Bangor Public Library
Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl

City of Bangor Annual Reports Bangor City

1936

Annual Report, Bangor, Maine: 1936

City of Bangor, Maine

Follow this and additional works at: https://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/city ban_report

Recommended Citation

City of Bangor, Maine, "Annual Report, Bangor, Maine: 1936" (1936). City of Bangor Annual Reports. 28.
https://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/city_ban_report/28

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Bangor City at Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl. It has been accepted for

inclusion in City of Bangor Annual Reports by an authorized administrator of Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl.


https://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Fcity_ban_report%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/city_ban_report?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Fcity_ban_report%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/bangor_city?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Fcity_ban_report%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/city_ban_report?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Fcity_ban_report%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/city_ban_report/28?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Fcity_ban_report%2F28&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

N

(]
s
o=
Z =
ey fL
=>4




Municipal Activities
of the

City of Bangor, Maine

1936

Population - - 30,000
Area - 33 Square Miles
First Settled - - 1769

Miles of Streets - 120.7



New Independent
Street Approach
to the Washington
Street Bridge




In Memoriam

The City of Bangor pays tribute to a department head who died
in office during 1936.

WavLter 1. BrownN

Clerk and Collector, Water Department
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ments, please see detailed reports on file in City Clerk’s office.
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MUNICIPAL DIRECTORY
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CITY COUNCIL

Bensamin W. Brancuarp, Chairman

Dr. Joun L. JoHNSON

BenjamiN F. TEFFT

Terms Expire January, 1938

CHARLES P. CONNERS
CuARLEs E. HicGins
JErome O. LyncH
Terms Expire January, 1937

School Committee

CaLvin M. Crark, Chairman
Joun T. QUINN

Apa M. GLESzZER

Harry E. RipLon

Dr. Forrest B. Ames
Irvinag W. SmaLr, Supt.

Civil Service Commission
Dr. W. MerriTr EMERSON
Harry Homans

Warrer M. Hunt

Water Board

Bensamin W. BLANCHARD,
Chairman ex-officio

Frank P. Denaco
Frank A. THATCHER
ALBErRT C. BLANCHARD
Dr. BeErTrRAM L. BryanT
WirLiam W. PALMER

Wavrrer I. Brown, Clerk and Col.*

Harorp L. MiLLer, Clerk and Col.

M. W. Burkg, Chief Engineer

AvsertT W. READ, Superintendent

Harry E. DAHLBERG
Joun T. KELLEHER

E. DoNALD FINNEGAN
Terms Expire January, 1939

Trustees of Sophia Kirstein
Student Loan Fund

RoserT N. HASKELL
ABraM M. Rupman
StuartT B. CoPELAND
WiLrrep A. FINNEGAN
[. W. SmaLL, ex-officio

Trustees of Bass Park Fund

James G. Warnace, Chairman
Arcuie R. Loverr
Raven L. WaymourH

Bangor Bridge District

Terence B. Towre, Chairman
WALTER S. ALLEN

Joun WiLsoN

WirLiam Hivron

GArreTT T. SPEIRS

Board of Mothers’ Aid

Mrs. MarGarer W. BarTrLerr
Mgs. Estner BALpwin
Mgs. Marie O. FINLEY

Cemetery Board

MavrcoLm S. Haves

*Deceased.

CHARLES B. Jounson
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ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL
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City Manager, JamEs G. WALLACE

City Auditor

City Clerk

City Electrician

City Missionary.

City Physician

City Solicitor

City Treasurer and Collector of Taxes
Building Inspector

Chief of Fire Department .

Chief of Police
Harbor Master .
Health Officer
Meat Inspector .

Milk Inspector .

Plumbing Inspector

Purchasing Agent

School Agent and Attendance Officer

Sealer of Weights and Measures .

Supt. of Almshouse

Supt, of Clocks

Board of Registration

F. W. HiLL
P. J. McNAMARA

Hexry B. Tuoms

Public Works
Puiie H. Grover, City Engineer
Danien L. McCray, Chief Clerk

Overseers of the Poor
City Council

Cornerius W. Frost, Secretary
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Danien F. Kennepy, Jr,

SioneEy G. RoBINSON
ArcuHIE R. LoveTrT
Murray D. GALLUPE
JENNIE M. JoHNSON
Dr. MarTyN A. VICKERS
WirLiam S. CoLe
Ravea L. WaymouTn
James W. WaLsua
Josepn P. McCosker
Traomas 1. CROWLEY
Epwin Lorp

