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Our Purpose

The purpose of the Bangor Public Library is to preserve and
disseminate knowledge and thought as recorded in print; to
provide recreation through print; and to provide a maximum
of assistance to its clients in the use of its collections. We are
a general library yet we are also a library of record. We aim
to provide printed material on all subjects likely to be of
concern or interest either to present or potential users of
whatever age or education. We recognize the scholarly re-
sources of our neighbor library of the University of Maine
and are interested that each library shall complement the
other. Within the library building the use of the collections
of the Bangor Public Library is free to all comers. The home-
use privileges are free to all residents of Bangor and to who-
ever, regardless of place of residence, works, goes to school,
or pays taxes in Bangor. To others they are available for a fee.

Cover drawing of seal for Bangor Public Library
made in 1953 by

Crarres R. Caron
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Clarence C. Stetson
1884-1950

Benefactor of the Bangor Public Library through a bequest
the income of which is to be used for the general administra-
tion expenses of the library.
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Endowment
of the

Bangor Public Library

Administered by the Trustees of the Bangor
Public Library

Frederick W. Hill and Marianne Hill Fund—
Bequeathed in 1920 by Frederick W. Hill
“for the purpose of purchasing books . . .
and no part . . . for the erection or repair of
any building.” Added to in subsequent years
by reinvestment. $852,477.21

John F. Patten Fund—Bequeathed in 1900 by
Grace D. Patten (Mrs. John F. Patten) in
memory of her husband for ‘“the purchase
of books to make, or help make, entire,
some important department of the Li-
brary.” $4,000.00
Augmented by the

Thomas Upham Coe Bequest—Bequeathed in
1927 by Thomas Upham Coe “to be added
to the Patten Fund, so-called.” 2,000.00

Total of Patten Fund $6,000.00

Stodder Fund—To a nucleus of $36,000.00 be-
queathed in 1924 by George Tyler Stodder
and added to in subsequent years by rein-
vestment, the termination in 1942 of life
trusts set up by George Tyler Stodder and
James Chesterman Stodder for Anne E.
Stodder added a balance received in 1942,
1943, and 1946. Of the income of this fund,
designated as the ‘“Stodder Fund,” one-half
is for the purchase of books and the other
half “may, if needed, be used by the Library
for administration expenses.” $1,369,912.38
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Trustees Fund consisting of:

Luther H. Peirce Fund—Bequeathed in 1915 by
Luther H. Peirce, the income for “the pur-
chase of books or for any other purpose
within the walls of said Library building.”
Added to in subsequent years by reinvest-
ment,

Frances A. Stetson Fund—Bequeathed in 1918
by Frances A. Stetson “to be used as may
seem to them (the Trustees) best.”

Ernestine Thompson Fund — Bequeathed in
1945 by Ernestine Thompson without con-
ditions either as to use of principal or in-
come.

Charles E. Adams Bequest without conditions
either as to use of principal or income,
received in 1949,

Clarence C. Stetson Fund—Bequeathed in 1950
by Clarence C. Stetson, the income “to be
used for the general administration ex-
penses of said Library.”

Other monies from unexpended gifts and rein-
vestment, upon which there is no restriction
as to use.

Total of Trustees Fund

Louise Baldwin Thompson Fund—Bequeathed
in 1944 by Louise de Hauteville Bell (Mrs.
Jaffray de Hauteville Bell neé Louise
Baldwin Thompson) in memory of her
mother, Louise Baldwin Thompson (Mzs.
Arad Thompson), “all books purchased
with this fund to bear a bookplate in her
name.”

$199,108.21

1,000.00

1,000.00

10,000.00

4,334.24

63,316.24

$278,758.69

$2,000.00
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Administered by the Trustees of the
Hersey Fund

Hersey Fund—Bequeathed in 1875 by Samuel
F. Hersey and its income now, by provision
of the City Ordinances, unalterably fixed at
$4,000.00 and devoted “to the perpetual
maintenance of the Bangor Public Library.” $100,000.00

Administered by the City of Bangor

Bangor Mechanic Association Fund — Con-
veyed by the Bangor Mechanic Association
(founded 1828) to the City of Bangor in
various years, beginning in 1867 and con-
tinuing until 1883, and administered in
accordance with an agreement with the
Trustees of the Hersey Fund “for the
purpose of establishing and perpetually
maintaining a Public Library in the City
of Bangor.” $12,000.00

Administered by the Bangor
Mechanic Association

Edward Ellison Fund—Bequeathed in 1918 by
Mary Harris Ellison Curran (Mrs. Nicholas
F. Curran), in memory of her father,
Edward Ellison, “for the purchase of books,
other than works of fiction” of which only
one copy is to be bought and that “may
never be taken from the Library.” $10,000.00

Total Endowment (principal) $2,631,148.28
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Report of the Trustees of the
Hersey Fund

Bangor, January 22, 1957

To the City Council of the City of Bangor:

The Trustees of the Hersey Fund submit their annual
report. They have received from the City Treasurer the sum
of four thousand ($4,000.00) in quarterly payments, which
have been paid to the treasurer of the Board of Managers of
the Bangor Public Library.

