


Conclusion 
On the 23d of August the regiment moved into the field 
near Gemunden, Germany, a distance of only a few 
miles from the occupation area. We were relieved of 
all duties by the 79th Infantry Division. Officially, the 
division had been alerted for return to the United States. 
New men arrived from almost every unit in Third 
Army until the strength was close to 3500 enlisted men 
and 18 5 officers. Dates were still moved up, and early 
morning of the 1st of September, the regiment began 
movement by motor and "40 and 8's" to the Calas 
Staging Area at Marseille, France. 

Perfect weather, adequate transportation facilities, 
and the French countryside all contributed to the air of 
excitment of "going home." The personnel of the regi
ment consisted of officers and enlisted men from the 
1st, 2d, 4th, 5th, 76th, 79th, 83d, 90th, 102d, and 103d 
Infantry Divisions and various Corps and Army Artil
lery units. There were few old men of the 393d left 
-only a handful of officers and under one hundred 
enlisted men. The entire character of the regiment was 
changed. Few knew Colonel Yancey and what it had 
meant to serve under him. Only one or two remembered 
the bleak, winter days at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi. 
The SS Argentina and its " green eggs" were unknown. 
The 393d Infantry was literally what the War Depart
ment had directed "a vehicle for returning high point 
personnel to the United States." 

The regiment was commanded by Lt. Col. Cecil R. 
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Everett, having assumed command on August 29th. 
Lt. Col. Clarke, popular Regimental Commander, and 
Lt. Col. Peters, 2d Battalion Commander during the 
entire period of the regiment's overseas duty, remained 
in Germany with the 79th Infantry Division. When 
the regiment left Germany the Battalions were com
manded by Lt. Col. Raymond J. Lewis, Lt. Col. Jack 
W. Ward, and Lt. Col. Charles B. Bryan. 

The stay at Calas was brief and uneventful. Fifty
three men classed as "essential" were literally taken off 
the ship at the last moment on orders from ETO 
Headquarters due to low points. Sgt. Fritz and Cpl. 
Rogers, who were responsible for the compilation of 
this book, left us. UPS, under Lt. Freed, worked con
tinually for sixty hours to get rosters and passenger lists 
ready for embarkation. Since there was no electricity, 
this necessitated the use of 3 3 0 candles in one night. 

On the 11th of September the entire regiment boarded 
the SS Admiral Capps, a Navy Transport. Brigadier 
General Frederick H. Black, the Division Commander, 
was aboard. There were few who remembered that he 
commanded troops of the 393d Infantry on the voyage 
to Europe. A smooth crossing, fairly good food, much 
excitment made the trip interesting. The 393d Infantry 
was on the way home! 

At Hampton Roads, Virginia, the SS Admiral Capps 
docked on September 20th. We were whisked away to 
Camp Patrick Henry a few miles away. The same day 
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by General Order No. 50, Headquarters Army Service 
Forces, Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia, the 393d In
fantry was inactivated. All personnel was transferred 
to Reception Stations and Separation Centers. A cadre of 
the Regimental Commander, the three Battalion Com
manders, and the Personnel Officer was formed for 
final disposition of records. All records were filed and 
boxed for storage, and by the time the Personnel Section 
had endorsed each man's service record, the trains were 
ready to pull out. It was all over in four days. The 
final Morning Reports were submitted: "Record of 
Events: Unit inactivated by Special Orders No. 50 
Army Service Forces, 20 Sept. 45. All personnel t rans
ferred. This is the final Morning Report." 

So, the 393d Infantry that was activated in tar paper 
barracks in Mississippi three years before-the regiment 
that achived a fihe training record during Louisiana 
Maneuvers and at Camp Maxey, Texas- the fighting 
team that went overseas in October 1944 to meet the 
strongest assault of Hitler's winter offensive in Decem
ber, 1944-the regiment that took one hell of a beating 
during the Battle of .the Bulge, only to show its guts 
by reorganizing and carrying the war to the very heart 
of N azidom, to the Rhine, the Remagen Bridgehead, the 
Ruhr Pocket, Nuremberg, the Danube River, Land
shut ... the 393d Infantry ... after three years of 
federal service, had concluded a glowing episode in the 
highest traditions of the United States Army. 

