






LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

and the plan was endorsed. But each detail was fought hard, and 
only the unusual astuteness of the mayor in forestalling each objec
tion with an economical common-sense alternative, followed often 
by an ultimatum in case it was not accepted, has carried the plan 
toward success. In one case, he offered to resign on condition that 
certain obstructionists should do the same, so that the matter might 
be put up to the people at a special election; thus offering to estab
lish referendum by private agreement. 

As the matter stands, the people at large have given their enthu
siastic endorsement: the City Council is pledged to carry out the 
recommendations as far as is in the city's power; the mayor has said 
that a twenty-foot strip northerly from Central street will be con
demned if the fifty-year lessees will not rent at a reasonable figure, 
and the money to buy will be forthcoming from a private individual 
if the city cannot finance it; the new High School has been ordered 
built on the lot advised in the report; and a fire station has been 
purchased ready-made, and the old lot on East Market Square 
released for tax-producing uses. The work of widening Central 
street was begun the first of August, and the laying out and estab
lishing of the new street has been ordered. To help in carrying out 
these matters, the City Council authorized bonds up to the city's 
debt limit. 

Many public-spirited citizens have assisted materially with large 
gifts and offers of help. Two owners have offered strips along the 
Kenduskeag basin in the rear of Broad street block to the city, in 
case the plan is carried out. Three large owners of property on 
Exchange street have offered to the city strips of land comprising 
a large part of the whole distance, to be used for a street up and 
down the stream. And another citizen has promised to try to raise 
money to buy the half of the N orumbega Mall that does not 
belong to the United States Government, to present to the city. 
Lastly, a considerable part of the wooded bluff has been already 
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turned over for park purposes, together with some money for its 
improvement. 

A short analysis of the reasons for this success are worth while. 
With the business men, the evident increase of property values with 
a minimum expenditure of money is sufficient; for two fronts are 
planned along the Kenduskeag and the new street, where at pres
ent only one exists, and also the cost of hauling will be much 
reduced. This latter point happened to be emphasized strongly 
during the study for the plan, when eleven teams of horses were 
seen pulling backward on a heavy load going down a steep grade on 
Center street, one of the present main-traffic avenues on the east 
side. The attractions offered to strangers would also weigh with the 
farsighted, as the Chamber of Commerce said in its early endorse
ment. Recommendations for the new bridge and parking the 
wooded bluff above Franklin street had been anticipated by many, 
and the whole scheme endorsed such views while expanding them, 
thus naturally pleasing such prophets. Lastly, every recommenda
tion is easily accomplished and generally economical, and nothing 
so radical is advised that the conservatives have their breath taken 
away. The progress of the conservatives has been well expressed 
lately by a member of the Civic Commission. In speaking of the 
attitude of proprietors toward releasing land needed to carry out 
the scheme, he says, "The first disposition was to say 'No;' the 
second was to be willing to sacrifice themselves by giving land to 
the city; and I believe the third will be a demand from these same 
people that this plan be carried out.'' 
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