June 1, 1947 the === 58th Very Ieavy Pombardment ¥inge-- was acte
ivated, Cn Sugust 20tk it issued instrustions to the &Oth Iomb Group
to transfer its 25th and 795tk Squadrons, plus necessary headquarters
personnel to the, tlien brand new, 462nd Bomb Group (VH), By Septerber
Pirst this new group, under the comrand of Colonel Richard ¥H. Carmichael,
was ready to start training ifor ats 119‘ folleowed long months of
training in B-28 and DB-17 tyre airerait at ¥alker, Kansas,.

During January, 1944, maintenauce and Air Service Groups were
a ssemhled end shipped to India, The first Iellbird sat dovm in India
cn Lpril 15th and 4ransfer of our air echelon was complete by the 15th
of lMays COur Feilbird airdrome at Piarsdoba huzzed with activity and
less tha a rouce after cempletion of the air rovement, the sky was
filled with roariag B-29's, off for a shnatedown mission to the lorshale-
ling yards of Bengkok, Thailand,

Thousands of Chinecse laborers made ready the sdvanced Hellbird base
at Kuiang Lai, China in the Chengtu Velley, Rocks were broken by hand;
earth was moved in wicker baskehts and rurwavv vrere pocked by giant
stone rcilers pnlled by himdreds of cocolies,

Back et Tiersdoda, Suverforts were converted Lo "tankers" to haul
gasoline end materisls to Kuiang Lai, We Hellbirds have two records
herc again: Lt, Thomas transported more than 4100 gallons over the
"Homp" in & converted P-29 (tanter); Captain (now lajor) Karl L., Briel
holds the record of 3285 gdlons hauled in a combat type B-29, An
average of twelve *riﬂ" ngrogs the Fineleyas were req':reﬂ o cerry
enourh gasoline and swplies for onme "Dresmbost" to visit Hippon. .

First Boiks to £all on the "sacred" Japanese lomelands, since the
Doolittle raid of April 18, 1942, “rere from B-29's of our Mellbird Group
and othcr members of tle BH3th Wing as they attucked the Yawata Steel
Works on June 15, 1944, Our 482nd suffered the loss of Colonel Richard
Carmichael on the firat daylingt raid on Yawnte, August 20, 1944, ad-
vancing Colonel Alfred F, Kalberer from Deputy Group Commander to his
pre.ent position as Chief Eellbird. This raid of Ausgust 20th, brought
us our first Unit citotion, In the months that followed, Hellbird
bomb bays openzd and emptied over lanchuria, Kyushu, Burma, Forrwossa,
Sumatrn and Herea, Singapore, in the record-breasking flight of November
5, 1941 took the 29's of our Hellbird group en & jount of approximately
4000 miles, '

Ong missicn in every ten days' limited the effectiveness of our
attacks apninst Japan, but it proved veluable in "ironing out" the
operations of this lsrgest of beombers., Crews cained confidenee as
they saw their asrial dreadunughts wade through skies full of Jap-
anese fighters arsin and acain,

In Auegvst, 1944, lajor Gemeral Curtis E, LelMey, of the 8th Air
Force took the 50th Winpg in Indih ~nd began his streamlining and
preparations for the 800 plane raids in which we participated from
Tinian, Training nmissions, rrownd scheol, ani combat critiques ime
proved the technique of crews strilzing Japan,



Frevious practices of one grrup per airdrorc, 2s hnd been the case
in Inﬂiu, wer? sbandeoncéd. Tor the purpesc of expeditiag service, whole
wirgs end supporting orcanizeticons of maintensnes were concentrated on
one airdrone, Ll"nlnutl;g time-gonsuming Army chammels, This pubt above
12,000 men and over 190 aireraft at the immediste disposal of Wing
Commandors. May, 1935, saw the couplotion ef the NOVE"“nt of our 452nd
from Indis to Tinian, the larecst air movement to duate and completed
without incident to any Hellbhird personnel,

