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SPERECHES
HON. IRA G. HERSEY.

Conservation of Food and Fuel.

Monday, June 18, 1917.

The House in Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Unfon
had under consideration the bill (. R. 4961) to l]rovlc]e further for
the national security and defense by encouraging the production, con-
!;31;\]!1:25 the supply, and controiling the distribution of food products and

Mr. HERSEY. Mr. Chairman, after a careful consideration
of the evidence before this committee, and the attention that T
have given every moment to the discussion of it in this House, T
am heartily in favor of this bill. [Applause.] Its constitution-
ality seems to be admitted. The great bill we passed to investi-
gate and have a census of the food production of this country
has grandly paved the way for this legislation. It seems to me
that this bill is a fitting climax to the recent bill just passed by
us for a census and the conservation of the food resources of this
country. Many things that guided ns in the past ean not be our
guide to-day. We are in a war different from any other war,
It is calling upon us for resources never called for before, and
it seems to me that we must conserve every food resource of our
great country.

I am in favor of this bill, Mr. Chairman, because the President
has been frank with us and named beforehand the *“dictator,”
s0 to speak, who will have charge of this food bill, and I have
faith in Mr, Hoover,

Further than that, T am in favor of this measure because it is q
bill that stands by the farmer, the agriculturist. Some have
expressed fear upon this floor to-day that this bill is against the
farmer. I come from a district where nearly every man is a
farmer. Agriculture is the principal occupation.

I know these men, nearly everyone of them, and I know their
wishes and their desires. I know their hopes and their fears,
and I know that everyone trusts Mr. Hoover. I know that
evervone ol them is n favor of this bill. I know, further, that
the farmer has pever profited in the past by combinations: he
has feught them, and is fo-day fighting the food gamblers.
They Have heen his enemies in the past and they will be his
enemies in e fature; unless we give the President power to
Aestroy tlem,

It hee been wel! suid that it is the farmer who raises the
food, but it is the spaculater who raises the prices. The farmer
does not fix the prices; he is at the mercy of the food gamblers,
who sre deiven by tlie sole motive of avarice to raise the price
of food, that great guins may come to the middleman and the
food speculator. I feel that the President, throngh Mr. Hoover,
will destroy the power of these food gamblers, and under this
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bill he would give the farmers a chance to market their crops,
free from unlawful combinations.

I feel, further, Mr. Chairman, that whatever has been said
on the floor here to-day in regard to politics has no place in
this discussion nor in this bill. [Applause.] Hitherto I have
stood with the President, I have trusted him in his great work.
I have voted for the billions given him. I will continue to
trust him as the Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy.
Into his hands I am willing to put this great power which is
called autoeratic, and it is. I want him to exercise it, and I
feel that the whole country is in faver of the project, outside of
the food gamblers and speculators, and outside of the few men
who want to give the country beer instead of bread. [Ap-
planse. ]

I am willing to give him this great power to look after and
protect the food and producers of the country, and I feel that
the law-abiding people of the Nation everywhere, regardless of
party, stand for this great food bill. Outside this Congress no
one except the gamblers and the brewers are against this bill,
and I believe the Congress of the United States should unani-
mously stand in favor of the bill on its final passage. Repub-
licans, Democrats, Independents, everybody, should stand to-
gether and support the President in this great war for hu-
manity.

Thetyre was u time, Mr. Chairman, in the old days when Rome
was at the height and zenith of its great world power when she
had a patriotic and united people. Afterwards she fell, through
her viees, when there were slaves on the one hand and great
power in a few gamblers and criminals upon the other. Ma-

cauley, the poet-historian, writing of the days of Roman great-

ness, said:

For Romans in Rome's quarrel
Spared nelther land nor gold,

Nor son nor wife, nor limb nor life,
In the brave days of old.

Then none was for a party:
Then all were for the State:
Then the great man helped the poor,
And the poor man loved the great,

Then lands were fairly ‘portloned ;
The spoils were fairly sold ;
The Romans were like brothers
In the brave days of old.
I hope the passage of this great food bill will show to the
country and to the world that, like the Romans of old, Americans

are like brothers in the brave days of to-day. [Applause.]

War Prohibition.

Saturday, June 23, 1917.

The House In Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Unio:
had under consideration the bill (H, R. 4961) to provide further 1'01:-
the national security and r.lefgnse by encouraging tge production, con-
serving the supply, and controlling the distribution of food products and

fuel.