Dr. Harry D. McNEIL
Dr. ArraN J. NEAL
Dr. Harry D. McNEIL
J. Epwarp Frienp
Frep H. Brown
Harry R. WiLLiams
VerxoN T. LITTLEFIELD
Epwarp W. WoopBURY

SipneEy E. Noves

Board of Assessors

Ww. J. LarGcay

Harry R. LeEwis
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City of Bangor, Maine
City Manager’s Office
18 January, 1937

To the Citizens of Bangor:

Again for the fifth time in five consecutive years, despite most adverse
conditions brought about by the floods of last spring which wrought havoe
with Bangor’s bridges, roads, sewers, sidewalks and the Water Works Dam,
the City of Bangor not only lived within its budget and finished its fiscal year
ending December 31, 1936, with an unexpended balance in its appropriation
account, but also was able to conserve $62,355 to the city’s Surplus Account,
as against $64,455 in 1935. In other words, during each of the past five
years, the city spent less money than was appropriated.

Record Temporary Loan Rate

Bangor’s enviable financial structure was again reflected in January,
1937, when the city negotiated a $700,000 Temporary Loan Rate at a new
record low rate of seventeen one hundredth’s of one per cent. This record
rate is the lowest rate obtained by any municipality in Maine and undoubtedly
one of the lowest rates in the country at large.

Two State Taxes Paid

A conservative program of economy initiated in 1932, enabled the City
of Bangor to pay two State Tax bills totalling $397,986 last year. One tax
was for the year 1936 and the other was for the State Tax that had been in
arrears since the year 1923.

Municipal Airport

As a result of a general public meeting held in the winter of 1936, the
City of Bangor, in conjunction with the United States Department of Com-
merce, and the WPA, started work in real earnest to develop an up-to-date
Municipal Airport. The city obtained title to the runways, and also to a
location for a Radio Beam station. These two projects are now nearing com-
pletion and will give Bangor a modern Municipal Airport.

Bull’s Eye Bridge

Bull’s Eye Bridge, which has been in a dangerous condition for several
years, was permanently damaged by the ice last spring, thereby necessitating
its rebuilding. The new bridge will be ready for use sometime early in 1937.

Floods

Starting with the Meadow Brook flood on March 12, 1936, until Bull’s
Eye Bridge was crushed by the ice on March 23rd, Bangor went through hec-
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tic days and nights. Dudley Bridge was swept out, Broad and Exchange
Streets flooded, the sluice-way washed away and other damage done to the
Water Works Dam, besides severe washouts to roads, sewers and highways.
The last minute service of the United States ice breaker, the Kickapoo, smash-
ing a channel through two feet of solid blue river ice, saved the city innum-
erable thousands of dollars damage, by opening a channel into Bangor, on the
night of March 14th, just in the nick of time to prevent a disastrous flooding

of the city.

Police Switchboard

A modern police switchboard connected with outside police call boxes
was installed—a greatly needed improvement.

Water Works Flume

In keeping with the Referendum expression of the people on December
7th, the old timber Flume at the Water Works, will be replaced by a concrete
one during 1937.

Assessors’ Picture and Record Card System

The new modern picture and record card system installed in this office
by the WPA, in conjunction with the city at a cost of $12,215 in 1935 and
1936, has proven of inestimable value.

Fairmount School

During the fall of 1936, a much needed addition was built onto the Fair-
mount Street School, to relieve overecrowded conditions.

Financial Conditions

The city completed its fiscal year (exclusive of $689,038 for Bonded In-
debtedness, ete., and $248,000 in Trust Funds) owing a total of $42,033 for
unpaid warrants. To offset the above, the City of Bangor was owed a total
of $249,211 in unpaid taxes chiefly for 1936, accounts receivable, tax titles, ete.

Conclusion

With the completion of Bangor’s fifth year under the Council-Manager
form of government, may the Chairman of your City Council for 1936 and
your City Manager, extend to the members of the City Council, city officials,
municipal employees, and the citizens of Bangor, our sincere appreciation of
your loyal cooperation during the year 1936.

Most cordially yours,

Benjamin W. BLANCHARD James G. WALLACE
Chairman, City Council, 1936. City Manager.

(9]



RECOMMENDATIONS-—LOOKING AHEAD

1. Citizens and public officials should combine in a determined attack
upon the menaces to safety on our streets. Both drivers and pedestrians
should be good sportsmen and public opinion should demand strict adherence
to traffic laws designed for the safety of all.