They also submit, herewith, the annual reports of the
librarian of the Bangor Public Library, the treasurer of the
Trustees of the Bangor Public Library, and the treasurer of
the Board of Managers of said library.

DoNaLD S. HIGGINS

W. P. NEWMAN

MARTYN A. VICKERS, M.D.
BOUTELLE SAVAGE

RALPH L. WAYMOUTH
Trustees of the Hersey Fund
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Report of the Librarian

To the Board of Managers and Trustees of the
Bangor Public Library:

During 1956, as it does every year, the cost-of-building
index continued to rise. At the same time the pressure of our
book collection on our inadequate storage space became more
acute. A council order intended to supply the $100,000 esti-
mated in 1955 as enough to provide a suitable book-storage
addition was looked on with approval by the council but failed
of enactment because of a technicality. The land on which
the addition must be built is now the property of the Trustees
of the Bangor Public Library, having been deeded by the city
to the board in 1923. Prevailing legal opinion is that the city
may issue bonds only for projects to be carried out on land
owned by the city.

Our first need for 1957 is a way to overcome this techni-
cality. The erection of the book storage addition is imperative.

Our book collection now numbers 310,623 volumes. The
theoretical capacity of our present storage space is 230,128
volumes, a figure that we exceeded as long ago as 1944, We
withdraw books, sensibly, as well as add them. We acquired
14,550 new books in 1956, at the same time removing 4,890,
making the net gain only four-sevenths of the gross additions.

It is gratifying to be able to report that the use of the
library, as measured by the home use of books, increased 10%
as compared with 1955. The total for 1956 was 322,642; for
1955, 292,563, The 1956 figure is the largest annual use in
fourteen years. All departments—adult, children’s, extension,
music—shared in the increase. Obviously public interest,
rather than any one thing that may have been done by the
library other than meet the demand, is the explanation. The
full use of clear plastic covers over the publishers’ colorful
book jackets may have whetted public interest. In two words,
“improved packaging.”

Twenty-nine per cent of the home reading is adult non-
fiction, 33% adult fiction, and 38% juvenile.
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The supplying of home reading is far from being the only
activity of the library. There is the reference department an-
swering 12,329 questions; there is the job of giving out the
Tello-Test answers 13,417 times; there are the book boxes
supplied in 175 school rooms and 99 sets of encyclopedias in
schools in Bangor. There are the 144 teaching units sent out
by the children’s department, the 102 story periods, the annual
author’s tea. There are seventeen exhibits in the lecture hall
and the 266 public meetings held free by 43 organizations in
various rooms of the library. There is the intensive use of
the reading room by high school students from one o’clock to
four o’clock daily. There is the doctors’ library at the Eastern
Maine General Hospital and the law books in the Penobscot
County Bar Library. The list could be extended a long way.

Gifts to the library were many and interesting. Twelve hun-
dred and twelve volumes were added by gift, many of them
federal publications and file copies of reports. New federal
maps totalled 1,701. A fine collection of music came in from
the estate of Adelbert Wells Sprague. The estate of Charlotte
M. Thatcher gave a collection of children’s shoes gathered
from all over the world. The libraries of Bowdoin College,
Colby College, and the Bangor Theological Seminary added
generously to our back files of periodicals.

Through the Rapaport Auto Company of Bangor the
Lincoln-Mercury-Continental Division of the Ford Motor Com-
pany gave four paintings of modern Bangor done by Eunice
Utterback. Philip J. Brockway, following a showing of his
paintings in our exhibit hall, presented his painting of Mt.
Katahdin. Francis Hamabe gave to the children’s room a copy
of his serigraph “The One-Ring Circus.” Mrs. John Alfred
Anderson gave a flower portrait by Flora Haynes Sweet, a
Bangor artist of another generation.

The library building and the high school building are
heated by the same plant. It is operated by the school depart-
ment, the two institutions sharing the cost. Formerly, until
the meter wore out in late 1955, the shares were determined
by meter readings. In consultation during 1956 the two insti-
tutions decided that replacing the meter was too costly. They
agreed on a proportion of 22% for the library and 78% for
the high school. Use experience, variation in hours, and cubic
contents of buildings were factors considered. The expense to
the library was $3,415.57.
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Fifty individuals, in all categories of employment, pro-
vided the full-time equivalent of 34.64 persons. Several pro-
longed illnesses, extending beyond the time for which pay
could be allowed, caused this figure to be higher than normal.
Staff hours with pay lost because of illness, family emer-
gencies, and funerals, amounted to 1,461, or 72% of the time
of one library assistant. Five staff members are to be con-
gratulated on avoiding any such absences.

