiO''l DT , Circulr:-.r JT o 33 3_, ·:m 1943 , 
and lott ·.:; r, Hcndc;_u::J.rt crs Unit<:1rl Strtr:-s :\rr0y Strator; ic Air ForaE:) 'I'ilc .\C· 200. 6 , 
subject : "Jistin ~;uislc€cl linit Bad: c-/ 1 d9.ted 11 C:oto b.:r 1945, c..nd. pure c ro.ph iJ: , ~ec­
tion I$ Gener9.l Grd e:~s 1~ F1.cific .:dr C-:nrT:>.n.nd , United Stat0s ,·~. rnv: 25 Dc conb0r~ 
1945, (Clr .. ss:.ficd); t::w foilowing U.''lits r:re citc.d for outst~ndint~ perforrr.rt?'lce df 
d.uty in r:.ction :::.c ::d. ~1st t1ia en cny : 

TJ-"e <i: C2nd Bcl'!lbr· r d::>•clt Gr r.•up (V:tJ). is cited for o,_,tstandin r; p .o: rforrr.-:t~'. ce of 
du'Sy in Qrl:-:ed conflict ·:rith th(:, cncr::y durinc t>c periorl 23-2G May 1945 . During 
this period tl:-.e :'i~1c.l s t rike s -, gr. i ; st fh G · ~,J n 'lily defon~ed Tokyo and Yokoho.r.ca 
indt'_stri <J.l f',roas ·::o re c s. rri 3d out, complt!tinc th.o d e: struc:ti n!·" of th-0 n.iJ.it~.rily 

ilnport[mt section s of th,; s8 citic.:;., St:-:i.kin[; in t;r ' . ~~ t .t'orcu ·b.~ic •· within ~. 48 
hour period on 23 :rr-.y 1 945 D.n~cl 25 r~~y 19 :5.1 t: ~<; couro.g~.::, n<s crcv:.s of tt: o '.~ 62nd 

Born.bo rd:c.cnt Group ('VTt)· contribntod :•tn:t<,r' nl ly to the rl ostr·wt.:.i.on· of 22 . 1 squo.ro 
t1ilcs of ,,itf'\1 :i.nd~wtri :-:. 1 nr ;·.t' in '::'ok:i·o 1 1-n·ir,::; i:u·~ to 56.,3 sgu.,.rc miles tbo totr,l 
nr o ~. dcvo.stah;d in th·i..s_, one of th,.~ YJc·rlJ 1 s l c, r ~ : c st cj.tir; s.. Tl1r or) day's 13tcr , 
on ? 9 :Ic.y 19-:5, this ~~ :rn-.lp P"rtici1"l8.tcd in, a bold d'l._v J.i:Lt ~tt~ t ck on Yokoh~.no. 

wtich rc:1uc u 2 to rul'bl c Ga 9 SlJ 'J.fl.ro ·~:il cs of strntc:c ic(.lly i E'portt:..nt ind ~1stri.o.l 
o.rc ~t. The offs et of l:J:c.s c tl-.rN< niss~onJ u1on J o. ;:c,nn 3t.- ['J;:i.li ty to 1'rc.ge r::.r 
was i:nmc::L8l\\f'Clc, n.nd tLo loss to tl1o J~prw c· s o in mor ~. lo wn.R 'l stn.r;c;urins- or.e . 
In spite of the fo.ti gn:i. r<f!; n ~_ti.~.re o f tho l o:J.t_; 3 ll::tzq.rdc· ,·s , o•:c. r - wc. tor fli gl-.ts 
o.f!d th e r f' pidi t:r wi tL ·:rLict t !<··A;( nis:.;i0ns •-r<.ru condw::ted , the crews cxhio:i.ted 
an unv.r:-:.ved.n g Sj)iri t of ;:rill:i.n;:noss to pe rfor~:~ tr·eir t cc sks . On o.11 missions they 
bro.vcd i'"ltcnsc n~,d r·.o <wrnte r>llti ·· o. ircr :c.ft fire . ~To re th<m 75 t'tf.r_;resSi'JO 011GITj' 

fi .;ht ~ rs were e·,_r:;ount or od by ':li.rc:t"'•.ft of tl::o :;,() ;.'. n·:~ Bn:·c b'lrd~~cnt Group on these -1 
three missions, li11t the ";f: ll:.:Tt; cr-.ws prc s .: od on to tJ .c ir tnr ,~ets~ destroying 
fifteen of tho ~tt~cld.w~ o.ircr· f't ~mi prr; '!:>' \:)JV clc:stroyL1r; 1)-ree . Durinr; this 
T:'.omcntrJus ped od~ ·t-hr.. :; r ')und p-:n •oc--nnol Yvor':\:e<i 0h~:.t di ly t:;--._r o, lishnut the: df'.y r-nd 
ni ';l1t , dctcrmin orl ·to :· c 'c r. :Y·ximun nunbcr of their c. ·~rcrnf't in tho best possible 
mec>-nic"ll -Jor;_~:i_+;jc-'.'l f ··T oo.o1: of the s e t ', rec :.Jiss-i_on::;~ ~h ,_:;ir c onspictious effort 
tc~~ether '''i th t he. hi ··]; Jkill '•lld doterr.-,b..,,t:i_c,n of t> c.. -~ ~; 1l"'. ,!t e.ir cr ·.;VTS rs.fl s cts 
gra"'.t croctit on the - ~ '.) 2nr'i Bor:b''\rd'7' ·:.-'!.t C:r .j'll.p r·n .: the .'.1-r:0d l•'c, r:::6s of tl'e Unit.ed 
Sto.-~es . 