Mr. HERSEY. Mr. Chairman, the Barkley amendment just
adopted is a great victory for the people of this country. I am
utterly opposed to the Lenroot amendment, because it would
weaken and destroy what the people have asked for and what
they have now secured by the Barkley amendment to this bill.
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The law-abiding, liberty-loving pcople of this country, since
this Congress has been in session, have been of one voice, and
that united voice has demanded of us war prohibition. They

have ingisted upon the passage of war prohibition that we might
thereby win this war. '

In February, 1911, Emperor William of Germany reviewed his
mighty army, He called before him one of the greatest military
bodies then in the world—men educated and trained to arms
from the eradle, men who knew all about the arts of war. He
had a grand review of a great army, and on this notable oceasion
addressed his soldiers In the following words:

The next war and the next battle will demand
part. They will be decided by perves. But tlmsosoa":-‘;du?l%i\;‘éngjggdygzé
endangered from youth upward by Indulgence in aleohol,

It s one of the questions of the future for our. navy and for our
nation., If you educate the people to do without aleohol, I shall bhave

gensible subjeets. The nation whieh tak h
Ol eir, ChU OREUE OF U tutive 0. AmAlGAk Cquaasity  oe

Have we learned anything from our enemy? Listen now to
what Lloyd-George, of England, recently said:

We are fighting Germany, Austria, and drink, and,
gee, the greatest of these three deadly foes Is drink, 1 h:ovenﬁeagrlzaf:s%
conviction, based on accumulating evidence, that nothing but root-and-
brapch methods would be of the sliﬁtust avail in dealing with the evil
T belleye it is the general feeling that if we are to settle with German
militarlsm we must first of all settle with liquor.

The Baltimore Sun of May 11, 1917, said :
Amerifca can not fight this war with the drink trafic hanging to its

arm.

Anything less than the Nation's greatest effort for vietory wi -
g:;udentheml\?rntinu'% ;taérlt;l:g n]rixd spirit, ‘There Is no plncetolny theuw"l:r

ogram preven disease, preventable
waste, or preventable death. FERYNERD: DLOTABIRp

And there will be mounting food prices while grain untold is rotted
into_poison, ;

Why not do It now? Assert at once the Government's authority;
enact the regulations that are obviously needed and add to them as the
need of extension hecomes an(m\rent.

Better still, enact prohibition for the war. Tse the distilleries to
make munition aleohol and as a source of power fuel, TUse the brew-
eries to puek meat, pack fruit, make vinegar, make ice, and serve other
ugefnl ends. They can be adapted to such purposes at small expense,

Take this as a fact already settled: The American people will not
be content to tolerate waste and destructlon during such a time of
sacrifice as there is ahead of us,

Let us stand behind the President and stand behind him armed with
our full strength!

Let the experience for the last two years of our allies point
out our duty.

Margaret Wintringer, field secretary of the Young People's
Civie Leagne and correspondent for Sunday School Times,
Christian Herald, and American Issoe, in a letter to the Mem-
bers of this Congress May 5 last, said:

Having spent six months in Europe in 1916 studying temperance
conditions in the warring nations as correspondent for the Sunday
School Times, Christian Herald, and other prominent church and re-
form }mpers, 1 venture to set before you some of the results of my
investigations,

Those eountries which imposed prohibition as a military measure at
the outset of the war have achleved the greatest military advance, and
the measure of military success of each bellizgerent nation has been in
exact proportion to the measure of prohibition of output rather than
the measure of restriction and regulation.

The London Daily Chronicle and the London Daily Times both
state that Russla's temporary wine, beer, and vodka prohibition gave
her startling advantage at the very outset of the war, enabling her to
mobilize her army in less than two weeks, and because of Russia's
speedy entrance into the war, nccomplished under prohibition, Germany
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was foreed to divide her forces between the east and west, thus
saving Paris and possibly London.

When [ visited Paris a year after the prohibitlon by the Govern-
ment of the manufacture and sale of vodka, Gen, Gallienl affirmed that
this drastiec action thus early in the war had saved I'rance. The
favorable results from the prohibition of absinth led to the recent ban
on spirits by the Government on its own fnitiative.