The employees of the library all shared in the one-step
pay increase provided by city appropriation and effective with
the first payroll in July. This was in addition to regular annual
merit increases for those not yet at the top of their pay ranges.
A corollary of this increase was the adoption of a merit rating
form adapted to library conditions from the form in use at
city hall. Ratings were made by the librarian at the end of
the first half and the third and fourth quarters of the year.

During the year five persons were appointed to the full-
time staff and four were lost through resignation.

The doctors’ medical library at the Eastern Maine Gen-
eral Hospital, for which we have long supplied books and
periodicals selected by the doctors’ committee, was reorganized
under the direction of Dr. Lawrence L. Weed. We cooperated
by sending 377 volumes of medical periodicals for binding.

In the field of maintenance our principal projects were in
replacing many radiator traps and valves and in struggling
to keep our 1912 freight elevator in operation. In the end an
elevator maintenance contract was entered into. The superin-
tendent of the building did much repair work on the copper
roof and repainting in the book storage area. The flagpole
was lowered and painted.

The death on October first of George F. Eaton, since 1930
a representative of the Bangor Mechanic Association on the
library boards, robbed the boards of their vice-president and
a devoted member. Mr. Eaton constantly brought new friends
and new enthusiasms to the library, thus contributing greatly
to its growth.

Respectfully submitted,
L. FELIX RANLETT, Librarian

Bangor, Maine, January 22, 1957
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Report of the Treasurer

To the Board of Trustees and the Board of Managers
of the Bangor Public Library:

On the following seven pages are presented the financial
statements of the Bangor Public Library. Copies of the de-
tailed statements, which include a list of investments, are
available for inspection at the library (library call numbers
027.4. B 224a. 1956 and 027.4. B 224an. 1956) or at the office
of the city clerk of the City of Bangor.

The report of Arthur Andersen & Co., independent. pub-
lic accountants, is shown on page 17.

ERWIN S. ANDERSON
Treasurer,

Bangor, Maine, January 22, 1957.
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Trustees of the Bangor Public Library
Statements of Income and Expenditures
General Operating and Book Funds
For the Year Ended December 31, 1956

General
Operating
Fund

INCOME:

Endowment income received from—
Frederick W. Hill and Marianne Hill Fund.... §

Stodder Fund’ i venaiie s e o 35,757.82
ST Cr T T B e e S e e e 4.619.00
Hersey Fund (Note 2).....cuveucennnanness 4,000.00
Bangor Mechanic Association Fund (Note 2).. 600.00
Edward Ellison Fund (Note 2)..........00u. i

Tnterest and dividends = fou o diain e Dag i
City of Bangor appropriation, including $200 of

2oy G il il by ML I FRONIE, e WAl A s 40,966.00
Received from librarian—

Registration fees, fines, etc. ......ovvunvinnnn 5,535.77

For-music record fund! sk nvennmnsii St

11

Book
Fund

$34.511.65
35,757.79

129.66
5,900.75
200.00

428.95

$91,478.59

$77,228.80

EXPENDITURES:
Salaries—
CIEEANGE | o P s e e e e L e et L $72,678.66 e
Acquiring and processing new books.......... sl 20,057.00
Bocoks and pamphlets: «obbiinsviis s s 35,740.18
PeriodiCals s s ot e e e A R e 7,160.40
1Y EY IR 0 el o) £ 460 s oke B XLt oy 0 0 S RS S i R 1,742.26
BITTCHTIO = oioie oaotiens o e s e e e s 8,441.15
Employees’ retirement plam.......oeeeeasanes 6,007.18 SR
T Lo e e T e A D TN e A Y e 3.434.82
BIECHAGIY: roaaiio e el b e ate e e oy amile W s 1,314.32
R R VSR Bt B e, 138.60
Postage and office supplies ..........cc.cvvenn. 2,102.82
Repairs and improvements ......... A A 1,442.91
Furniture and furnishings .........o0aciiin.e. 767.62
Printing and-publicity .. oiscinivviive v s 1,191.35
T O L T DD e T N B i i S 893.19
LElEPIORE | i v snnsiiohasis) ot sishn e o e st 500 o o wias 705.96
Library of Congress catalog cards. .............. 495.29 s s
Transportation) avais it s alara el 241.08 79.14
B B T R G i B e Frs i e s e Sl e 177.87 i e
$91,591.67  $73,200.13
Excess or deficiency® of income over
expenditires for the Vear. .. ... et e $ 113.08* $ 4,028.67

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements.
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Trustees of the Bangor Public Library
Statements of Income and Expenditures