0ld ten Weather gave the 213t Bomber Command anotler headache,
200 Fnot winds drove B-29's across Japan at speeds up to 500 miles per
hour, greatly r~duecing bowbing ac-urucy“ Ouerstional +troubles cuused
over hal? the lk.,rs guffer.d hy the groups. DBecause of andverse westher
conaitions and mechanical failures, planes were running out of fuel on
their return trlps end cripples were sitting ducks fer Japenese firhters
based on Iwo Jira, General LeMay decided to pull his "monsters" dowvm
to lower sltitudes in nisht raids against urban areas, thus saving
cnrines and using wplghﬁ snved in gasoline for larger homb 10ﬁd4. Bis
gamble, of secndinz his entire -cerial strength into the te.th of the best
Japanese defensus wor n’i and the pajor indusirial cities of prnn vicre
wiped from the lists of "pricrity" targets, Cities of paper and wood
stocd oneg day only to be burncd the next. Railhaads such as Takumatsu,
ports like dobe Pn” gakn all were leveled to the bricdk red ash which
gsconed to say "the Hellbirds hove beon hers"e The clement of weather,
although it wouvld melc brips to the Empire o bit reough nt times, would
drive tho flam:ss ~eross c¢lticy with sueh forece as to make attompts to
fight the blaze impossiblc,

Tre Javrancsc 4ﬂﬁ?vd the other, from their hithnﬁwurvd nropaganda
. o - H - ,
station in Tolkve, with 1hr"“ky tirades arainst the Amcerican Eir Forces
for droppiny borhs on "innocont wormen ond cbllrrcn. For the plancs of
tho 20tk Air Forge to drop on the urbon arecs of those Nip eitics wos
for thrm *o be dronping orn Hho industry of Japan, e ruinsg of theaso
rosidentinl districts aftcr the vy was strevn with cevidencs of Japancese
home industry. Many of ~ur own sirerews, for a tire, questioned whether
o 3 s s
it was right for us, with our ériticism ol brutelity, to fly missionsg to
the "Urban Arez" of firast one city au! then sncther, Any questioning
of these tacties were lost when on July u? 1948, Gencral LelMay starved
his "Fair Waraing Grumblings were neard all over the F=llbird
Aren as loudape TY and the enlisted mon's mess hall blared
forth wish Thre T Ichinomiya, and others including somori,
0, 3

"Aomorl? Thrt's our target, woh the hell they goin' to do, give Mem
airspeed and altitude, %oo?

Aomori was e aredit to the Vollbirds, it was the longest corbat
rigsion flovm by the sroup freom their Tinian base, (staring from Iwo)
crevws returming frow the raid reported smoke clﬂudu up to an altitude
of 22,000 feet and fire visible over 150 miles from the target,

From Aowori on, the raiids sgainst Hw Nips went virtvally wmopposed,
kn oxception was the raid ocainst Heoenioji on August 1lst., The Eellbirds
lost one =ircradt and araw (].tcr iownd in a BT aﬁn). Then followed the
days of Hiroghima and Nagesnlki, o =~ wo didn't drop thosc two, but thej
were from 29%ss Rumcmber the Helldirds on the niglt of August 11th?




Funny thing someone didn't get killed in the rracus in the S-2 Quonset,

We spent three days on zlert for the raid agninst Hikari Howval Arsenal,
The target was on our bricfing hall board for 4 days, €n the 1l4th, we ran
that roid - Coloucl "Kal" vms in the lecd plare of cur group. e all had
our cars glued to tho phones just waiting for the code word "Utah", which
would mean the end of the war, e dida't nenr it, At "Bombs Away" you
could hear Colonel "Kal" say, "Thcre thoy co, Boys," eading the Hellbirds
part in the air war grainst Japan, '