2. A police broadcasting station should be established in conjunction
with the State for the apprehension of wrong-doers and crimina's.

3. As previously mentioned, consideration should be given to the re-
adjustment of values upon real estate for tax assessment purposes. Part of
this work was done during the winter of 1936.

4. The question of a larger police personnel is going to arise if we are to
eope with the automobile accident and erime situation. Sooner or later con-
sideration will have to be given to a better police station and garage.

5. More recreation areas are needed-—these are necessary to promote
physical and mental health, not only for the younger generation but also for
adults.

6. A Drill Tower should be built for the Fire Department, to allow for
more efficient fire drills thereby developing a better Fire Department.

7. A Zoning Ordinance in accordance with modern city planning, is
badly needed in the City of Bangor.

8. Trust Funds. The conservative program of economy started in 1932
which enabled the City of Bangor to pay off this year a State of Maine Tax in
arrears since 1923, should be continued until such times that the Trust Funds
totalling $248,000, which were used by the city prior to 1930 for different pur-
poses (as the building of the City Hall) have been replaced with bonds. This
will save the taxpayers of Bangor approximately $10,000 each year for inter-

est charges.

9. A Fire Proof Depository for City Hall records is of paramount im-
portance to safeguard City Hall records.

10. A large modern glass side substantial school building on the Coe
Property should be built—thereby consolidating the Coe, Bower, Pond, Cot-
tage and Suburban Schools, and also allowing a Junior High School at this
location. This building can be erected a section each year from taxes.

The Kickapoo g in Action




Bangor

Bangor’s annals begin with the visit in 1604 of Samuel de Champlain,
who, intrigued by reports of the fabulous City of Gold, “Norumbega,” as-
cended the Penobscot River to find only an important Indian rendezvous
and camping place where the Kenduskeag and Penobscot Rivers merge. In
the story of his voyage he mentions “The Falls”—the location of Bangor’s
water supply, world famous as “The Bangor Salmon Pool.”

Bangor’s first settler was Jacob Buswell who in 1769 built a log cabin
near the banks of the Penobscot. Among the French and Indians, Bangor
was known as Kadesquit, Conduskeag, and, later, Kenduskeag. Bangor
was occupied by the British during the war of 1812 and the old City Hall was
used as a garrison by the British soldiers. The city was incorporated in 1834.

The first bridge between Bangor and Brewer was built in 1832. The
first steam railroad to operate in this country was the Bangor, Oldtown and
Milford railroad. The second electric street railway in the United States, The
Bangor Street Railway Company, still operates over Bangor streets. The
first iron steamboat in America, ‘“The Bangor,” was built for the Bangor-
Boston run.  The first monument to be erected in the country to the heroes
of the War of Rebellion, is the marble shaft in Mount Hope Cemetery.

Proximity to the timberlands made Bangor an important center for ship-
yards and sawmills which sent their products far and wide, and about 1870,
Bangor was the foremost lumber market of the world. Today Bangor is the
distributing point to all regions north and east of Bangor, to the playgrounds
of the Eastern Maine shore, Northern and Eastern woods and lake resorts.




ASSESSORS
Amount Expended

1926. . . . $7,565. 1931. .. .$8,258. Appropriation, 1936......$8,650.

1927. ... 8,602.  1932.... 8,230. Fxpenditures, 1936. . . . .. 8,565.

1928. ... 8,585. 1088 . .. d8(D: Cost per capita for year... $.28

1929. ... 8,894. 1934.... 7,634.

1930. ... 9,055. 1935. ... 8,264. Number of Employees, 4
The outstanding achievement in the Assessors’ Office during the past

year was the rechecking at the Registry of Deeds of all the dates, volumes and
pages of every real estate transfer on the tax books. As a result of this work,
the office now has the most perfect set of books in its history.

During the year 1936, the Board of Assessors made approximately 2000
personal inspections of Real and Personal property. During the latter part
of the year to keep up to date the new picture and record card system, pictures
were taken of 76 buildings, mostly new structures.

