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STORY OF THE FIRE. 

77rHE Bangor Fire started in a hay shed on Broad Street, at 4.IO P. M., 
\!/' Sunday, April 30, 1911. High wind carried burning brands diagonally 

across Kenduskeag Stream and ignited a shed in the rear of The 
Fairbanks Company, on Exchange Street, and almost at the same time 
one of the steeples of the Universalist Church on Center Street. In a few 
minutes the wooden buildings in the rear of Exchange Stred were a fur. 
nace, the intense heat and flames from which, swept onward by the wind, 
fairly melted everything before them, leaping from one large block to 
another with great rapidity. 

From the business section the flames spread into the residence district 
on Center Street Hill. 

Until early morning the fire spread before it was under control. Many 



houses were dynamited, but the wind carried brands across and the fire 
continued unabated. 

Here and there a wooden house, by some prank of the fire fiend, 
was left intact, while all around was in ruins. 

The edge of the fire was lined with spectators, many assisting in the 
removal of household goods. There was no panic, disorder, or looting, - a 
rather remarkable circumstance, which speaks well for the people of Bangor. 

Firemen and apparatus came from Brewer, Oldtown, Waterville, Lew­
iston and Portland to assist in fighting the flames. 

Two lives were lost, George Abbot, a fireman of the Brewer Fire 
Department, and John Scribner. 

The burned district covered fifty-five acres, involving a loss of about 
$3,000,000. 

One hundred business blocks and two hundred and eighty-five dwell­
ings were destroyed. At least two hundred and fifty persons were rendered 
destitute. 
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