Endowment Funds
For the Year Ended December 31, 1956

Frederick W. Louise
Hill and John F.  Baldwin
Trustees Marianne Hill ~ Stodder Patten  Thompson
Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund
INTEREST AND
DIVIDEND INCOME.... $12,745.48 $34,511.65 $71,515.61  $262.20  $62.70
EXPENDITURES:
Transfers to other funds—
General operating fund.. $ 4,619.00 § $35,757.82 § $ Lk
Elevator fund .......... .2,300.00 Giniars e i
Bookdund! ... s ains St 34,511.65 35,757.79 S
SaTAT e IR o 2,100.00 N L e
Auditing services ......... 1,500.00 el
Insurance premiums ...... 1,224.48 sied
Conventions and travel.... 339.86 St S
Books purchased ......... S 282.16 62.31
Custody of securities...... 273.46 Ao N
Miscellaneous  .....ovvennn 34.10
$12,390.90 $34,511.65 $71,515.61  $282.16  $62.31
Excess or deficiency* of in-
come over expenditures <
for the year ......ieaes $ 55458 § $ $ 19.96* $ .39

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements.
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Trustees of the Bangor Public Library
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 1956

(1) Investments are carried at cost or, in the case of gifts or bequests, at
the market value at the date received.
(2) In addition to the funds administered by the Trustees, the Library is
beneficiary of the income of the following funds:
Income not restricted—
Hersey Fund, administered by the Trustees of the Hersey Fund,
principal $100,000, income fixed at $4.000 per annum by con-
tractual agreement with the City of Bangor which holds the
principal.
Bangor Mechanic Association Fund, administered by the City of
Bangor, principal $12,000.
Income expendable only for books—
Edward Ellison Fund, administered by the Bangor Mechanic Asso-
ciation, principal $10,000.

Report of the Independent Public
Accountants

To the Board of Trustees and the Board of Managers
of the Bangor Public Library:

We have examined the statements of cash, investments
and fund capital of the funds administered by the TRUSTEES
OF THE BANGOR PUBLIC LIBRARY (a Maine corpora-
tion) as of December 31, 1956, and the related statements of
income and expenditures and changes in fund capital for the
year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly
included such tests of the accounting records and such other
auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the circum-
stances.

In our opinion, the accompanying statements present
fairly the cash, investments and fund capital of the funds
administered by the Trustees of the Bangor Public Library as
of December 31, 1956, and the income and expenditures and
changes in fund capital for the year then ended.

ARTHUR ANDERSEN & Co.
Boston, Massachusetts,
January 11, 1957.
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1956 Organization

Board of Managers and Trustees

of the
Bangor Public Library
Consisting of the

Trustees of the Hersey Fund

William P. Newman, term expires January 1961
Donald S. Higgins, term expires January 1957
Boutelle Savage, term expires January 1959
Martyn A. Vickers, M.D., term expires January 1961
Ralph L. Waymouth, ex officio as City Treasurer

and the

Officers of the Bangor Mechanic Association

George F. Eaton (died October 1, 1956)
Charles F. Bragg, 2nd
Erwin S. Anderson
Horace S. Stewart

Officers

President, Donald S. Higgins
Vice-President, George F. Eaton
Treasurer, Erwin S. Anderson
Secretary and Clerk, L. Felix Ranlett

Standing Committees
Auditing, Mr. Higgins
Finance, Mr. Eaton, Mr. Stewart, and ex-officio, Mr. Anderson
Purchasing, Mr. Bragg, Mr. Savage, and Mr. Waymouth
Building and Grounds, Mr. Newman, Mr. Higgins, and Dr.
Vickers
Insurance and Property Values, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Savage, and
Dr. Vickers
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1956 Organization

Library Personnel
(Who worked at any time during 1956)

Librarian and Staff

(In order of first appointment to staff)

Olive M. Smythe, Reference Librarian

Pauline E. Tartre, Chief, Accessions and Classification Department
H. Eola Mayo, Librarian’s Secretary

Marion C. Cluff, Chief, Catalog Department

L. Felix Ranlett, Librarian

Ruth E. Dole, Chief, Extension Despartment

Freda M. Wilks, First Assistant, Catalog Department

Charlotte C. Bowler. Chief, Circulation Department

Rossa W. Giberson, First Assistant, Accessions and Classification Department
Thelma A. Rebstock, Assistant, Catalog Department

Helen H. Wheeler, Children’s Librarian

Dorothy H. Foley, Assistant, Accessions and Classification Department
Jeanette Staples, First Assistant, Reference Department

Joan M. Tesseo, Assistant, Children’s Department

Doris M. Lichtenstein, Assistant, Children’s Department
Lillian Y. Marquis, Chief, Periodicals and Binding Department
*Virginia M. Lane, First Assistant, Office

Barbara B. Byrnes, First Assistant, Circulation Department
Marjorie A. Moore, Assistant, Circulation Department

Marie C. McDonough, Assistant, Extension Department
*Joanne A. Brown, Assistant, Office

Helen A. Remington, Assistant, Reference Department

Kay J. Doebener, Assistant, Circulation Department

*Alice A. Grant, Assistant, Periodicals and Binding Department
Evelyn K. Jordan, Assistant, Children’s Department

