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Our Purpose

The purpose of the Bangor Public Library is to preserve and
disseminate knowledge and thought as recorded in print; to
provide recreation through print; and to provide a maximum
of assistance to its clients in the use of its collections. We are
a general library yet we are also a library of record. We aim
to provide printed material on all subjects likely to be of
concern or interest either to present or potential users of
whatever age or education. We recognize the scholarly re-
sources of our neighbor library of the University of Maine
and are interested that each library shall complement the
other. Within the library building the use of the collections
of the Bangor Pubic Library is free to all comers. The home-
use privileges are free to all residents of Bangor and to who-
ever, regardless of place of residence, works, goes to school,
or pays taxes in Bangor. To others they are available for a fee.

Cover photograph by
Luruer S. PHiLLPs

This bronze tablet, which occupies a prominent position in the foyer of the
library, is for the purpose of recognizing with gratitude income available for
the general maintenance costs of the library. On it are entered the names of
the funds so designated and the income figures in round totals. New names
are added as new funds are received. The sources of income for the purchase
of books are appropriately acknowledged with equal gratitude by individual
bookplates affixed in every book.
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John M. O’Connell, Jr.
1895-1954

A member of the Board of Managers and Trustees of the Ban-
gor Public Library, 1950-1954. Building and Grounds Com-
mittee, 1951-1954, Insurance and Property Values Committee,
1951-1954.
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Endowment
of the

Bangor Public Library

Administered by the Trustees of the Bangor
Public Library

Frederick W. Hill and Marianne Hill Fund—
Bequeathed in 1920 by Frederick W. Hill
“for the purpose of purchasing books . . .
and no part . .. for the erection or repair of
any building.” Added to in subsequent years
by reinvestment. $788,417.77

John F. Patten Fund—-Bequeathed in 1900 by
Grace D. Patten (Mrs. John F. Patten) in
memory of her husband for ‘“the purchase
of books to make, or help make, entire,
some important department of the Li-
brary.” $4,000.00
Augmented by the

Thomas Upham Coe Bequest—Bequeathed in
1927 by Thomas Upham Coe “to be added
to the Patten Fund, so-called.” 2,000.00

Total of Patten Fund $6,000.00

Stodder Fund—To a nucleus of $36,000.00 be-
queathed in 1924 by George Tyler Stodder
and added to in subsequent yvears by rein-
vestment, the termination in 1942 of life
trusts set up by George Tyler Stodder and
James Chesterman Stodder for Anne E.
Stodder added a balance received in 1942,
1943, and 1946. Of the income of this fund,
designated as the “Stodder Fund,” one-half
is for the purchase of books and the other
half “may, if needed, be used by the Library
for administration expenses.” $1,265,768.57
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Trustees Fund consisting of:

Luther H. Peirce Fund—Bequeathed in 1915 by
Luther H. Peirce, the income for “the pur-
chase of books or for any other purpose
within the walls of said Library building.”
Added to in subsequent years by reinvest-
ment.

Frances A. Stetson Fund—Bequeathed in 1918
by Frances A. Stetson “to be used as may
seem to them (the Trustees) best.”

Ernestine Thompson Fund — Bequeathed in
1945 by Ernestine Thompson without con-
ditions either as to use of principal or in-
come.

Charles E. Adams Bequest, without conditions
either as to use of principal or income,
received in 1949.

Clarence C. Stetson Fund— Bequeathed in 1950
by Clarence C. Stetson, the income “to be
used for the general administration ex-
penses of said Library.”

Other monies from unexpended gifts and rein-
vestment, upon which there is no restriction
as to use.

Total of Trustees Fund

Louise Baldwin Thompson Fund—Bequeathed
in 1944 by Louise de Hauteville Bell (Mus.
Jaffray de Hauteville Bell neé Louise
Baldwin Thompson) in memory of her
mother, Louise Baldwin Thompson (Mrs.
Arad Thompson), “all books purchased
with this fund to bear a bookplate in her
name.”

$189,932.47

1,000.00

1,000.00

10,000.00

4,286.24

61,575.51
$267,794.22

$2,000.00
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Administered by the Trustees of the
Hersey Fund

Hersey Fund—Bequeathed in 1875 by Samuel
F. Hersey and its income now, by provision
of the City Ordinances, unalterably fixed at
$4,000.00 and devoted “to the perpetual
maintenance of the Bangor Public Library.” $100,000.00

Administered by the City of Bangor

Bangor Mechanic Association Fund — Con-
veyed by the Bangor Mechanic Association
(founded 1828) to the City of Bangor in
various years, beginning in 1867 and con-
tinuing until 1883, and administered in
accordance with an agreement with the
Trustees of the Hersey Fund “for the
purpose of establishing and perpetually
maintaining a Public Library in the City
of Bangor.” $12,000.00