If combat had been half as nerve wracking ns the period just followin
the Japanesc Surrcnder, it is doubtful that we Hellbirds vwould have made
as good & record as ve did, 41l kinds of orders werc giwven, then counter=
orders until the Hellbirds didn't 'mow o thing about whon they'd get home,
Morale would be at it's penk in the forcnoon and then shattcred by thoe nows:
of evening. All uncortainty conded, vhen around October 3rd we werc alertec
for return to the Stntes, "Hi-point" men from the other groups replaced
bombardicrs and gunners on the crews. All went smoothly, and the cvening
of October 5th our first large group was to take off for the St-tces,

Octobour 5th, we were rcady to come home, Vhat happens? Oh, nothing
much, just a Pacific typhoon, At the crack of dawn thot Hellbird area
looked like 2 small-siged atomic bomb had hit it, All tents and some
Quonsets were dovm, snd every one of us had our clothes so soalzed we
thought we were swirmming all the time, As the 462nd mects cvery cmergency,
it met this one, Bomber Command delayed departure twenty-four hours, our
operations had the ships checked and the first Hellbird in our movement
home left rmway "Able" and strgpered across the Morines! Camp for the
last time on thc cvening of October 6th,

Now the 462nd Bomb Group is "Stateside", Te've had our 45 day "fling'
at home and now we're standing by a2t MacDill Field, Floridas, Thcre are
the old faces you knew overseas and plenty of now oncs toos The old
spirit is still heore, the motto still stands "With lalico Toward Some" for
any mon or country with designs on our right to gripe or strike,

We expect to remein here =t MaeDill until July lst at least; welve
been "atomized" and will be associnted with "Operntions Crossroads"
scheduled for May, By this fall we should have our strength and assume
an active part in the post war Air Force.

Colonel "Kal" is still >ur G0, and says he "intends remining a
Hellbird until the Air Foree and the world beroros rore stnble,

We'lve received two more Unit Citations, Iellbird, so we're sending
you copies of the orders,
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SECTION VII

DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION-=As authorized ty Executive Order 8396 (Sec I,
WD Bull 22, 1943), superseding Executive Order Mo 9675 (Sec III, iD Bul 11, 1%:i2
and under the provisions of paragraph 24 (1), Soction IV, Circular Ho 233 W3 1713
and letter, Heedquarters United States Arny Strotegic Al“ r:rc,s, Lile AT ?“Oa.
* subject "Distinguished Unit Badze," dated 11 October 1945, the following vn"+s;?
cited for oubtstanding performance of dulbty in astion agsinst the :nemy:

The 462nd Bombardment fGroup (¥F) is cited for oubstanding performance of

duty in action against the cnemy in connecticn vith the daylipghc presision horhie
ing of the Kawanishi aircraft plant at Trlarezula 24 July 1948, |5 pors ol an
all-cut effort to smash Japarcese aircraft production, the 462ad Bowbardw;1ﬁ @rrup
(VH) and one other Gr roup from the 58th Bombardzent Wing were ziven the ass
of destroying the Kewanishi aircraft fectory, which menufactured comnec
dangerous Japansse navy fighter plene, ~g the result of uaremitiin
the ground personnel, this Group pubt forty-two plenes in the air
tant rald despite the face that seven previous rdsciens had beon ru
end maintenance demends had been wusually higk, Do bui
800 Americen planes were operating over dJdapan thet dsy, ¥ho cacry dﬁfc“Jw 5 were
especially alert and the 462nd Bombardment Jroup (V) ran into s hail ol anti-dir-
craft fire at Kobe snd Osaka on its way to thke bterpet arce, The fire wre go in-
tense that twenby-eizht sircraft of this Croup werc hit by cremy Ilat, hut cons
tinued undaunted on their bombing run. Fefore retirin from the deadly oras, the
Group dropped 205 tons of exnlosives on the Eawenishi plan®t., Oubsequent nﬁntq-
graphs revealed that tlie aircraft factor; hnd leeu shhr=Pive porcent des rravci,
thus materially reducing the Japancse S pcm-'f-*-'-' Tre professional sI°ill of the
A62nd Rombardment Group (ViI) in the heat cf the batble snd in the face of the
“bittersst opposition nnd th: wayelding det;r*lq( tica ritL vilel 1t grllontly
carried out its missions ar. outstending e: Yea of lenasrshiv, esprit de corps
and t:nauity of purpose which rcflect the E“?nuut erzdit on the Group aml Hle
Army Air Forces.
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BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GRNIRAL PLRTER:

L 1l RODIZCK
Cnleonul, GSC
Ohicf of Staff
OFFICIAL: )

GUS TAV A NEUBERG
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DISTINGUISFID UNIT CIT.TIZN--As authorizea by Executive Urder 9369 (Secc I,

VD Bull 22, 1943).° suneraeding Executive Chder Wo 9075 (fec ITI, ™D Bull 11, 1942)
and under the provisiuns of parrsercph ?u (1), Sestion IV, Circular Fo 333, D 1943,
and lottor, Headgquarters Tnited Stetes dArmy Stratepic Air Forceg "rile AU 900 6,
subject: "Distinguished Unit T :dgu," dated 11 Cotobur 1945, and parcgraph 4, Eﬁc—
tion I, General Orders 1, Bacific Lir Command, United Etates :iwvmy, 25 Dﬂcuﬂbcr
1945, (Cl;ugﬁficd) the follewing units ore cited for outstanding performance af
duby in setiorn spainst the encrys: ; .

The 4¢2nd Bemberdrment Group (VE). is oited for ontstanding parformance of
duty in arrmed conflict with the encry during the perioed 23- ?9 May 1948, During
this poriod the finsl strikes -grii st the wavily defended Tolfyo and Yokchama
industrial srcas wore carrisd out, comnleting itho destruetion of +he nilitarily
importent sections of those eitics. Striking in groat forece twice: within = 48
hour poried on 23 iy 1948 and 25 ay 1945, thse courageous crews of thse <62nd
Bombardmont Group kV“) eontributed materinlly %o the destriction of 22.1 squere
niles of vital industrial orce in Tokyo, brincziang to 56,3 square miles the totsl
ares devastaticd in this, onc of the werld's largest cities.. Threo days later,

n 29 Moy 1945, this gsroup parbi c;ﬁr“be,d in a bold daylisht ~ttack on Yokohara
whlcn reduced to rubblc 5.9 square wiles of strate ir-lly important industrial
ercis  The effect of those thres missions uson J“ﬂ gu ability to vage var
was Immeasurctle, and the loss to the Japavcese in morhle was 4 staggering one,
In spite of the fatiguing niture of the long, hazardovs, owr-water flichts
eftd the repidity with which thosge missions werce conduected, the crews cxhibited
an unwnvering spirit of willin;mess to perform threir taskse On all missions they
braved intense and ~ccourate snti-aireraft fire, More then 75 apggressive enemy
fizhtirs were encowuntercd by airernft of the 462nd Borbardrwent Group on these -
throe miss sions, but the eallent orows preszed on to their targets, destroying
fifteen of the ~ti~cking aircr-ft and probnbly destroying three, During this
rmomentous pericd, vhe pground p‘:;rs'f'-*rmul worked stoadily ""‘r'ﬂ" out the doy and
niechit, determined to ot n meximun number of thelr aireraf®t in the best possible
mec:rical sondition for cach of these threc missions. Thelr conspicuous effort
tezether with the hish skill snd determiastion of tio asllant eir cruws reflects
rrévt credit on the 1¢2nd Borbardwint COroup sni the ‘ared Yorses of the United
States, -