The fallure of Great Britain to follow the example of her allies,
Russia and France, when the nation was ready to accept prohibition,
disheartened the more patriotic elemeént of the British people, so that
that class of her subjects who would naturally have given the Govern-
ment the most loyal and unselfish service could lend only half-hearted

support,

?\r:k Mr. Alfred Booth, chairman of the Cunard Line, has declared,
“ The brewery cart has bloeked the amimunition wagon and the wheat
tmnk, and thereby greatly weakened Great Britain’s helpfulness to her
allies."”

It has impoverighed her people and hastened the present food strin-
geney by diverting grain which would have provided every man, woman,
and ehild in Great Britaln with four quartern loaves of bread every

week, i

It has foreedl the British Government to seek loans to finanece the war
while her people were drinking the cost of three dreadnanghts every
five days and every three losing as many lives through drink as went

down in the Lusitania, i

It iz an undeniable fact that Great Britain’s fallure to follow Russia
and France has prolonged the war, as shown by the famous “ White
Paper ' issued by the Government containing ** Report and statistics
«of the bad times kept in the shipbuilding, munitions, and transport

areas.” which Hes before me :
First. By bam!it_-npg:lng the cutput of munitions and building trans-
rorts through loss of time caused by drink—669,000 labor hours lost
ngnr.- d‘ijstrl';et 1nté\uﬁ-ch, Inlla;l.] * Al :
Second, By retarding moebilization, one-third of entire r
some instances being incapacitated by drink, egiments in
Third. By delaying the transportation of troops to form a juncture
with the army of France for the relief of Belgium, the drunkenness of
the firemen delaying the salling of one transport carrying 1,200 troops

24 hours.

The sale of drink in Great Britain during the war has caused an
alarming increase of drunkenness nmon;; women, resulting in an in-
ereased Infant mortality so greéat that since the beginning of the war
two babies under 5 years of age have died in Great Britain for every

ml']('.']lispréo“ ;{rt L 1'm?tl:lzl new British A Auri
e drunkenness of the ritish Army during mobilizatl
it Impossible to form the junciure with the French Army whii:e‘;ln Jf}:g‘t'
have held the German hordes back from crossing the French frontler
thus changing possible and speedy victory Into crawling disaster. So
American mothers are to pay Great Britain’s drink bII with the life-
'blnrod tnhr tt}oir sa;m! S A A Y :

n the face of such sacrifice, when the mofhers of this N,
furnish the mitlions of soldiers for the country’s defense, to“ﬁé}‘,‘,’;“;‘gg
moral protection which national prohibition as a war measure would
afford her sons, would be a sin agalnst the mothers of the United
States, and would chiil the enthusiasm of the millions of women upon
whose services in ail lines of Industry the Nation must depend for the

guceess of 1ts arms.
He brands himself a traitor fo the human race who calls a truce In

the fAght against alcohol now, when health, efficiency, and happiness

‘must e safeguarded as never before. He serves his country best who

cmism;vi;esrlts '_v,-mrlmf; men. Sk or B ) 3
n the face of the exper ¢ warring natio
‘the priece we must Mdy or their defeat before Kin a?goﬂzz.]s't’ﬁ'gp{rnﬁﬂﬁ
tes can not afford to repeat Great Dritain's (f!aastrous experiment
with regulation, Nor can Wweé risk dishonor by following Germany's
gﬁ:gévngn;.npie ofi reagrlctlo{l.hv:hlch dgfeatcd 40 years of preparedness,
{0 er national escutcheon, and wrest - " ;

oul pro on there w. no victory, and the U
‘will enter the struggle and sacrifice its young {uanhluod ?nrir?zil‘;?.d Feies
n behalf of the motherhood of the Nation, ealled to a greater sacri-
flee for country than any Nation in all the world’s history has ever
%:ged fgf_ ,Iltamn;g]tl?arsacﬂgg Yo :i'lort look rtr.n your honorable’ legislative

m . efense
mrohibition as a war measure? of our soldiers, with national
Yours, for protection, which means victory,
MAiRGARET WINTRINGER.
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T. N. Carver, professor of political economy, Harvard Uni-

versity, writing in the Harvard Alumni Bulletin of May 31,
1917, said: r

The argument for war prohibition rests partly on economlc and
partly on moral grounds. he argument on economie grounds is an
argument against the waste of foodstuffs and of man power. This
is much more convincing than the argument based upon sentimental
morality. The waste of foodstuffs is, In fitself, a large item, though
a sma!l percentage of our total food production. According to the-
report of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue for the year ended
June 30, 191G (p. 138); there were used during that year in the manu-
facture of distilled spivits over 32,000,000 bushels of corn, over 3,000,000
bushels of rye, over 4,000,000 bushels of malt, and over 152,000,000
gallons of molasses, besides small gquantities of wheat, oats, and other
materials.