Administered by the Bangor
Mechanic Association

Edward Ellison Fund——Bequeathed in 1918 by
Mary Harris Ellison Curran (Mrs. Nicholas
F. Curran), in memory of her father,
Edward Ellison, “for the purchase of books,
other than works of fiction” of which only
one copy is to be bought and that “may
never be taken from the Library.” $10,000.00

Total Endowment (principal) $2,451,980.56
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Report of the Trustees of the
Hersey Fund

Bangor, January 25, 1955

To the City Council of the City of Bangor:

The Trustees of the Hersey Fund submit their annual
report. They have received from the City Treasurer the sum
of four thousand ($4,000.00) in quarterly payments, which
have been paid to the treasurer of the Board of Managers of
the Bangor Public Library.

They also submit, herewith, the annual reports of the
librarian of the Bangor Public Library, the treasurer of the
Trustees of the Bangor Public Library, and the treasurer of
the Board of Managers of said library.

DoNALD S. HIGGINS
W. P. NEWMAN
BOUTELLE SAVAGE
RaLpH L. WAYMOUTH

Trustees of the Hersey Fund
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Report of the Librarian
January 25, 1955

To the Board of Managers of the Bangor Public Library:

The library needs more room to put books. That is our
principal problem.

The process of discarding books no longer as necessary
as they once were cannot be stepped up further. The make-
shift of constantly moving books in the storage area, as more
books are received, has gone as far as it can. The makeshift
of adding shelves in the corridors—a most inconvenient ar-
rangement—is nearly exhausted. The distribution of books to
users has developed to a very high level. A simple addition to
our book storage area is the answer to our need.

This is not news to any of us associated in the manage-
ment of the library. The approach of the suffocation point in
the book storage area has been chronicled in the annual re-
ports for the past nine years. When we can find $100,000 for
construction our difficulty will be solved. That figure would
give us storage space for thirty-six years.

We own 297,788 books. This is 9.43 books per capita. We
have 15,282 registered borrowers. This is 49% of our popu-
lation. We make books available for issue not only from our
central library building and music branch, but also from 185
distributing points in schools, hospitals, and other institutions.
In the year 282,760 books were taken home by borrowers.
That is 8.96 per capita, or 18.48 per registered borrower.

Thirty-six per cent of the books borrowed were for chil-
dren; 35% were adult fiction ; and 29% were adult non-fiction.
Ten years ago these percentages were very different: juvenile
25%, adult fiction 51%, and adult non-fiction 24%.

Though the over-all use of books throughout the city de-
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creased 6,302 (2.2%) during 1954, as compared with 1953,
the use from the central library of adult books, principally
non-fiction, for fiction showed a drop, increased 1.6%. The
3.6% drop at the central library in children’s books and the
0.1% drop in adult fiction both of which classes are to a large
extent recreational reading, are only what one might expect
as television gains in coverage. Some librarians, elsewhere,
attribute their decline in adult fiction to a dearth of highly
compelling books. There is such a dearth. Children’s books
are of high quality and the quality shows no decline.

Biography was the only class of adult non-fiction to de-
cline in Bangor. All other classes gained. The largest percent-
age gains were in languages (18.4%), history (17.8%), the
social sciences (16.6%), religion (16.4%), description
(15.5%), and useful arts (9.6%). Whether these gains show
increased interest or better books in these areas of knowledge
seems impossible to say.

The answers to 11,034 various questions were looked up
by the staff of the reference department. The Tello-Test radio
program accounted for another 16,140 questions answered by
telephone. The reference department is working on an index
to the History of Penobscot County. It is compiling a series
of papers on subjects of frequent inquiry, such as the Salmon
Pool, the U.S.S. Maine monument, the Peirce Memorial, the
water department, the lobster industry, and the Hannibal
Hamlin statue.

The opening of the Fruit Street School added 18 school-
room boxes to the 162 sent out by the extension department.
The purchase of 26 hinged-cover schoolroom boxes made to
order by a carpenter, added considerably to our costs.

The job of waterproofing the exterior brick and artificial
stone trim of the building and repointing old mortar, being
carried out by the A. C. Horn Corporation in installments, as
funds permit, was advanced by repointing all the stonework
of the Harlow Street entrance. Other jobs carried out by con-
tractors were five new thermostatic radiator valves; resur-
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facing the children’s porch and the staff entrance; asphalt tile
floors in the fiction room, basement hallways, and trustees’
room; repainting the trustees’ room and installing new light
fixtures there; telephones in the trustees’ room and reference
room; re-erecting the flagpole blown down in November 1953 ;
repair of waterclosets in the men’s public toilet and janitor’s
room; and a new intake pressure valve.