* * * =

BY ‘COMUND CF Mad(R GHIRML Piaiids

L H RODIECK
Colonel, GSC
O FE -I-\.I'I- L' 'ﬂ"tikff Qi‘ St"-ff

/S/ ustev A Wevberg PrCAEY" /7
O o

GUSTAY & FEUSERG

%

. / ‘
iy /

Lt Col, 43D e lIH

Adjutant Genernl Cor‘.'!s

R R e | e - e



2
=
9]
(49
o 3
@
(]
o]
z
]
5]
2
e
=1
m
)
'-.J
i
Frie
o]
o
4
(]
Q
(]
(o]
o]
L)
=
A
3]
£
L
5
—
]
(9]
5.
e 1

The 462nd "NELIRIRD" SGreup is now stotiocned
at VacDill Field, TFlorida, Very soor now wo

42 ~ am pad=la A=
ill be manned to our peacetire strongth and

nnturnlly we are intercsted in oll

Eormep
Wi IIBIRDS". If you nrc plamaing to romain 1a

the Army, WE TWHT YOU with us. ifc nre agai

under the 58th Wing ~und with sther components

of the Winsg, wo will be the nuelons of tho
postevar AIR FORTM, e will bo cennoct ot with
The ’'tomic Tomh Project, aan will flv 2 now
B=50 (R=20% wit: the povierful new Trotb=ilizitney
enpincs. Your opportunitics will be rrostor
writh the "HIIINIRDS", §3, if 7ow cro contenmlat-
ing the pestewar army, o0 JI0F to yeur nasrest
Rearustins Officer ond reenlist for U6 458nd
Bort Group, MazDill Ficld, X¥lorida,

Giths el -(-_"5:"?1:«{{{# o
74 ~

ALFRED Py EISLEER

Colonel, air Corps



It looks as if we HELLRIRDS are going to have some interesting
experiences ahesd of us in the next few yesrs, somewhat like Those we
have been reading sbout here in the far Book, except we wvon't be get-
ting shot et anymore; not logally enywey. Washington says our over-
seas duty is over for several years, and we will remeln stateside.

That sounds good to us. For a chauce we will be settinr up housekeep-
ing in & place that is already esteblicshed snd have permament living
guartérs. Und.r the new pcace time set up, we will “e sdble to teake

our families with us, no matter where we go. At times this peacetime
Air Uorps scems like a dream and we sxpect to wake up and find ourselves

back at A~5 in the middle of a Tinian Iyphoon. sand to think we are get-

ting that good old green stuff for this,

Meybe some of you old HELLSIEDS still have that army spirit at
heart and would like to get back into yow old outfit. QJuite & few of
the old pang have come heck and % are slweys mizhtireglad to see them
and talk sbout old times., Colonel Kalberer has Lecn sble to get every-
one who wants to come, back into the INILL3IRD Group.

Just in cas¢ you are interested hire is the present set up. You
can Teeﬂllot at your rating the time of your scparation, tha®t is, if
you don't wait morc then 90 days, Besides that you v111 set a 30-50
day furlough beforc reporting to duty. If you guf‘ uaﬂ‘t make up your
mind what to do end thiags look a little roush in the "outside aorli‘,
there's & provision to take care of thut too. Lnlistments of 13, 2 or
3 years are offered, g short term sulistment gives you time to think
things over & little more. o matter how leng you stay in the Army you
still heve all the bencfits of the GI 8ill of nights and +hen you get
out the Gowernment will pay your way through one ycar of collegc for
each year you have scrved in the srmy.

Some of us HELLBIXDS glready have so much time in the service we
have decided to stay with it for u« few morc ycars ena finish out the
20 needed for retirement, That's half vay for 1if% efter 20 years ser-
vice which isn't hard to take, Thirty yeers scrvice reelly sets you
up in the chips though with thrco-quaruer pay for life, Uho wouldn't
be & mester sergsant after 30 ycars! ilct's see¢ -- that would be $155.25
e month for life.

Think it ower eud if you decide you would like to get back in the

outfit drop usa line here ut HELLBIRD Headqusrters, Maclill Fi:ld, Tampsz,

Floridae. #e will be glad to welcome you back to the flock.
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