Dorothea Q. Flagg, Assistant, Circulation Department

*Vivian M. Harriman, Assistant, Children’s Department

Benita J. Dorsky, Assistant, Children’s Department

M. Evelyn Fall, dssistant, Circulation Department

Faith H. Kelley, Assistant, Periodicals and Binding Department
Judith M. Ladd, Adssistant, Office

Part-time and Probationary Assistants

Ardene R. Delano Eileen Tardiff
Gloria G. Faulkner Loutse C. Tardiff
Mary J. Murray Mary Jane Tozier
C. Louise Snyder Dorrice M. Wetzler

Care of Building

Omer J. Nadeau, Superintendent of the Building

Elmer W. Gibbs, [anitor Edward L. McCann, Asst. Jan.
C. S. Barchard, Engineer #*Shenton A. Peters, Asst. Jan.
*Cornelius Golden, Asst. Janitor John R. Tolman, Asst. Jan.
Warren L. Hurd. Asst. Janitor Albert K. Watson, Jr., Asst. Jan.

*Resigned



George F. Eaton
1892-1956

A member of the Board of Managers and Trustees of the Ban-

gor Public Library, 1930-1956, Vice-President, 1951-1956.

Finance Committee, 1951-1956. Building and Grounds Com-
mittee, 1948-1951. Purchasing Committee, 1930-1949.
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Statistics of the Library
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TABLE A
Books in the Library, 1956
By Class
In Library Net In Library
Class and Class Number Jan. 1, Additions Dec. 31,
1956 1956
General works 000-099.......... 19,325 365 19,690
Philosophy 100-199 . ............ 4,169 92 4,961
Religion 200-299 .............. 8.170 224 8,394
Social sciences 300-399.......... 2797 2,097 59,894
Language 400-499 ............. 1,496 (1) 1,495
Pure science 500-599............ 11,069 630 11,699
Useful arts 600-699 ............ 28,076 839 28,915
Birie; arts 00799 oo ami vsivases 38,568 761 39,329
Literature 800-899 ............. 21,052 404 21,456
Description 910-919 ............ 9.186 248 9,434
History 900-909, 930-999........ 94,527 401 94.998
Biography 920, 929 & B......... 19,182 596 19,778
FICHONY e oee e st oie e e 59,898 1,452 61,350
Totaly vcaos s vy 302,515 8,108 310,623
Gross additions were 14,550
Removals 6,442
Making net additions 8,108
By Location and Kind, December 31, 1956
Location Adult Juvenile Total
Clentral - BIBTaTY oo smivamioarmsse 228,578 29,240 257,818
Music Branch! . s s 20,416 o 20,416
BROSTITION. s> it i d s sdeats 12.469 19,920 32,389
LI o 8 o W 261465 49,160 310,623
Number Percent
Adult non-fiction «...vivuiiviiin 220,345 1%
Adult fiction Whesanienie s 41,118 13%
ATy el e XN el AN S S ) ey 49,160 16%
TOLAIS winieiarmatugs msrasreintu 310,623 100%
ATOIMTHERSPEE CAPIEAL o aarets ene oo slisumiaraiasrs s winlas s s psesomie e 9.86



TABLE C
Binding and Repair, 1956

Sent to bindery:

Previously unbound:

Volumes of serials, central library.......... 464
Volumes of serials, medical library......... 377
Nolmes HOt Berialy . o, e s w e e s i

Previously bound:

Volumes to be rebound ..........cvinivin. 3.418
Volumes to be repaired suucdammemavnands 660
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TABLE B
Additions and Removals, 1956
Sources of Additions
New Added Replace-  Binding
Titles Copies ments Serials Totals
Prurchage e i o 4,306 7.264 1292 439 13,281
e e S 489 602 73 48 1,212
Return after loss....... i a5 57 A 57
Totals ....... 4,795 7,866 1,402 487 14,550
Causes of Removals
Withdrawn:
LTS 3 U b b et R SR R e e b 4,075
150 o et o Tl b At L S T B B oo e 21
ODRAIETE: ool ey oo ol Vot e el e e 3539
SO - stercnanon vmn i A s e SR R e 1
GIvensaway: S densae e e e e 408
Trarmaped B i e e s e s e s 26
TEotal WATRATAWI L e o vt e s a s 8 s s i 4,890
Lost:
Charged out and not returned................. 1,164
Missing in Inventories ............eeeecneeen.. 216
Missing from classes not inventoried............ 17
Lot a0 Paid 08 < it siniapmmsiimi ool s 145
CONTAGION. e wesia s e s S BT e a i et a7 +
Burneds i s e s s e e A e e 6
TOERL OBE o ovesommiomzm s oo s ol sias posiess Snvcw i s s iass 1,552
RORALl TEMOVER fhia soeinin s inistarsie slaainss o s ratioiie w asvane ) 6,442
Net additions (additions less removals)......... 8,108

4,919
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TABLE D

Registration, 1956

(Principal registration period is three years)
Adult Juveniie Total

Giard holders; Jan 1190605 e e ote e 13,475 2,533 16,008
Registrations removed because of failure to

renew, change of address, death, etc. 2,119 707 2,826

11,356 1,826 13,182

New registrations, 1956 ................ 2,460 897 3,357

Theoretical total of card holders Dec.