Our superintendent of the building and the janitorial
staff carried out other repair and improvement items: painted
the office; waterproofed the copper roof; reputtied windows
and rebedded glass in the front windows; pointed the stone
steps at the children’s sidewalk; painted the extension depart-
ment workroom; painted the men’s toilet; varnished furniture
in the reading room; erected steel shelves for the overflow of
books; and cultivated the lawn shrubbery.

Important new equipment was acquired: a Recordak film
reader model MPE; three all-steel office desks; a typewriter
desk of steel; two typist chairs; additional shelving for
periodicals in the reading room; a photocopier; a portable
typewriter for the children’s department; and two reading
chairs,

Of five resignations from the appointed staff three were
occasioned by married women leaving to accompany their
husbands elsewhere. Two were to accept positions elsewhere.
Of these, one was Charlotte M. Torrey, who had been a staff
member since 1943 and chief of the extension department
since 1948 and whose work was much valued. She became
librarian of the Bangor Theological Seminary. Her work as
chief of the extension department has been taken over ably
by Ruth E. Dole who has been a staff member since 1938. We
have 30.02 employees in full-time equivalent. The number is
not large when one remembers that the library is open 72
hours a week. This, with a five-day, 39-hour week, means
nearly two complete crews. Then too, the collection of 297,788
books needs a lot of keeping in order.

The death of John M. O’Connell Jr., on November 19,
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1954, deprived the library of the further services of a mem-
ber of the Board of Managers and Trustees who, though he
had served only since 1950, had contributed much to the man-
agement of the library. He was a member of special ccm-
mittees on an insurance problem and on the retirement system
and he was also a member of the regular committees on In-
surance and Property Values and on Buildings and Grounds.
In this latter capacity his vision for the enlarged building
that we need contributed strongly to the probability of its
eventual acquisition. As librarian I mourn the death of a
valued friend and advisor.

A notable event for the library was the gift by Margaret
Matson MecIntosh (Mrs. A. F. McIntosh) of a painting by
herself of Hannibal Hamlin of Bangor at the time he was
Vice-President of the United States. Such a portrait has long
been needed. J. Palmer Libby of Bangor and the First Marine
Division gave his painting “Spring in Munsan” and Frank
Nanartonis of Bangor and Positano, Italy, gave his “Sad
Song.” All are displayed in the Bangor Room.

Respectfully submitted,
L. FELIX RANLETT, Librarian

Report of the Treasurer

To the Board of Trustees and the Board of Managers
of the Bangor Public Library:

On the following seven pages are presented the financial
statements of the Bangor Public Library. Copies of the de-
tailed statements, which include a list of investments, are
available for mspectlon at the library or at the office of the
city clerk of the City of Bangor,

The report of Arthur Andersen & Co., independent pub-
. lic accountants, is shown on page 17.

ERWIN S. ANDERSON
. Treasurer.
Bangor, Maine, January 25, 1955
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Trustees of the Bangor Public Library
Statements of Income and Expenditures
General Operating and Book Funds
For the Year Ended December 31, 1954

General
Operating Book
Fund Fund
INCOME:
Endowment income received from—
Frederick W. Hill and Marianne Hill Fund.... § wes  $34.3558.95
StacderiBiyTd SR S R 32,835.83 32,835.80
EErneEs SRy re e e L 6,216.05 Zane
Herseysbund: (Note 2o sevmis 4,000.00
Bangor Mechanic Association Fund (Note 2).. 600.00 S
Edward Ellison Fund (Note 2).....0000eunnn e 356.15
Interest a0d dividends. . o o v icn siloeinioiessismmsios T 4,992.96
City of Bangor appropriation, including $200 of
State AT e orastrarsnsaieavs s s tabasars iaietos e aw a7 35,800.00 200.00
Received from librarian—
Registration fees, fines, etc. ....cocvuvveenan 4,494.57 Sate
Payments for lost and damaged books........ S 232.44
(68 o ey e A o e et oty 269.71
MiscBlATIEOUS  <iviyeiminisieiaer o e sl sls i s eiaienssress 40.50 starete

$83,986.95  $73,246.01

EXPENDITURES:
Salaries—
BT OIS e A Sl SISl $57,571.10 § ok
Acquiring and processing new books.......... oret 20,000.00
Books and pamphlets i comisrene s s s ateats 26,021.64
Periodicals, maps, prints and music............. e 7,500.77
Biiding Gusit i e s e e e e S 10,994.73
Employees’ retirement plan.......ooecevenines 5,570.79 L5
Heat, electricity and water..... i e e T T 3,558.95 o
Postage and StAtlONery. s de:s @i serssmtamiaes 2,697.93
Repairs and improvements ........covee-vanaes 4,086.09
Furniture and furnishings ..........o00vveeenn 4,263.62
Prifiting andl PabIICity = Gni . ol s nadle isdsataites 1.210.23
Tanitor’s SUDPUES wwiwisis wiciessias sisgm mimimm simis atnisssie 1,140.69
Telephone it o avsie S i aoisalsyssials ia vislsiaass 570.68
Library of Congress catalog cards.............. 466.05 S
'TraTSPOTIALION & i ueaion s siane s s o/ amiaiore s s 308.77 70.26
NTsrel AT CoTToR s L e i e L e S T A 105.78 .