TRANSFERS or PROPERTY

YEAR NUMBER oF TRANSFERS
IOZ28 - &/t
1587 650
1928 v
1929 631
/1930 615
1931 705
1932 S8
/933 438
/1934 442
1935 620
1936 605

CITY CLERK
Amount Expended
1926. . . . $2,565. 1931. . . .$3,463. Appropriation, 1936......$5,452.
1927.... 3,007. 1932.... 4,588. Expenditures, 1936. .. ... 5,439.
1928. ... 2,491. 1933. ... 3,996. Cost per capita for year.. $.18
1929. ... 3,099. 1934.... 4,167.
1930. ... 4,335. 1935.... 5,376. Number of Employees, 3

In keeping with the policy established in January, 1932, when the fee
system was abolished, this department has operated each year with a net
profit. During the past year the revenue of this office exceeded its expen-
ses by $3836, over $3,000 more than in 1935.

In 1932 the office earned a net profit of $411; in 1933, $920; in 1934,
$1,257; in 1935, $518.

The work in this office has been greatly increased during the past few
years due to new laws and to larger number of licenses being issued each year.
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The total number of licenses issued in 1932 were 9,332; in 1933, this total
increased to 10,113; in 1934, it was 9,894; in 1935, 9,287; and in 1936, 10,803.

6,478 Fishing & Hunting licenses issued
1,573 Dogs licensed

654 Births recorded

342 Marriages recorded

621 Deaths recorded

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

Amount Expended

BORD . e R PR $5,758. Appropriation, 1936. . . .. $3,656.
) e S R R NSNS 3,100. Expenditures, 1936. .. ... 3,659.
L e S S e P 3,131. Cost per capita for year... $.12
L et R TR SR B G e 3,622. Number of Employees, 2

Prices are steadily increasing. Approximately 9,000 purchase orders
were issued for the purchase of supplies, material and equipment. It has been
estimated by qualified authorities that the savings effected by an efficient
centralized Purchasing Department averages over 10 per cent. Therefore,
it is obvious that the City of Bangor is many thousands of dollars the gainer
each year by having such a department.

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS
Amount Expended

1930. . . . $4,475. 1933. . ..$3,485. Appropriation, 1936. .. . .. $3,940.
1931. ... 4,144. 1934. ... 4,027. Expenditures, 1936. .. ... 4,276.
1932. ... 4,005. 193b. ... 8;861. Cost per capita for year. . $.14

Number of Employees, 3

The number of registered voters in the City of Bangor increased from
12,900 in December, 1935, to 13,912 by December, 1936. Over 1,770 addi-
tions, changes, etc., were made in the voting lists during the year.

Four elections were held during the year.

CITY TREASURER
Amount Expended

1926. . . . $8,065. 1931....$12,194. Appropriation, 1936. .. .$10,957.
1927.... 8,218. 1982. ... 12,672 Expenditures, 1936.. ... 10,189.
1028. ... 8,822 1933.... 11,383. Cost per capita for year $.34
1929. ... 9,945. 1934.... 11,458.

1930. . . .13,376. 1935.... 11,074. Number of Employees, 5

[13]



WHERE THE MONEY CAME FROM

IN 1936
AND HOW IT WAS SPENT

PERCENT

REVENUE RECEIVED
:

Taxes 4209,114.
NN Water Department
mmm Auto fFacise Tax
wmm Stale School Grant
wm Rallroad, Telegraph and Bamk Tax
mm Miscellaneous
mm water Sinking Fund
m Charities 5
m Licenseés ana Permits
m Interest s
®m School Heat and Tuition
w Court Fees
8 Rentals

Cash on Hand Jan. |, 1936
Total

EXPENDITURES
2

N TwOo Slate aqna One County Tax ™  397,986.
SN [oucalion 367,/29.
m— Frolection Persons and Froperty 175,575.
s Fublic Works 136,455.
s Waoler Depariment 133,600.
mmm A/ Chaorrties 129,650.
mm Debl Charges 67,737.
wm General Government A 59,690.
wm Pensions Misc. elc. Unclassified 34,085.
wm flectrical Department 29,902.
= Airport 27517.
w Library 1 9,200.
® [nsurance 13,6/5.
8 Public Health /1 2,028.
8 Bangor Bridge District

8 Cemelter/es _’ 2,156.
46/2,323,

Bonds and Notes not ncluded




The City Treasurer is responsible for the collection and disbursement of
all monies received or paid out by the City of Bangor.

EHRE O Hand, January-d 1988 . o fo wtal L S i o $ 29,577.80
Receipts received during the year (including Temporary Loan) 2,282,924 .03

$2,312,501.83
Treasury Warrants paid (including 2 State Taxes and Temp-

o o8 B 01) DM R G O O A SRR R L 2,301,519.30

Cash on Hand, January 1,1937...................% 10,982.53

The City paid two State of Maine taxes, one for the year 1936, and one in
arrears since the year 1923. The City also obtained a Temporary Loan of
$700,000 in January, 1936, at the low rate of interest of .174, without doubt
cne of the lowest rates obtained by any community in the year 1936.