* * 
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G R E L~ T I f.i G S TO "\LL H B L L B I ~- D S 
-~--- ---· ---

Frcm the Cor.JTlarrdbg Office1•: 

The 4C:2nd " HEU.BFw" J.r cup is novr st ·-tivrred 

at l;hcDil l Fie:d, Flori•la . VGry soo ~ · :1m·: ':ro 

under th e 58th W5.T'. f~ ~ .1Jd vri tL r;.t}-;·c r co:c·.pon s nts 

of the 11\fin:; , 'i!O will bo -1-.l: c: Y:•Jclcl'S 0f tho 



-~---------------- --

. ..... 

It looks as i f ''-:e ~-ISL!_.3I2DS are c oing: to havE: some interesting 
experiences ahe~_;d of us in the r:ext frs-:>r ye .s.l·s , sor.._e,,-,-h&t E/.:e those -,•/8 

have been readi nG rbout here ir.. ~hE: Nar B::J ok, exct::rt ·:.'e ·:''1:1 1-t be get­
ting shot e.t any'-< ore; not 1;:; gally anyrvay . I'\ as hi :1gton s&ys our over­
seas duty is over for several yes.rs , 8.nj -''""' w:..ll :--e:Lai n sta.teside . 
That sounds good to us . For a change ._,_·c 'vi 11 b e settir,z up housekeep­
ing in a place that is a lready established ,:-.nd h~ive permament living 
quar t e rs. Ur.d~ r the new peace t i me set up~ N6 vvill 'Je ablrs .to take 
our families with us, no matt0r where we go. At time;s this peacetime 
Air Corps soe!llS like a dr<:>am a11ci vre expect to wake up 'Hld f inci ourselves 
back at A- 5 i n the mi.ddl 6 of a Tini&n Typhoon. ri.lld to think we are get-· 
tin[; that good old green stuf!' for this. 

1\:aybe sor:',e of you old HELLr3IHDS still haw that 8.rmy spirit at 
heart and would like to cet back into yaur old outfit . ~uite & few of 
thE> old -e;ang have come lJ e.ck and. \'G are z h rL-.y s rait-·;ht~"{; lad to see them 
and talk ab out old t i mes . Co lone l KaF!t.,r.;;r haE 'J<-vn &o le t::> ge t every­
one who ,_,_ants to comu, :1nck ir:to thG ICLL3IED G,· ou~J . 

Just in case you are interested h-.;re j s t.he:: present set up. You 
can reenlist a t your r at ing the ti:ne of your scpr:.r ation, tha+; is , if' 
you don 't Nait more t:--,~m 90 days . Bes:I.dcs th>:-t you ·xill t~e t a 30- GO 
day furlough before reportinc; to C.1.r'::y . If' you just can ' t make up y our 
mi nd what t -::.> do a:-,d ~ .. hirlgs l ook o lit t l e rou:~h in !:;he "outside w·or l d" , 
there ' s & ·provision to tab:, c c.re of th:;.t too . i:nlist:nc nts of l ft , 2 or 
3 year s are offered , 8 short ·cc r:n <Snlistmc;nt civcs you ti;-::c; +o think 
things ove r a li tt l s more . ?Jo ~.1e,-l:tor ho·.v lcnc you stay i n the 11rrey you 
still h ave a ll the be no fits -::>.!' the GI dill of lti r;h t s ~~1J ,.;ht:. n you get 
out the Govc. rmT:Gnt Hill pay your way throur;h onoJ yc&r 'Jf c ollego for 
each year y ou hi::IVC s0rvGd in ;:he lirmy. 

Some of u s HiLLhE(DS a l re ady have s o r::uch time in ths se r vi ce v.;e 
have deci ded to stay vdth it f-:Jr <... fE;·,v -:-nor.:: yt-ar-s ~:nn finish out the 
20 needed for rE-tircm<mt . That's ha.l f ray fo r li~- after 20 yee.rs ser­
vice -.·;h i ch isn 't hard to tnk6 ~ Thirty yc;Lrs sc.,rvice resl l y sc.,ts y ou 
up i n· the: chins though ,;d t h t hret: -quarters pay .!'or lift: . :.'ho .voul drr 't 
be a maste r sargeant after 30 ys;;._rs! .l..c.t 1 s st:Je -- that Nou l d be 'li> 155 .25 
a mo:1th fo r life . 

Think it over e:-:.d if you decide you ·,•!ould li k<:: to get bs.ck i n the 
outfit dr op usa line h er<> L<t I-IZLLbiED Hs a.dque:rtc.rs, Mt:tcDi ll FL ld, Tan1pa, 
;Florida. N" vri.ll be g: lb.d to we lco!Jl<:; you -,Jac k to the> f'lock . 
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