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Unit Commanders of the 393d Infantry Regiment During Combat
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Personnel Officer—Capt. Richard C. Turner 1

FIRST BATTALION:

Lt. Col. Matthew L. Legler

Lt. Col. Charles E. Ward
Major Richard L. Belt

Lt. Col. Larry H. Leidenheimer

Hgqs. Co.—Capt. Robert J. Eckman .
Capt. Leroy A. Stenborg

Co. A—Capt. Joseph D. Jameson
Capt. Joseph A. Carnevale

Co. B—Capt. Thomas G. DeBerry
Capt. Henry B. Jones

Co. C—Capt. Aaron Nathan
1st Lt. Stanley L. Sine
1st Lt. Dale H. Metz
Ist Lt. James H. McGourty
Capt. Paul V. Fogleman

Co. D—Capt. Harry R. Bangs
1st Lt. J. C. Steen
Capt. Louis W. Bratton

Medal of Honor

On a December day in 1945, two months after the 393d
Infantry was inactivated, a soldier of Captain Fogle-
man’s Company “L” stood before President Harry S.
Truman and received the Medal of Honor for his extra-
ordinary bravery and extreme devotion to duty during
the Battle of the Bulge. Staff Sergeant Vernon Mc-
Garity was representative of the 393d Infantry.
Following is the official citation:

“Staff Sergeant Vernon McGarity, a squad leader with Company

L, 393d Infantry, was painfully wounded in an artillery barrage

that preceded the powerful counter offensive launched by the

_ = Germans near Krinkelt; Belgium, on the morning of December
B 16, 1944.

£ “He made his way to an aid station, received treatment, and

Regiment Commanders: Lt. Col. Jean D. Scott

REGIMENTAL STAFF:

Col. James K. Woolnough

SPECIAL UNITS:

S-1—Capt. Karl W. Volk, Jr.
1st Lt. Ernest E. Thompson

S-2—Major Don Davis

S-3—Major Elmer Schmierer
Major Richard L. Belt

S-4—Major George N. Morgan
Major William H. Beacham

1st Lt. Robert E. Freed

SECOND BATTALION:
Lt. Col. Ernest C. Peters

Hgs. Co.—Capt. Carl S. Swisher

Co. E—Capt. Carl S. Miller
Capt. Donald L. Driscoll
Ist Lt. Roy Engelbretson
2d Lt. Edward J. Orlando
Capt. Daniel C. Sutherland
Ist Lt. Donald G. Ross
Capt. George R. Dufresne

Co. F—Capt. J. R. Edwards
1st Lt. Wilfred J. Fridel
Capt. James K. McCaslin
1st Lt. Joseph Kagan

Co. G—Capt. William R. Smith
Ist Lt. Paul R. Walgren
1st Lt. Julius Weisglass
2d Lt. William L. Probeck
Capt. Curtis C, Noblitt

Co. H—Capt. Joseph W. Nelson

then refused to be evacuated, choosing to return to his hard-pressed
men instead. The fury of the enemy’s great Western Front offensive
swirled about the position held by Sergeant McGarity’s small force,
but so tenaciously did these men fight on orders to stand firm at
all costs that they could not be dislodged despite murderous enemy
fire and the breakdown of their communications.

“During the day the heroic squad leader rescued one of his friends
who had been wounded in a forward position, and throughout the
night he exhorted his comrades to repulse the enemy’s attempts at
infiltration. When morning came and the Germans attacked with
tanks and infantry, he braved heavy fire to run to an advantageous
position where he immobilized the enemy’s lead tank with a round
from a rocket launcher. Fire from his squad drove the attacking
infantrymen back, and three supporting tanks withdrew.

“He rescued, under heavy fire, another wounded American, and
then directed devasting fire on a light cannon which had been
brought up by the hostile troops to clear resistance from the area.

Hqs Co.—Capt. Rensselaer M. Holman
Capt. Jacob W. Gravely
Capt. Donald L. Driscoll
Cn. Co.—Capt. Daniel Mucha
AT Co.—Capt. George K. Maertens
1st Lt. Robert A. Cronk
Serv. Co.—Capt. William H. Beacham
Capt. Aaron Nathan

Med. Det.—Major Milton J. Cole o

Executive Officers: Lt. Col. Thomas N. Griffin
Lt. Col. Oliver W. Hartwell
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THIRD BATTALION:

Lt. Col. Jack G
Lt. Col. Oliver W. Hartwell
Lt. Col. Elmer Schmierer

Hgs. Co.—Capt. Wayne E. Shannon

Co. I—Capt. William B. Coke
Capt. George K. Maertens

Co. K—Capt. Jacob W. Gravely
Capt. Max N. Andrews
Capt. Stephen K. Plume
Capt. Felix W. Salmaggi
1st Lt. Edward F. Irick, Jr.

Co. L—Capt. Paul V. Fogleman
Capt. Rolland L. Neudecker
Capt. Floyd O. Jones

Co. M—Capt. Roger C. Nielsen
Capt. John E. Veneklasen

“When ammunition began to run low, Sergeant McGarity, re-
membering an old ammunition hole about 100 yards distant in the
general direction of the enemy, braved a concentration of hostile
flrc to replemsh his unit’s supply

“By circuitous route the enemy managed to emplace a machine-
gun to the rear and flank of the squad’s position, cutting off the
only escape route. Unhesitatingly, the gallant soldier took it upon
himself to destroy this menace single-handedly. He left cover, and
while under steady fire from the enemy, killed or wounded all the
hostile gunners with deadly accurate rifle fire and prevented all
attempts to reman the gun. Only when the squad’s last round had
been fired was the enemy able to advance and caprure the intrepid
leader and his men.

“The extraordinary bravery and extreme devotion to duty ot
Sergeant McGarity supported a remarkable delaying action which
provided the time necessary for assembling reserves and forming
a line against which the German striking power was shattered.”



In June redeployment began and under the Personnel

Officer, 3,000 officers and men were transferred from

the regiment and 3,500 veterans of other divisions joined

the regiment. Low-pointers went from the 99th to the
Ist, 2d, 4th, 83d and 90th Divisions and others left in
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large groups to reinforcement depots. Men with more
than 85 points came in from these divisions. Everyone
with less than this critical score was sweating out the
CBI until V-] Day was officially announced on 15

August. Then everyone began sweating out occupation.

Here trucks are leaving from Service Company with
men bound for the 1st Division on July 5./ This scene
was repeated throughout the summer until practically
all the “old” officers and men had gone. The combat
history of the 393d Infantry in/World War II was ended.