LGS 6 e s e e e 13,816 2,723 16,539
Plus discrepancy discovered by actual

count of registrations in force Dec.

BIER1O5 0 i e s fetecyie ToreaT e astioy 99 s 99

Card holders Dec. 31, 19564 .5 vnn 13,915 2,123 16,638

Including registrations renewed in 1956 1,902 159 2,061
TABLE E

Class of Borrowers, 1956

Juvenile Juvenile (Total
3rd-8th  Parent’s Juve-
Adult Grade Cards nile) Total

A.  Bangor residents ........ 11,141 1,953 666 (2,619) 13,760
AS.  Army Service ... seaes 831 st S B 831
B oByusmess icardss & s 200 el 2t slissns 200

C.  Non-resident individuals
who pay $1.00 a year
(juvenile $0.50) for over-
the-desk service, or $3.00
a vyear (juvenile $1.50)
plus postage for mail

BELVICR: Laisiilo ala s aossatel s 1,650 96 8 (104) 1,754
D.  Special borrowers who make

A PRI LSt i erastsaty 8 8
E. Libraries outside of Bangor 82 aalse e R 82
i Visitors who make a de-

posit of $2.00.0 e 23 23
J. Non-resident groups ...... 9 B e B 9

13,944 2,049 674 (2,723) 16,667

Percent of population registered, counting only classes A, AS, and B....47%
Percent of population registered, counting all classes.................. 53%
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TABLE F

Circulation, 1956
Entire Library

Adult
Non- Adult
Fiction  Fiction Juvenile Total
Central Library
General works, 000-099......... T A 1,002 1,774
Philosophy 100-199 ... ......... XL AN T 50 3,016
Religion 200-299 ....coieives.n e K S e 581 3,895
Social sciences 300-399......... N S PR 23,569 30,011
Languages 400-499 ............ DB A 69 658
Pure science 500-599........... BA0a0 2.849 6,244
Useful :arts. 600-699.. .o vvnins 10203 ol 3316 13.519
Fine aris 7002799 . . .. s issas T e 1 1.818 9,728
Literature 800-899 .......c.. . RS Sl 1,092 10,420
Deseription 910-919 ..o SLHORME ol 1,373 9,472
History 900-909, 930-999....... SR b 1,773 5,039
Biography 920-929 and B....... Fe RN s 4.684 12,604
Current periodicals 000........ L7098 Gl 833 17,926
e Bl e S S ... 94535 21480 116,015
Total Central Library.......... 81,317 94,535 64.469 240,321
Music Branch—records .......... 22900 il et 2,390
Music Branch—music ............ e A T e 3,824
TFotal Music S BraTich sl s o5 ervietslerioe G2 R e I e e 6,214
Total, Central Library
and Music Branch.......c..u. 87,531 94.535 64.469 246,535
Extension Department . .....ouees 4575 12,844 58,688 76,107
Total entire hbrary............ 92,106 107,379 | e B 322,642
I3V el Al oot e oy R e I 29% 33% 38% 100%
(BT a0t PR FC0y ) o] <ok )2 L e o S i o s P A 10.42
Circulation per registered bOrrower: . ......uciveveireiseanncnnsnss 19.73
Extension Department, 1956
Adult
Adult Non-
Fiction  Fiction Juvenile Total
Bangor grade schools (public,
grades I-VI and parochial, grades
T B RS e e e e s e e 21,024 21,024
Bangor High School. ............. 4,188 TS PR TE J s 5,429
John Bapst High School.......... 968 AL L AL 1,237
Fifth ‘Street Jr. High .......-0.c. o e 14,371 14,371
Garland Street Jr. High.......... s M e e A 13,520 13,520
Eddington School ....:.c.ouveains AT A e e 1+ 359 359

Holden Schools ooniin. i elasvaas DO e 763 763
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Orrington Schools ......cc..00 i AT 2,796 2,79
N e Sehtal e L T L e e e || 1,426 1,426
Bangor Children’s Home.......... o OO 50 50
Bangor City Hospital............ T2 Davalais sl ® dsras ittt 127
Bangor Osteopathic Hospital. ... ... R Sl e 40
Bangor Theological Seminary...... 31 T e R 858
EM.G.H. Patients’ Library....... 6.536 2.155 3,760 12,451
Hammond St. Church............ 78 B 146
Home for Aged Men., .......o0un. 395 e AT 35
Home for Aged Women.......... BOT IS e e S 597
King’s Daughters Home.......... sy e el 35
St Joseph's Hospital ', ... ... .. 43 3 2 48
St Michael's' Home. ... .olvnn v e IO | 8 8
Summen CAMPS s o s viaiais mis e 14 3 609 626
leachBre (Setsiv i suibishs o biars 152 R 161

Ot ray sty e B g 12,844 4,575 58,688 76,107

Deposits as follows, were also maintained, where books were used for
reference only: Bangor Osteopathic Hospital Doctors’ Medical Library, City
Clerk’s Office, City Manager’s Office, City Planner’s Office, City Purchasing
Agent’s Office, Community Chest Office, EM.G.H. Doctors’ Medical Library,
E.M.G.H. Nurses’ Professional Library, Penobscot Bar Library, Police Head-
guarters, Public Welfare Department Office, Public Works Department Office,
Water Board Office, 99 sets of encyclopedias are on deposit in school rooms
or principals’ offices.