$81,550.68  $64,587.40

Excess of income over expenditures for the year $ 2,436.27 § 8.658.61

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements,
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Trustees of the Bangor Publie Library
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 1954

(1) Investments are carried at cost or, in the case of gifts or bequests, at
the market value at the date received.

(2) In addition to the funds administered by the Trustees, the Library is
beneficiary of the income of the following funds:
Income not restricted—

Hersey Fund, administered by the Trustees of the Hersey Fund,
principal $100,000, income fixed at $4,000 per annum by con-
tractual agreement with the City of Bangor which holds the
principal.

Bangor Mechanic Association Fund, administered by the City of
Bangor, principal $12,000.

Income expendable only for books—
Edward Ellison Fund, administered by the Bangor Mechanic Asso-

ciation, principal $10,000.

Report of Independent Public
Accountants

To the Board of Trustees and the Board of Managers
of the Bangor Public Library:

We have examined the statements of cash, investments
and fund capital of the funds administered by the TRUSTEES
OF THE BANGOR PUBLIC LIBRARY (a Maine corpora-
tion) as of December 31, 1954, and the related statements of
income and expenditures and changes in fund capital for the
yvear then ended. Our examination was made in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly
included such tests of the accounting records and such other
auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the cir-
cumstances.

In our opinion, the accompanying statements present
fairly the cash, investments and fund capital of the funds
administered by the Trustees of the Bangor Public Library as
of December 31, 1954, and the income and expenditures and
changes in fund capital for the year then ended.

ARTHUR ANDERSEN & Co.
Boston, Massachusetts,
January 8, 1955,
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1954 Organization

Board of Managers and Trustees

of the
Bangor Public Library

Consisting of the
Trustees of the Hersey Fund

William P. Newman, term expires January 1955
Donald S. Higgins, term expires January 1957
Boutelle Savage, term expires January 1959
John M. O’Connell, Jr., died November 19, 1954
Ralph L. Waymouth, ex officio as City Treasurer

and the
Officers of the Bangor Mechanic Association

George F. Eaton
Charles F. Bragg, 2nd
Erwin S. Anderson
Horace S. Stewart

Officers

President, Donald S. Higgins
Viee-President, George F. Eaton _
Treasurer, Erwin S. Anderson
Secretary and Clerk, L. Felix Ranlett

Standing Committees
Auditing, Mr. Higgins
Finance, Mr. Eaton, Mr. Stewart, and ex officio, Mr. Anderson
Purchasing, Mr. Bragg, Mr. Savage, and Mr. Waymouth
Building and Grounds, Mr. Higgins Mr. Newman and Mr.
O’Connell
Insurance and Property Values, Mr. Higgins, Mr. O’Connell,
and Mr. Savage
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1954 Organization

Library Personnel
(Who worked at any time during 1954)
Librarian and Staff

(In order of first appointment to staff)

Olive M. Smythe, Reference Librarian

Pauline E. Tartre, Chief, Accessions and Classification Department
H. Eola Mayo, Librarian’s Secretary

Marion C. Cluff, Chief, Catalog Department

L. Felix Ranlett, Librarian

Ruth E. Dole, Chief, Extension Department

Freda M. Wilks, First Assistant, Catalog Department

Charlotte C. Bowler, Chief, Circulation Department
*Charlotte M. Torrey, Chief, Extension Department

Rossa W. Giberson, First Assistant, Accessions and Classification Department
Thelma A. Rebstock, Assistant, Catalog Department

Helen H. Wheeler, Children’s Librarian

Dorothy H. Foley, Assistant, Accessions and Classification Department
Dorrice M. Wetzler, Chief of Periodicals and Binding Department
*Joanne L. Brooks, Assistant, Circulation Department

Jeanette Staples, First Assistant, Reference Department

Dolores C. Toothaker, First Assistant, Extension Department

Joan M. Tesseo, Assistant, Children’s Department

*Constance B. Fayle, Assistant, Office

*Harriette D. Pickard, Assistant, Reference Department

*Ethel K. Hamilton, Assistant, Circulation Department

Doris M. Lichtenstein, Assistant, Children’s Department

Lillian Y. Marquis, Assistant, Periodicals and Binding Department
Virginia M. Lane, Assistant, Office