Bangor’s tax rate in 1936 was the lowest since the Council-Manager form
of government became effective and was also one of the lowest among the

other cities in Maine last year.

More automobiles were registered in the City of Bangor during 1936
than during any other year since the start of the Automobile Excise Tax in

this City.

No. of Automobiles Total Amount of Average Excise
Registered by Automobile Excise Tax Paid Per
Year City Treasurer Tax Collected Automobile
) A S VR R ) $73,779 $9.28
BRI 7 o o e 8,060 69,768 8.54
e it e LS 56,846 7.66
BERR o iy o U ) 46,849 6.38
1k A R e (1 ) | 46,152 5.76
T e A R (¢ 45,129 5.50
N 8,482 47,828 5.63
CHARITIES (Public)
Amount Expended
1926. .. .$53,585.  1931....884,515.  Appropriation, 1936. .. .$141,600.
1927. ... 60,383. 1932. ... 78,220. Expenditures, 1936.. ... 129,650.
1928, . .. 62,933. 1933. ...118,736. Cost per capita for year $4.32

1929, ... 71,590.  1934....129,070. 7
1930. ... 83,547. 1935. .. .150,812. Number of Employees, (Office) 4%

WELFARE. During the calendar year 1936 the total expense of the
Public Welfare Department of this city aggregated $129,642—a reduction
from the year 1935 of $20,971 or 13 9-10 per cent. In 1934 the total expense
was $129,071, being but $571 less than the total cost for the year 1936. “The
ages of those requesting relief range from those in their teens to those more
than 80 years of age. It is this younger element that causes grave concern
and in almost each instance is due to their families having received aid from
the city during their childhood days.”
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Old Age Pension Assistance should in time help to decrease the direct
load on this department.

The importance of outside investigations both as to the home conditions
and to the proper settlement of the various cases is becoming of more para-
mount importance each year, especially if the correct legal pauper settlement
of the different cases is to be determined properly so that the ultimate burden
to the city may not become top heavy.

“Another question that is coming to the front more and more each day is
a careful survey of those receiving private charity, who may or may not be
proper Bangor settled cases at the time private aid is extended them, and
who by virtue of this private assistance eventually become Bangor’s settled
legal pauper charges.”

DIRECT AID. Direct aid was furnished 525 families (approximately
2,335 individuals) for an average length of time of 4 4-10 months, with an
average cost per family of $106; in 1935, 642 families (approximately 3,082 in-
dividuals) were aided for an average of 4 9-10 months with an average cost of
$120 per family; in 1934, 564 families at an average cost of $105 per family
were aided 4 1-3 months; in 1931, 352 families were aided 3} months at an
average cost of $146.

4,365 grocery orders and 1,394 loads of wood were delivered, as against
7,106 grocery orders and 2,788 loads of wood in 1935.

88 new families were given assistance as compared to 98 new families in
1935.

Public Charities not only include the cost of municipal relief given to
needy families, but also the cost of operating the Poor Farm, aid given to
Bangor citizens living in other cities and towns, City Physician, City Mis-
sionary, Unemployment Relief, Mothers’ Aid, State Children, State Tuber-
culosis Patients, and contributions to the Bangor Sanatorium, the District
Nurses, the Salvation Army and the Traveler’s Aid.

33 burials were arranged and paid for.

6\9

City Farm,
March Flood,
1936




CITY HOSPITAL. During the year 190 patients were admitted to the
City Hospital and 182 were discharged.

14 babies were born at the Hospital and there were 31 deaths.

This hospital contains 32 modern hospital beds, with 4 nurses in charge,
and has been a very busy place during the past year.

CITY ALMSHOUSE. A total of approximately 107,000 meals were
served to inmates of both the Almshouse and the Hospital. During the year
a total of 199 persons were admitted to this institution, 204 discharged and

31 deceased.

CITY FARM. The Farm not only supplies the Almshouse and the
City Hospital with all the milk, cream, eggs, poultry and vegetables that they
consume, but also some beef, and until the year 1934 all the pork products.
Last year it also turned over to the Public Charity Department farm products
to supply a large part of that department’s needs during the year. At the
present time the Farm operates a milk department containing 30 cattle, and
raises most of its own cattle and poultry supplies.