The waste of man power may be regarded as a moral problem, but It
is in the strictest sense an econmomic problem. There are few vices
which more speedily and certainly destroy a man's dependableness than
aleoholle Indulgence. In our interlocking civillzation, where we are
all so completely dependent upon one another, the most valuable of all
virtues are those which make us dependable, and the most destructive
of all vices are those which make us undependable,

As to the men who mar be thrown out of employment, they will be-
needed ten times over before this war is ended to man the necessary
{ndustries. We must count on putting as many as 5,000,000 men in
the field—it would be silly to count on fewer than that—and it may
be necessary to gut 10,000,000 in the Army and Navy. It will take
another 5,000,000 or 10,000,000 to produce supplies’ and ships for
them. It will take other millions to Increase our farm production, our
coal and iron production. Many unnecessary industries must abso-
lutely cease to be In order that those necessarf' for our salvation may
be kept going. The industries which produce alcobolie drinks are about
the most unnecessary of all our industries,

The New York Times of May 13, 1917, contained an interesting
article by Irving Fisher. professor of political ecenomy in Yale
University, in which he said:

In regard to the release of labor, there were employed in 1910 in dis-
tilleries and broweries about 81,000 men, There are f{)l 000 bartenders,
68,000 saloooukeepers, and enough others—salesmen and the like—to.
brfng up the total number of persons owing thelr employment, directly
or indirectly, to the liquor business to about 289,000,

Ordinarlly the large numbers employed are clted as a reason why

rohibition, by dislocating labor, would be Injurious, but to-day it is
fhis very releanse of labor which is needed for the production of food
and munitions and for filling the ranks in our Army and Navy. Food
gearcity in particular can not be remedied without more farm labor, and
the larger the number employed in the Hguor busginess the more man

wer is lost for prosecuting the war No one can to-day raise any ob-
ection on tae ground of unemployment. There is no unemployment
problem now In Canada. The curve of unemployment in England is
almost down to zero. All labor released would therefore be readlly
absorbed, to the %'reat benefit of the country, and In most cases lprobnblr
to the benefit of the labor itself so transferred. Much of it would
gearcely change locatlon, for many of the plants of distilleries and
brewerf;s could be put to manufacturing Industrial alcohol and to
other war uses as has been the case In Canada,

As to food, we are facing a real food crisis, due to shortage of crops
all over the world, the destruction of ecrops by war, the withdrawal of
food producers to perform military functions, the destruction of food
ships by the submarine, and the exhaustion of our food stocks. The
gooner we wake up to a realization of what is before us the better.

Nearly 23 per cent of the total crop of those cerbals used in manu-
facturing alcoholle beverages are diverted to that use, while O per
cent of the total crop of rice and 84 per cent of the total crop of barley
are so diverted.

More than 110,000,000 bushels of grain are used in the productlon
of aleoholic beverages, 415,000,000 pounds of grapes, and 152,000,000
pounds of molasses. In all about 7,500,000,000 ponnﬁs of food—grain,

apes, grape sugar, glucose, and molasses—ure so used each year.
fftor ‘making allowance for the production of denatured alcohol, the
total fuel value so diverted each 3’“' is sufficient to supply the yearly
energy requirement of over 7,000,000 men,

Even after making allowance for all recovered food substances, such
as swill for feeding farm animals, there is still wasted enough grain alone
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to give a 1-pound loaf every da{ to every soldier Iin an army of
11,000,000 men ! This is 1he caleulation of Dr, Alonzo Taylor, who has
heen making a study of the world's food situation by personal investiga-
tion in Germany and England and the United States.

As to the commercial uses of alcohol, prohibition would enable us to
utilize distilleries and breweries in the production of ether, so necessary

now for surgica. operations in the military hoai)ltsls. and of acetone for
ure alcohol for fuel and other

the making of explosives, as well as of

urposes. Pure alcohol now costs $2.40 a fnllon of which $2 is tax.

he tax has been removed In Europe. It is estimated, so a chemist
tells me, that about 1 pound of alcohol is necessary in the manu-
facture of every pound o powder.