*Joyce F. Swan, Assistant, Circulation Department

Martha B. Barrett, Assistant, Children’s Department

Barbara B. Byrnes, Assistant, Circulation Department

Marjorie A. Moore, Assistant, Circulation Department

Probationary and Part-time Assistants

Joanne A. Brown Mary J. Murray
Aleck S. Carver *Ethel S. Payne
Benita J. Dorsky Helen A. Remington
Susan B. Humphrey Bette J. Ricker
Marie McDonough C. Louise Snyder
Betty B. May Louise C. Tardiff

Care of Building

Omer J. Nadeau, Superintendent of the Building
Elmer W. Gibbs, Janitor Cornelius Golden, Asst. Jan.
C. S. Barchard, Engineer Edward L. McCann, Asst. Jan.
Shenton A. Peters, Asst. Jan.
*Resigned
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“Lives oF GREAT MEeN"—Richard and Cynthia Higgins, children of Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Higgins, enjoying the presidential exhibit
in the children’s room of the Bangor Public Library. The complete set of statuettes of the presidents of the United States was given by

Frederick R. Call—Photograph by staff photographer, Bangor Daily News.
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Statistics of the Library
TABLE A
Books in the Library, 1954
By Class
In Library Net In Library
Class and Class Number Jan. 1, Additions Dec. 31,
1954 1954
General works 000-099........... 18,033 642 18,675
Philosophy 100-199 ............. 4,067 65 4132
Religion :200-289° . ooniieanmains 7.871 146 8,017
Social sciences 300-399........... 54,908 1,559 56,467
Languages 400-499 ............. 1,449 21 1,470
Pure science 500-599............ 10,564 246 10,810
Useful arts 600-699.............. 26,746 769 27,515
Pinevarts: 00799 v aisvesivie 37,505 569 38,074
Literature 800-899 .............. 20,399 332 20,731
Description 910-919 ............. 8,911 211 9,122
History 900-909, 930-999......... 24,062 309 24,371
Biography 920, 929 & B.......... 18,192 644 18,836
| Dot E(a ) s R S e S I e e s 57,962 1,606 59,568
TTotalss o ace s meieaesesie 290,669 7,119 297,788
Gross additions were 10,200
Removals 3,081
Making net additions 7,119
By Location and Kind, December 31, 1954
Location Adult Juvenile Total
Gentral TibTary. vauesssomresasss 219,898 26,170 246,068
Music: Branich ..o ames 19,978 L 19,978
HortETBION. Jorasaa wranss avalars bvalas iia eatorn 14,357 17,385 31,742
PRI nnmcdhoossre erisrain 954,233 43,555 297,788
Kind Number Percent
Adult non-fiction ............... 212,743 71%
Adult BEHONE 1oy eieseremeinesivisieisss 41,490 14%
Juvenilel s s e i 43,555 15%
297,788 100%
DS e ek o T ol (600 01 e e S e P S e e <943
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TABLE B

Additions and Removals, 1954

Sources of Additions

New Added Replace-  Binding
Titles Copies ments Serials Totals
BuTChiage S 3,833 3,894 754 604 9,085
GHE  iniiimnam s pise 288 776 12 4 1,080
Return after loss....... i . 35 a5 35
Totals ....... 4,121 4,670 801 608 10,200
Causes of Removals
Withdrawn :
WYIOENTOTE - am ciieaiie orima o) el 40,7800 e Aos o) 48 e e ac 2,294
DIDHCATE -+ viutvcsiaiivraiviariresin bl siscs shatelaho aies e eieace . 24
Obgolete covdinisvins e R A e e 480
Sold it e e e e e e i 1
Given away ......... . vy o e 48
TNAIPIEE L 1y /o) et 0 8 et P W S LT S e #e e o 24
Total cwathdrawn i na oo ey o rsirdeias 2,871
Lost:
Charged out and not returned............ Sias 79
Missing in inventories ............c.... ST 24
Missing from classes not inventoried............ 63
Lostzand cpaid for.irvicncivissniinasmeassaiie. 43
CONTARION - aire vino-sinimionseiene sl mors) sy s oAy L e ae 1
TEotal dost “arintarinisieinsme volotssiae st as e aiaaols 210
A B VS s a0 | ettty ool B | e e -_3,08£
Net additions (additions less removals)......... 7,119
TABLE C
Binding and Repair, 1954
Sent to bindery:
Previously unbound:
Volumes:of: serials ©vios e sdazvain 440
Volumes not serials ..........cc000vuunn. 5o
Previously bound:
Volumes to be rebound .................. 3,344
Volumes to be repaired ................. e
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TABLE D
Registration, 1954
(Principal registration period is three years)
Adult Juvenile Total
Card holders Jan. 1, 1954.............. 13,220 2,143 15,363
Registration removed because of failure to
renew, change of address, death, etc. 2,480 701 3,181
10,740 1,‘1:4-'2 12,182
New registrations, 1954.........c0vuunnn 2,166 637 2,803
Theoretical total of card holders Dec.
L B Yo o Moy B0 12,906 2,079 14,985
Plus discrepancy discovered by actual
count of registrations in force Dec.
o R L g e e S S e Pl oS 124 173 297
Card holders Dec. 31, 1954............. 13,030 2202 15,282
Including registrations renewed in 1954 1,601 143 1,744
TABLE E
Class of Borrowers, 1954
Juvenile Juvenile Total
3rd-8th  Parent’s Juve-
Adult Grade Cards nile ) Total
A. Bangor residents ........ 10,528 1,725 473 (2,198) 12.726
AS.. Army’ Servite ...vcecvsssss 755 - 1 sivisie 755
B. Business cards .......... 192 wine T e 192
C. Non-resident individuals
who pay $1.00 a year
(juvenile  $0.50)  for
over-the-desk service, or
$3.00 a year (juvenile
$1.50) plus postage for
mail service .......... 1,468 68 8 (76) 1,544
D. Special borrowers who
make a deposit........ (31) S (31)
E. Libraries outside of Bangor 85 . 35 85
1. Visitors who make a de-
posit of $2.00........ (23) (23)
J. Non-resident groups ..... 2 2
13,030 1,793 481  (2.274) 15,304
Percent of population registered, counting only classes A, AS, and B... 43%