CITY MISSIONARY
Amount Expended

1926. . . . $680. 1931. . ..$900. Appropriation, 1936. . ........ $900.
1927. ... 780. 1932.... 900. Expenditures, 1936........... 900.
1928. ... 780. 1933.... 900. Cost per capita for year....... $.03
1929. ... 900. 1934. ... 900.

1930. ... 900. 1935. ... 900. Number of Employees, 1

During the year 1936, the City Missionary’s Department received a
total of $826 in interest from various funds, ete., which was expended in aid
and assistance to border-line needy cases—this money being spent for various
miscellaneous items,

PLUMBING INSPECTOR
Amount Expended

1926....$1,565.  1931....$1,550. Appropriation, 1936. ... .. $1,200.
1927. ... 1,565. 1088, . 1570, Ixpenditures, 1936. . . . .. 1,200.
1928.... 1,560. 1933. ... 1,200. Cost per capita for year. . .04
1929. ... 1,560. 1934.... 1,204.

1930. ... 1,590. 1988. .+ 1,188, Number of Employees, 1

Another criterion of better business in Bangor during the year 1936 was
the fact that the Plumbing Inspector took in $636 for plumbing permits as
against $465 in 1935.

435 permits were issued for new construection as against 346 in 1935 and
310 in 1934.

1,530 inspections were made as compared to 1,160 in 1935, and 80 com-
plaints were investigated.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Amount Expended

1926. . . . $16,954. 1931. . ..$19,392. Appropriation, 1936.. .$12,102.
LOS7 .. ... 1T A48T, 19382, ... 14,112, Expenditures, 1936.... 12,027.
1928. ... 18,791. 1933. . . .- 12,615. Cost per capita for year  $.40
1929 ..+ 22,117, 1934. ... 12,243.

1930. ... 18,224, 1936, . . 12,265. Number of Employees, 2

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES. During the year there were 439
resident cases and 105 non-resident cases of communicable diseases reported :
166 Mumps, 164 Pneumonia, 44 Chicken Pox, 30 Measles, 35 Scarlet Fever, 3
Tuberculosis, ete.

LABORATORY. 548 analyses were made covering various items
blood, milk, water, ete.

DEATHS. 335 residents of Bangor died and 283 non-residents.

BIRTHS -DEATHS rer 1000 INHABITANTS

1927 /936
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CLINICS. * 220 pre-school examinations, 120 summer camp, 15 York
Street, and 53 dental clinics were held.

1029 children’s teeth were fixed
123 children had their tonsils removed
145 children were fitted with eye glasses
771 people treated at the office
117 persons referred to other agencies

INSPECTIONS. 405 stores and bakeries, 25 beauty shops, 398 res-
taurants, 8 theatres, 24 hospitals and 30 rooming house inspections were made
and 405 complaints investigated.

DUMPS. 105 complaints received and 120 inspections made. 32,850
loads of rubbish received at the Municipal Dump. 381 dead cats and dogs
collected from city streets.

MEAT. 442 abattoirs and markets inspected and 4,650 pounds of meat
condemned.

MILK. 356 milk licenses issued-—6 milk violation prosecutions—323
milk samples analyzed.

[18]



BANGOR PUBLIC

Amount Appropriated by City

1926 . .

.. $19,966.
LOR7: ...
1928 . ..
1929, .. .
1930. . . .

19,500.
19,500.
20,000.
20,500.

1931. .. .$20,500.

1932. ... 20,500.
1088, ... 17,700
1934. ... 18,500.
1935. ... 19,200.

LIBRARY

Appropriation. 1936...%19,200.
Expenditures, 1936.. .. 19,200.
Cost per capita for year §$.64

Number of Employees, 21

The Bangor Public Library founded in 1883, is the biggest Library in
Over 60 per cent of Bangor’s inhabitants patronize its shelves as
book borrowers.

Maine.

This past year over 180,400 books were lent by the Library. Most of
this reading material was of the heavy literature type. At the present time
there are approximately 390,000 volumes in the Library.

LIBRARY
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HARBOR MASTER
Amount Expended

1926. . . . $400. 1931. . ..$400. Appropriation, 1936 ... ..5$400.
1927¢. ... 400. 1932. ... 400. Expenditures, 1936. . . . 400.
1928. ... 400. 1933. ... 400. Cost per capita for year Can 0]
1929. ... 400. 1934. ... 400.