TABLE G

Books in Library and Circulation, Twenty Years
Books in Library

Year Dec. 31 Circulation
o N L A A e 1T RS e A R e 384,801
S L s i e g R 2 o S e A st 389,785
i ottt YT TR e e Il 415,723
e R BITNGR A e AT 416,029
d B e R S o i Ty Rt PR L] e 405,323
1GDE S e b A R S e 358,740
A N O e N N 310,535
L e o S R L L 314,317
LR RN e Vs D S o i 316,655
2L e I e S A A A e T sl el 310,699
RO e IR 5 e T i Sl a8 1 IR S e A G P 308,058
B R o S Y Lo O b S s A 310,727
TN R A L A L S 308,181
L e U e e S AT e Pt B L R R e e P 303,096
LA SR S DT6 AL it st 900,180
1F2 Yb i e W L N T I e e 297,979
TR s e e e B T e s T S8 Lo SR i e b e 289,062
(I o e e o S e A B AL 282,760
e e & 30?,5]5.‘..“.‘..........292.553
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TABLE H

Miscellaneous Statistics, 1956

Postal card motices for overdue books. cuiiin il i e
Second notices-1or averdue ibooks: . 2t S o e
Reference questions answered, adult (general 12,329: Tello-Test

e R e e e At L
Reference questions answered, juvenile.............ccoiviinnn.
Reserves for-homemse . i rnhin o ire su sy de s G e s
Discarded oo ks glven AW ey S e s e T R e S e
| BT e S TEE o (3 v oy S ST T R S 0 B L i e L e
P el Evis oN A DD EAT ANCEEL A e b et e I e b LT
Exhibits in lecture hall:

@OHeredraordnyitedio v ns s i s T e s et e
Public meetings (by 43 organizations).............ociuueennnn
Mail service to 148 individuals and 33 libraries in 104 cities or

TOWRE Ltotall baoks s e ATk e i sheke e din e e
Borrowed from 7 libraries, books it e s ssrs aisi o sisls slam e
Eent to 33 libravies ibookss vt o e L s S
Newspapers currently received:

B0 IO S S e . )L VIRl e T L L ey AU Wl

TBEEY 0] ETN L e i o e o e e S b Gty S e
Other periodicals currently received:

A A e R e e e R T e e TR e

Y5 e T b o o S A R o e e P e e P
New cards filed in all catalogs and shelf lists..................
Staff ‘hours lost from - illness, fUNErAlS, BT0. . ..« wiv o v s s sisre s sin sisies

U.S. Office of Education, Public Library

Statistical Report, 1956

Report for fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 1956

General

1. Name of Library, Bangor Public Library. Date of founding, 1883.

2, Name of Librarian, L. Felix Ranlett. Date appointment, January 1, 1937,

3. Chief Librarian appointed by, The Board of Managers of the Bangor
Public Library.

4, Governmental unit of support, City.

6. Population served, (1950 U. S. Census, final) 31,558.

7. Size of area legally entitled to service, square miles, 32.9

8. Terms of use: a. Free for lending to residents of Bangor. Lends to others
for a fee or deposit.

9. Number of hours central library is open per week: (a) For circulation,
72 for 9 months, 54 for 3 months. (b) For reading and study, same.

10. Number of days central library is open during year, 303. Number of days

open per week, 6.

12,633
1,750

25,746
528
10,930
433

12

17
266

7,120
943

899
401
23,465
1,461
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15.

5 e o
15a.
15h.

16.
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18.

19a.
19h.
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Agencies

1 central library in building owned by library, 1 branch in institution,
175 stations in schools, 15 stations in institutions, 13 other stations.
Total 205.

Bookmobales o i e i s v e e e AT R ks e 0

Lends to school classrooms and school libraries.