Percent of population registered, counting all classes. ...........0u.n. 49%
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TABLE F

Circulation, 1954
Entire Library

Adult
Non- Adult
Fiction  Fiction Juvenile Total
Central Library
General works, 000-099......... SR e 728 1,316
Philosophy 100-199 ........... A e s 23 2,447
Religion 200-299 ..... .00 22D v 561 3,186
Social sciences 300-399......... 95186 S 18.213 23,999
Languages 400-499 ............ 278 iieesiey 41 319
Pure science 500-599.......... BB i 1,926 4,308
Useful arts 600-699............ 8256 snreemiae 2,578 10,834
Fine arts 700-799 . s «nsmsiess 6O55  eicie 1,292 8,147
Literature: . i.iiasaiviailasass PoA0r et 894 8,634
Description 910-919 ........... T AR T 1.131 4,005
History 900-909, 930-999....... 6085 Laawsen 1,034 7,619
Biography 920-929 and B....... BBBL v e 2,775 8,626
Current periodicals 000......... 19,942 ........ 779 20,721
FICHONT 3% s s e wis s iiesr n s s A 87.926 19,740 107,666
Total Central Library.......... 72,386 87,926 51,715 212,027
Music Branch—records .......... BII9T siviciin S 1,917
Music Branch—music +...voevens 4eDTE.  Sives e 4,576
Total Music Branch.............. R Bl R T D S A 6,493
Total, Central Library
and Music Branch........... 78,879 87.926 51,715 218,520
Extension Department ........... 4,197 11,462 48,581 64,240
Total entire library............ 83.076 99,388 100,296 282,760
POYCENT, « wvoeiamsinirse swataiate i s soaiais 29% 35% 36% 100%
Circulation, per capitaze v oo dasdon St S A SR e e 8.96
Circulation per registered DOITOWEE. viviitiawssisn vaissionsbsaie e 18.48
Extension Department, 1954
Adult
Non- Adult
Fiction  Fiction Juvenile Total
Bangor grade schools (public,
grades I-IV and parochial, grades
L 1 R e e i T SN | e 14,123 14,123
Bangor High School............. 1,287 L T 4,745
John Bapst High School.......... 321 155 B S 1,435
Fifth Street Jr. High.......0o000as ST e i 13,568 13,568
Garland Street Jr. High.......... At 13,386 13,386
Holden Schools .......covvvuennn. © = o i 408 408
Orrington Schools ....cuovusivees sma e 1,967 1,967
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Veazie: Schools) waiwaesacnsiymens = et 1,321 1,321
Bangor Sanitorium .............. 8 T3 et 81
Bangor Children’s Home.......... . 32 32
Bangor Theological Seminary...... 462 o R R 485
Burrill’s Convalescent Home. ...... 7 68 " anesieeases 70
E.M.G.H. Doctors’ Medical....... U6 cannrmtan | e AT 216
E.M.G.H. Nurses’ Professional..... 195 o e 192
EM.G.H. Patients’ Library....... 1,566 5,707 3,201 10,474
Good Samaritan Home ........... et D zaarspals 2
Hammond Street Church......... 92 B2 Lt 157
Home for Aged Men............. e Al e 50
Home for Aged Women.......... 12 532 i 544
King’s Daughters Home.......... s, 30 e 30
Prescott's Convalescent Home. .. .. 12 TO9% ecmaen 211
Sumnmer Clampa; i amisttasrate e Sk e 575 575
eachers  Sets . iviliin el vl s iy 22 L N IR 168
RO L o s omemerv alincd . 4,197 11,462 48,581 64,240

Deposits as follows, were also maintained, where books were used for
reference only: Bangor Osteopathic Hospital Doctors’ Medical Library, City
Clerk’s Office, City Manager’s Office, City Planner’s Office, City Purchasing
Agent’s Office, Community Chest Office, Penobscot Bar Library, Police Head-
quarters, Public Welfare Department Office, Public Works Department Office,
Water Board Office. 70 sets of encyclopedias are on deposit in school rooms

or principals’ offices.