In regard to cold storage, the lants of breweries could be used for
cold storage of foods, and it is Selieved that we are somewhat short
on cold-storage facilities.

The Daily Kennebez Journal, a great newspaper published in

my State, said editorially April 25, 1917

We are entering a war for right and justice over might and greed
equality of human rights over auloeratic domination. gwe amite our
breasts and boast our high purpose to save humanity from mammpn
e e hearts is the bypocrisy of unconquered appetites and

passions.

Staggering and bewildeved by narcotle poison, 25 per cent deficient
in numan fighting ability, to say nothing of lack of training or Inade-
\quate mechanical equipment, we offer combat to a fighting enemy, de-
Eeend[ng on our size, doggedness, and luck, a * country that has never

n defeatsa,” except Dy its own lusts and longings.

llmﬂiy' are we to swagger Into the arena, one-fourth paralyzed by
drink, with a rum bottle in our pocket and a defermination to fight on
“ Dutch conmg:e |

Here are a fow facts to consider in their tremendous possibilities :

Iixclusive of our loans to the allies we can hardly expect to expend

the sum of $2,000,000,000. Yet in that

in our first year of the war
same 12 months we shall expend for drink, every ounce of it worse
than useless to any human being, the amount in dollars of two billions

five hundred mllions.

National prohibition as an emergency measure wonld save this to the
'.;:\Tatitltlon, and all the incompetence ard misery which its use would en-

In other words, we could save by restraming our own folly, In the
first 12 months of war, food enough fto fully feed for one year any
army that we skall be ahle to raise in the next three years.

National nrohibition ss an emerzency war measure would release for
productive uses an army of many thousands of men now engaged in a
natlonally destructive labor. We need these men on the farms to raise
food, where they are now engaged in destroying what others raise,

Niational prohibition as an emergency war measure would instantly
be felt—as it was in Russia—in a new efficiency and morale in the
from " booze ™ stupor that

army, and in the people as an awakenin
holds millioas every hour in its grasp the while disheartening other

milljona close to them.
Look at the facts in the case of these three—food, labor, financial

strength :
The greatest destroyer ofhfood in thfis il:omztl'.'.' now, and in England
rin ;

France, and Russia before the war, is =
The greatest destroyer of labor in this country, as it was in Europe

before the war, Is drink.
And when we come to nnanc!nilmatrength we find that the drink

waste every year is sufficient to build :
Gus Tundred buftieanips, costing $7,000,000 sach, and 200, soprores
cruisers, cos y , &1 estroyers )
OR submsr'lnes. costing §10,000 eaclf. pedating 51,900,000

each, and 1,00
Can the American people drag this stupendous burden and win the

war ?

Here §s a final illustration: The sum expended for drink In thi
country every 12 months would board at 8
womalt?: and ehild in the Nation for almgst$0n: rrtlitl:lgthc.ﬂ e every man,

I am pleased that gentlemen in this Congress who oppose
prohibition to-day in this debate admit and acknuwledgepghat
the passage of this bill with the Barkley amendment will destroy

the manufacture and the sale of intoxicating liquors in this

Nation during the war.
1062086—17639
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We must win this war. To do it we must first put away our
Nation’s shame—the legalized liquor traffic, To-day this House
has sounded forth the trumpet that will never call retreat. War
prohibition will give us a sober Nation and we will at once pro-
ceed to give to the people a constitutional amendment that will
give us in times of peace protection from our greatest enemy and
complete national prohibiion. To-morrow the saloon will be
only a hateful memory,

God Is calling to the masses, to the Eeaann:t and the peer;
He is calling to all classes, that the crucial hour is near ;

For each rotting throne must tremble and fall broken in the dust,
With the leaders who dissemble and betray a people's trust.

Still the voice of God is calling, and ahove the wreck 1 gee,

And beyond the gloom appalling, the igrnaat overnment-to-be,
From the ruins it has risen, and my soul is overjoyed,

For the school supplants the prison, and there are no * unemployed."™

And there are no childten's faces at the spindle or the loom :
They are out in Stpny places, where the other sweet things bloom ;
God has purified the flleys, He has set the white slaves free,
And they ow hul‘;: and valleys in this government-to-be,
106206—176 ;
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