Book Stock

Volumes at beginning of year.............. 257651 44,864 302515
Volumes purchased during year........... 6.300 6,981 13,281
Volumes otherwise added during year...... 1,219 50 1,269

1 B [ (AU A 8 L S i el e 265.170 51,895 317.065
Volumes withdrawn from record during year 3,707 2030 6,442
Volumes at end of yeariw oo iaanoin s 261,463 49,160 310,623
Titles added during year..........cco0iiin 2.996 869 3.865

Circulation and Use

Percentage
of Total

Volumes Circulation
Number of volumes of adult non-fiction lent

For hOTNE AUSE FSilh it s o i e ee e et 92,106 29%
Number of volumes of adult fiction lent for

Romemserl LA R R AT 107,379 33%
Number of books for children lent for home use 123,157 38%
Total mimber of volumes lent for home use. .. 322,642 100%

Period of loan for the majority of adult book stock is 28 days.
Number of interlibrary loans:

Volumes lent .......... R Sra AT e T 943

Violurnes) Borromwed s o s e s tada ey shsiad ahy shsT e i 34
Number of reference questions answered (adult)........... 25,746
Statistics not kept for uncataloged material.
Number of newspapers currently received excluding duplicates 17
Number of periodicals currently received excluding duplicates 899

Registration
Adult Juvenile Total

Total number of registered borrowers....... 13,915 2,723 16,638
Borrowers registered or reregistered........ 4,362 1,056 5,418
Number of non-resident borrowers (included

AhovedR N e e 1,772 104 1,876
Annual fee for non-resident borrowers

A CIver the s desk i iin e s sttt s s el $1.00 $0.50

DS By ematlicaes. Sreiaib Lr ol e e $3.00 $1.50

The length of the registration period is 3 years for residents and 1 year
for non-residents or service personnel on duty in Bangor.
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58.
59.
67.
70.
il

72,
T
74.
79,
76.
79

81.

82,
84.

85,
86.

87.
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Personnel
Full-time equivalent of all employees. .. ..uiuomnninivvaninas 34.64
Inpaidi-volunteer workers: o ni il ol oLt et 0
Regular working hours per week for a full-time staff member 33
Employees Qinder Civil SERVIcE ot vdi e et e s et e ate 0
Finance

Source of tax support, direct appropriation.
Total endowment principal-——Administered by Trustees

($2,433,832.04 not expendable).........coouuun $2,509,148.28
Administered by others (not expendable)........ 122,000.00
$2,631,148.28

Additions to endowment during the year............... $ 53418.73

Receipis
Unexpended balances from 1955, ¢ vvesianiiesviaai i $205,962.03
City appropriation (includes state grant of $200.00)..... $ 41,166.00
Income from endowment, trust, and invested funds........ 130,347.14
Petty cash: Fines, fees, memberships, etc.. .......oovivnnn 5,964.72
Totalrdceipte ]S G e e L a e e R R S $177.477.86
Total balances and FECEIPEE. - dielii i sisis it s siags siers s irlats $383.439.89
Expenditures

Salariess Library staff oo i s S e st i e s $ 64,297.94
Salaries:- Buildingsstaft oo ot i e e R e 8,380.72
Bk e v o LR St S e e 57.943.05
P ErIOOICEIE L e v e L L o, e 7,160.40
e e e o i oS L L ot e el 8,441.15
Heat: Timht, and o WatBr! 55 s atae sV versloteiacs Tarsb s 4na soes aisis oo /ata 4,887.74
Insurance: [all trpes )i o e e st s st e e s e lete  aTiE 1,224.48
(@ T oy oYY g g o 1L e B RS O SRl e B e | 18,272.69
Total ODEYAtING EXDETISES iu aiciais i soromiain i ik eouls alnis i il e e s $170,608.17
M 6F TNPTOVEDIENLE: o5/s i soararai i oo e i sl s el e s 0.00
[ ¥t L Dol | BEEST sy Vi o r i s i el i e e $170.608.17
Balanees=Bec R AR Oh G MG L o A b e e T S 212,831.72

Total expenditures and balances. .. e ievvisiaines s $383,439.89



The City of Bangor
and
The Bangor Public Library

In 1956, 72% of the entire cost of the library was met
by the income of the trust funds described on pages 3-5 of this
report, 4% was met by fees and fines, and the remaining 24%
was supplied by appropriation by the City of Bangor under
the provisions of section 1.5 of article 32 of chapter II of the
city ordinances “For the purpose of maintaining a free public
library and hereafter provide for the necessary expense of such
maintenance, there shall be annually appropriated by the city
council unde1 the title of ‘Library Fund’ a sum sufficient to
meet the estimated current expense of maintaining such
library for the benefit of the public; such appropriation to be
in charge of and expended under the direction of the trustees
of the Hersey Fund.” These provisions are the result of the
contractual relationship between the city and the library set
up in (1) the agreement of the city and the Bangor Mechanic
Association ratified June 5, 1883 and (2) the action in 1904
under which the library discontinued membership charges to
borrowers to become a free public library and the city assumed
the necessary expense of maintaining such a library for the
benefit of the public.

1000 copies
Printed by Furbush-Roberis Printing Co., Inc., Bangor, Maine






	Bangor Public Library
	Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl
	1956

	Bangor Public Library Annual Report 1956
	Bangor Public Library
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1545080679.pdf.nR7qN