1930. ... 400. 1989.... .. 400. Number of Employees, |

The Penobscot River was opened to navigation by the United States
Russian type ice breaker, the Kickapoo, when it smashed a channel into Ban-
gor on the night of March 14th through two feet of solid blue river ice. From
that day till the end of the year the river remained opened, a record of 293
days.

DAYS PENOBSCOT RIVER
OPEN TO NAVIGATION

1925 /1930
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75 vessels arriving in Bangor were foreign vessels, 78 cleared from foreign

ports, and 73 cleared from Bangor for foreign ports.

During the year 482 vessels arrived in B: angor, bringing a gross tonnage
of 270,445 tons as against 355,800 tons during the year 1935. This tonnage

consisted chiefly of coal, pulpwood, salt, molasses, lumber, gasoline and oils

The last of the big steamship lines operating into Bangor, The Eastern
Steamship Company which operated a large passenger and freight steamer
service between Boston and Bangor for many years, ceased operating last

winter into Bangor and sold its wharf property.
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Meadow Brook Bog Flood—March 12, 1936

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Amount Expended

1926. . . .$70,581. 1931....$91,788. Appropriation, 1936.. .$98,479.
1827, -, 83,832 1932. ... 82,247. Expenditures, 1936.... 96,839.
1928. ... 81,935. 1933.... 95,819. Cost per capita for year  $3.23
1929.... 89,537. 1934. ... 94,497.

1930. . . .102,855. 1935.... 97,821. Number of Employees. 48

The business of modern fire fighting is rapidly being divided into two
parts, first, prevention of fires and second, fire fighting. The prevention of
fires being in many cases far more important than fire fighting, as “an ounce
of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”
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The practice started by the Fire Department a few years ago of thorough-
ly inspecting all business houses at regular intervals, especially during the
cooler months, appears to be bringing results in the matter of fires. The
same thing in time will also apply to dwellings.

By keeping business places free from rubbish, careful disposition of hot
ashes and smoking materials, proper attention given to chimneys, fires in
Bangor can be reduced extensively. This was shown in the decreased num-
ber of fires in 1936 as compared to 1935, namely, 695 as against 876-a de-
crease of over 20 per cent.

Cause of Fire 1934 1935 1936
S P G S 375 358 342
Careless Disposition of Smoking Materials. . .. 37 37 30
Careless Dumping of Hot Ashes. ............ - 9 8
e B 1 T AR RS D DN 6 10 R
Using Gasoline for cleaning purposes......... —_ 1 —
Overheated and defective stoves and furnaces. 74 24 31
T T A S SR M S AR e R — 16 18
e R I C RS 65 55 44
BRI TR OB, . .\ ke s el h s 110 169 46
L T o e R S D N 34 27 25
Smoke and Fire Scaresonly................. 26 12 13
e R N A O P K 10 12 10
Defective Wiring (Buildings)................ 19 11 10
LT R N Y S i A 3 22
I O e L it sl v s bonce & sl G i n 4 - 4 5
Spontaneous Combustion................... — 13 6
Sprinkler Systems let go.................... - 20 27
LT 1 P R U R R —~ 17 16
e et PR Al R ORI (S - 4 1
L G M e Nl S A - 8 6
HHOEEIIE MIDEOTE. , ., . o' o vvnais st bin s on s 1 4 3
U R e e R S R 92 59 28

T R e IR TN S 852 876 695

On March 12th, the Fire Department received an emergency call in the
late afternoon, to rescue people by boats, ete., in the Broadway Park and
Center Street district, from flooded houses caused by the Meadow Brook Bog
breaking loose, flowing down over this section of the city, and covering this
territory for several hours with many feet of water.

Sleeping quarters at Hose House 5 were partially rebuilt, and the Central
Station was given a new roof.

Continuing the practice started in 1932, fire drills, lectures, examina-
tions, ete., were held weekly, to increase the efficiency of the Department.
Firemen (in some cases) came from nearby towns to attend these drills,

Old Hose House 2, closed in 1932, was sold to the American Legion for a
Legion Hall. Hose House 3, abandoned early in 1932, also was disposed of
to a commercial establishment.

During the year the department was called upon for assistance seven
times by neighboring cities and towns.

Among other duties performed by the Fire Department were 8 blood
transfusions, 2 rescue calls to the river, 15 calls for service to people and ani-
mals in the Kenduskeag River, and 52 other calls covering the use of the in-
halator, ete.
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The amount of insurance paid out by Insurance Companies on fire losses
during the past year was the lowest for several years.

T07A8L FIRE LOSSES FAID

1925 #56,306.