TABLE G

Books in Library and Circulation, Twenty Years

Books in Library

Year Dec. 31 Circulation
IR R e M e L, L AT e A o el 388,089
B o s T 1B0.89% .« oo cmimenisammistaisos 389,363
A 8 i S S i e oA 186,914 . vviianae AT 384,801
R e U O eV e | B Lol ) s e R e e 389,785
I O o e e e A1 L e S R 415,723
T e A e W s SR T 416,029
1 B o B L e 405,323
1942 R T A U e T e D Rt e 358,740
TGl M P ROBBRE it s O R 310,535
R TR S T Y A A e e e 314,317
i s EMUCL E b Sl O AR TR e i SR el L 316,655
e S e S T B e Tl LT e i 310,699
BT e i e e ate et 1 B D e S e B 308,058
O s R e R e A R e e 310,727
TE LT IR LT b i sl P v Sl S LA el 308,181
L e e D e A i o L LR o 303,096
IR s e v s PR TR R s s e A 309,180
| TR e ) e T ¥ B e ST SN 297,979
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TABLE H

Miscellaneous Statistics, 1954

Postal card notices for overdue books. .........ocvvvinininnnn. 11,808
Second notices for overdue books.......... .o, 1,403
Reference questions answered, adult (general 11,034; Tello-Test
T S R TN e P R 27,174

Reserves for home ise s iiiihnivvma it s i e e 10,555
Discarded Dooks (FIVBTE AWAT o sieiere simiospessicnse s siaisssie s synpalelaeyaiole 424
Fiactures outside HBrargc i e it miram s e s i o hoigats 8
Exhibits in lecture hall:

Owny anaterial Gl o e e e e e e AT e e e 1

Oferedd (o 2 L e e s Do nme o I 17
Public meetings (by 40 organizations)............vievuieinenns 156
Mail service to 195 individuals and 45 libraries in 140 cities or

town ;- total. hooks « e icietin i e e e e e e e 6,807

Borrowed from 5 libraries, books. . .....coiiiiiiiiiiaiiieiinnnn 27
Lient - to 45 ibraries, BODKS. .. cn oo oo e psine sismnm e ez et 666
Newspapers currently received:

SAEEER e e e e A T S SR R e R sy LA e T el e o e 16

Duphicates: ;s moninens o dSen s s e e S s e e 3
Other periodicals currently received:

L B oy Ml SR O e 968

DIOPHCATEL . oo omarasness orsa e s e sk s W s e ntpl B W Do L TSR A s Soae 372
New cards filed in all catalogs and shelf lists. .................. 21,591
Staff hours lost from illness, funerals, etc....vovvvi v niinnenns 816

TABLE I

U.S. Office of Education, Public Library
Statistical Report, 1954

Report for fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 1954

Clty of Bangor, Penobscot County, Maine

Name of Library, Bangor Public Library. Date of founding, 1883.

Name of Librarian, L. Felix Ranlett. Date appointment, January 1, 1937,

Chief Librarian appointecl by, The Board of Managers of the Bangor
Public Library.

Governmental unit of support, City. Population served, 31,558 (1950
U. S. Census, final)

Terms of use: a. Free for lending to residents of Bangor. Lends to others
for a fee or deposit.

Central Library is housed in a building owned by the Library and erected
in 1913.

Daily Schedule (Central Library)

Open for circulation, reading and study:
Jan. 1-June 12, Sept. 5-Dec. 31. Daily, except Sundays,
9 A. M. to 9 P. M., total 72 hours a week.
June 13-Sept. 4. Daily, Mon.-Fri. 9 A. M. to 7 P. M.,
Sat. 9 A. M. to 1 P. M., total 54 hours a week.
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Number of days open during year, 304. Entirely closed on holi-
days, Jan. 1, Feb. 22, April 19, May 31, July 5, Sept. 6,
Nov. 11, Nov. 25, Dec. 25.