The 393d Infantry in Review was published and distributed by the 
Historical Association, 393d Infantry Regiment, 1164 East South 
Temple, Salt Lake City 2, Utah. The Articles of Association were 
drawn and approved at Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia the 21st 
of September 1945. The following officers were appointed by 
Special Orders No. 133, Hqs. 393 Infantry, APO 499, U.S. Army: 
Lt. Col. Ceci l R. Everett, President; Lt. Col. Raymond J. Lewis, 
Vice-President; Lt. Col. Charles B. Bryan, Vice-President ; Lt. Col. 
Jack W. Ward, Vice-President, and Lt. Robert E. Freed, Secretary
Treasurer. 
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Unit Commanders of th e 393d Infantry Regimen t During Combat 
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Regiment Commanders: Lt. Col. Jean D. Scott Execut ive Officers: Lt. Col. Thomas N . Griffin 

Lt. Col. O liver W. Hartwell 
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Col. James K. W oolnough 

REGIMENTAL STAFF: SPECIAL UNITS: 
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For Reference S-1-Capt. Karl W. Yolk, Jr. 
1st Lt. Ernest E. Thompson 

5-2-Major Don Davis 
5-3-Major Elmer Schmierer 

Major Richard L. Belt 

5-4-Major George N. Morgan 
Major William H. Beacham 

Hqs. Co.-Capt. Rensselaer M. Holman 
Capt. Jacob W. Gravely 
Capt. Donald L. Driscoll 

Cn. Co.-Capt. Daniel Mucha 

AT Co.-Capt. George K. Maertens 
1st Lt. Robert A. Cronk 

Not to be taken 

from this library 
Personnel Officer-Capt. Richard C. Turner 

1st Lt. Robert E. Freed 

Serv. Co.-Capt. William H. Beacham 
Capt . Aaron Nathan 

Mcd. Det.-Major Milton J. Cole 

FIRST BATTALION: 

Lt. Col. Matthew L. Legler 
Lt. Col. Charles E. Ward 
Major Richard L. Belt 
Lt. Col. Larry H. Leidenheimer 

Hqs. Co.-Capt. Robert J. Eckman 
Capt. Leroy A. Stenborg 

Co. A-Capt. Joseph D. Jameson 
Capt. Joseph A. Carnevale 

Co. B--Capt. Thomas G. DeBerry 
Capt. Henry B. Jones 

Co. C-Capt. Aaron Nathan 
1st Lt. Stanley L. Sine 
1st Lt. Dale H . Metz 
1st Lt. James H . McGourty 
Capt. Paul V. Fogleman 

Co. D-Capt. Harry R. Bangs 
1st Lt. J. C. Steen 
Capt. Louis W. Bratton 

Medal of Honor 
On a December day in 1945, two months after the 393d 
Infantry was inactivated, a soldier of Captain Fogle
man's Company "L" stood before President Harry S. 
Truman and received the Medal of Honor for his extra
ordinary bravery and extreme devotion to duty during 
the Battle of the Bulge. Staff Sergeant Vern on Mc
Garity was representative of the 393d Infantry. 

Following is the official citation: 
"Staff Sergeant Vernon McGarity, a squ:1d leader with Company 

L, 3 9 3d Infantry, was painfully wounded in an artillery barrage 
that preceded the powerful counter offensive launched by the 
Germans near Krinkelt, Belgium, on the morning of December 
16, 1944. 