/1926  74,575. HES—m——
/927 59/1,738.

/1928  87,33/. HEE——
/929 1/8313.

/930  43,/74. wm——

193/ 45455. m—

1932  78360. nEm———
/933 £5,/65. nm—
1934 /34,745,
/935  B80954. N
/936  62,755. HEEE——

POLICE PROTECTION

Amount Expended

1926. .. .$61,183. 1931. ...$76,356. Appropriation, 1936. . . $78,590.
1927. ... 62,836,  1932....$77,721. Expenditures, 1936.. .. 78,630.
1928, ... 61,923. 1933. ... 76,361. Cost per capita for year  $2.62
1929. ... 61,882. 1934. ... 77,810.

1930. ... 77,384. 1935. ... 78,492. Number of Employees. 42

POLICE. The functions of the average Police Department today is
rapidly being split into three parts, criminal, traffic and safety.

Property totalling $24,668 was reported as either lost or stolen to the
police station. The police recovered $21,170, or approximately 86 per cent.

To cope successfully with the accident and crime situation, undoubtedly
the personnel of the Police Department will have to be increased sooner or
later. The installation of two-way radio on all police cars would be a decided
help in patrolling the residential sections of the city.

The latter part of December a modern, efficient police signal board
connected with outside police signal boxes was installed, replacing the worn
out and obsolete system that had been in use many years.

TRAFFIC. Traffic today in all Police Departments is rapidly becom-
ing the major problem of police activities.

The alarming increase of automobile accidents in the past few years has
brought the tragic circumstances of such mishaps to the forefront among the
problems confronting city officials today. Only the application of thor-
oughly tested methods of prevention will stem this situation and reduce

traffic accidents.
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During the past year, 364 persons were arrested for traffic violations.
680 automobile accidents were investigated as against 627 in 1935. 82 stolen
automobiles were recovered.

17 arrests were made for operating an automobile while under the in-
fluence of liquor, 111 for speeding on the highway and 10 for leaving the
scene of an accident without making self known.

During the year 2,043 red traffic tags were issued for traffic violations
as against 1,930 in 1935 and 3,163 in 1932.

The opening of the new Independent Street approach to the Washington
Street Bridge, has greatly aided traffic in that section of the city.

To safeguard pedestrians and motorists, 3,066 automobiles were checked
during the year for defective brakes and lights.

SAFETY. Until the public becomes safety minded, death and accident
are going to take their toll. As long as we have drunken driving—reckless
drivers indifferent to the rights of others—accidents will continue.
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A new division was started in the Police Department in the spring of
1936 to wage an educational war to reduce accidents and injuries on the city
Streets—a Safety Inspector with full police authority was appointed.
accident was thoroughly investigated and steps tent: itively taken to reduce

the occur

biggest funections of a modern Police Department, namely, the prevention of

accidents
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Bangor’s poor record on streets and highways in 1936 is worse than the
year before, but not nearly as bad in the matter of fatalities, as the year
previous to that.

Hasty, needless and careless actions of drivers caused many avoidable
accidents, unnecessary property losses and injuries to Bangor residents.

Two out of three automobile accidents last year involved mistakes by
drivers—but that’s an old story.

[t is also true that some accidents were caused by pedestrians.

When pedestrians cross streets against signals and in the middle of the
block, they indulge in practices that are extraordinarily dangerous.

. DEATHS DUE TO AUTOMOBILES

A CHALLENGE ro MOTORIST ano PEPESTRIAN ALIKE

J U QD U U

FORESTRY
Amount Expended
1931 $4,414. 1934 $4.005. Appropriation, 1936 $1,500.
1932. ... 2,755. 1935. .. 652. [Expenditures, 1936 1,524,
1935. ... 3,160. Cost per capita for year $.05

Bangor is a city of trees, having over 7,000 stately old elms shading its
streets. As these trees are growing old fast, the cost of maintaining them is

going to increase more as the years roll by. During the past year only the

most essential work was done. A total of 75 complaints involving 283 trees
were attended to, 29 dead trees were removed and 114 trees given other
attention.

To accomplish the best results, one street at least each year should be

completely gone over by the Forestry Division.
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BASS PARK

Inasmuch as no permanent improvements were made during the year
1936 at Bass Park, there was no necessity for withdrawing any of the money
from the Bass Park Fund. The Bass Park Fund on January 1, 1936, totalled
$14,792, and during the year there was added to it $1,465 in accordance with
the Bass<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>