Agencies
BT [ D ot v e e e I O o L e s 1
Number of branches and sub-branches:
c. In other than library buildings or schools.......... 1
Number of stations: a. In schools....iviiiiiivaivsasanss 156
Bt Other s arnes Sh b s vastes B 18
(18 T T T e e e T A e 11
COtAl AZENCIES v iaialiioi e wisrs s was sy s o la fw/ntar ol wte s on i wow wain 187
Circulation and Use
Percentage
of Total

Volumes Circulation
Number of volumes of adult non-fiction lent for

HOTHE 086 i R e = e 83,076 29%
Number of volumes of adult fiction lent for

LT L e R S e T 99,388 35%
Number of books for children lent for home use 100,296 36%
Total number of volumes lent for home use.. 282,760 100%

Period of loan for the majority of adult book stock is 28 days.
Number of interlibrary loans:

NMoliimies: Jenty o i ia e s e e e 660
NMolimies: BOFrOWE | vmiorvie s aisiniete: siialiain aiasametin savareiaiais 27
Number of reference questions answered (adult)...... dlerate 27,174
Registration
Adult Juvenile Total
Total number of registered borrowers...... 13,030 2,252 15,282
Borrowers registered or reregistered........ 3,767 780 4,547
Number of non-resident borrowers (included
ABOVRY! i ey e e e e 1,470 76 1,546
Annual fee for non-resident borrowers
a, Over the desk: i emie e L= $1.00 $0.50
by By aaaals of s et e s ot e 3.00 1.50

The length of the registration period is 3 years for residents and 1 year
for non-residents or service personnel on duty in Bangor.

Book Stock
Number of volumes at beginning of year.... 248,917 41,752 290,669
Number of volumes added during year..... 7,028 3,172 10,200
Potals e e s e 255,945 44,924 300,869
Number of volumes withdrawn from record
Ao e (b T e e s A o BN SO 1,712 1,369 3,081

Total number of volumes at end of year.... 254,233 43,555 297,788
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Number of newspapers currently received ex-

cluding duplicates <aancsnivas v daast o e 16
Number of periodicals currently received ex-
chiding duplicatess . o e e | e os 968
Personnel
Full-time equivalent of all employees...... 30.02
Finance
Assessed valuation of city, April 1, 1954. ... $39,602,000.00
Receipts
City Appropriation (includes state grant of $200.00)...... $ 36,000.00
Incomes from endowment, trust and invested funds........ 124,291.05
Petty Cash: Fines, fees, memberships, etc................. 4,996.72
BT e Tyl E R e i, Bt S B S S e L] 40.50
Total': chmgiacn siiniy sl e e e e s .$165,328.27
Unexpended balance from previous year.................. 174,558.02
$3539,886.29
Expenditures
Salaries: Libraryistaff .occvoiiiicqneidsaaiiami o AR $ 49,783.65
Salaries: Building staff .......cc000eann e N 7,787.45
BAOKS L PRICR: vt v i s ciwiniaeis dae woiaate i e avsiia) s o e ety ss s telta 27,210.99
Booke: PPOCERSIING it it srhradiaiaais s misss s sl diion s m e i wrate 20,000.00
Periodicals: s i i lerarie i o R Rera i n)siala o arale reta tul o o s 6,662.03
Binding, repairing and mending...........co0iiiiiiinaann 10,994.73
Heat, light, DOWEE, WAIET oo v scnsisimmanss s obsionsanise s 3,558.95
Insurance (all types) . .uncusnvinansaansanns T S « 1563710
Other operating eXpenses.....voovevviasvensennnnaneares 2452472
Total ordinary operating eXpenses.......o.eooveessrasssss $152,159.62
Major IMProvements ..o s ascas s e ici
Grand total operating eXpenses. ........sreeeassarineanns $152,159.62

Balance on hand at end of fiscal year (including $175,474.17
restricted to purchase of books and $9,526.98 appro-

priated for Elevator Fund)... .. i aicansvas 187,726.67
1 570 3 (O T W e T R A e $339,886.29

Total endowment principal—Administered by Trustees
($2,256,405.05 not expendable) .. ..........ivsses $2,329,980.56
Administered by others (not expendable)........... 122,000.00

$2,451,980.56




The City of Bangor
and

The Bangor Public Library

In 1954, 74% of the entire ordinary cost of the library
was met by the income of the trust funds described on pages
3-b of this report, 3% was met by fees and fines, and the re-
maining 23% was supplied by appropriation by the City of
Bangor under the provisions of section 6 of chapter 19 of the
city ordinances: “For the purpose of maintaining a free public
library and hereafter provide for the necessary expense of
such maintenance, there shall be annually appropriated by
the city council under the title of ‘Library Fund' a sum
sufficient to meet the estimated current expense of maintain-
ing such library for the benefit of the public; such appropria-
tion to be in charge of and expended under the direction of the
trustees of the Hersey Fund.” These provisions are the result
of the contractual relationship between the city and the
library set up in (1) the agreement of the city and the Bangor
Mechanic Association ratified June 5, 1883 and (2) the action
in 1904 under which the library discontinued membership
charges to borrowers to become a free public library and the
city assumed the necessary expense of maintaining such a
library for the benefit of the public.

1000 copies
Printed by Furbush-Reberts Printing Co., Inc., Bangor, Maine
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