( "He made his way to an aid station, received treatment, and 

SECOND BATT ALI ON: 

Lt. Col. Ernest C. Peters 

Hqs. Co.- Capt . Carl S. Swisher 

Co. E- Capt. Carl S. Miller 
Capt. Donald L. Driscoll 
1st Lt . Roy Engelbretson 
2d Lt. Edward J. Orlando 
Capt. Daniel C. Sutherland 
1st Lt. Donald G. Ross · 
Capt. George R. Dufresne 

Co. F-Capt. J. R. Edwards 
1st Lt. Wilfred J. Fridel 
Capt . James K. McCaslin 
1st Lt. Joseph Kagan 

Co. G- Capt. William R. Smith 
1st Lt. Paul R. Walgren 
1st Lt. Julius Weisglass 
2d Lt. William L. Probeck 
Capt. Curtis C . Noblitt 

Co. H - Capt. Joseph W. Nelson 

then refused to be evacuated, choosing to return to his hard-pressed 
men instead. The fury of the enemy's great Western Front offensive 
swirled about the position held by Sergeant McGarity's small force, 
but so tenaciously did these men fight on orders to stand firm at 
all costs that they could not be dislodged despite murderous enemy 
fire and the breakdown of their communications. 

"During the day the heroic squad leader rescued one of his friends 
who had been wounded in a forward position, and throughout the 
night he exhorted his comrades to repulse the enemy's attempts at 
infiltration. \'V'ben morning came and the Germans attacked with 
tanks and infantry, he braved heavy fire to run to an advantageous 
position where he immobilized the enemy's lead tank with a round 
from a rocket launcher. Fire from his squad drove the attacking 
infantrymen back, and three supporting tanks withdrew. 

"He rescued, under heavy fire, another wounded American, and 
then directed devasting fire on a light cannon which had been 
brought up by the hostile troops to clear resistance from the area. 

THIRD BATTALION: 
l . 

Lt. Col. Jack G. A,ftell 
Lt. Col. Oliver W . rl:irtwell 
Lt. Col. Elmer Schmierer 

Hqs. Co.-Capt. Wayne E. Shannon 

Co. I-Capt. William B. Coke 
Capt. George K. Maertens 

Co. K-Capt. Jacob W. Gravely 
Capt. Max N. Andrews 
Capt. Stephen K. Plume 
Capt. Felix \lV. Salmaggi 
1st Lt . Edward F. Irick, Jr. 

Co. L--Capt. Paul V. Fogleman 
Capt. Rolland L. Neudecker 
Capt. Floyd 0 . Jones 

Co. M-Capt. Roger C. Nielsen 
Capt. John E. Veneklasen 

"\V'hen ammumt10n began to run low, Sergeant McGarity, re
membering an old ammunition hole about 100 yards distant in the 
general direction of the enemy, braved a concentration of hostile 
fire to replenish his unit's supply. 

"By circuitous route the enemy managed to emplace a machine
gun to the rear and flank of the squad's position, cutting off the 
only escape route. Unhesitatingly, the gallant soldier took it upon 
himself to destroy this menace single-handedly. He left cover, and 
while under steady fire from the enemy, killed or wounded all the 
hostile gunners with deadly accurate rifle fire and prevented all 
attempts to reman the gun. Only when the squad's last round had 
been fired was the enemy able to advance and capture the intrepid 
leader and his men. 

"The extraordinary bravery and extreme devotion to duty of 
Sergeant McGarity supported a remarkable delaying action which 
provided the time necessary for assembling reserves and forming 
a line against which the German striking power was shattered." 



In June redeployment began and under the Personnel 

Qfficer, 3,000 officers and men were transferred from 

the regiment and 3,500 veterans of other divisions joined 

the regiment. Low-pointers went from the 99th to the 

1st, 2d, 4th, 83d and 90th Divisions and others left in 

large groups to reinforcement depots. Men with more 

than 8 5 · points came in from these divisions. Everyone 

with less than this critical score was sweating out the 

CBI until V-J Day was officially announced on 15 

August. Then everyone began sweating out occupation. 

Here trucks are leaving from Service Company with 

men bound for the 1st Division on July 5 his scene 

was repeated throughout the summer until practically 

all the "old" officers and men h gone. The combat 

history of the 3 9 3d Infantry in orld War II was ended. 
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