










ternal regulation and policy, under the exclu­
sive control of the State governments; that none 
of the States at the formation of the Union gave 
up to Congress the power ofinterfering with it­
that the Constitution guarantees to every State, 
the integrity of its territory, and recognizes its 
entire and unparticipated right to regulate its 
internal and domestic concerns in its own way. 

And while they acknowledge in the words of 
the Constitut;on that "all powers not prohibited 
by it to the Stales, arc reserved to the States 
respectively," they regard all the States as being 
excluded from mutual interference on the sub­
ject of the relation of Master and Slave, and 
look upon it as a violation of the spirit of that 
instrument for individuals, whether S('parately 
or in associations, to interfere unasked,and more 
emphatically when such interference is earne•t­
ly deprccatcd,with any of the domestic affairo or 
relations of another Statc.-And although the 
abstract opinions on the subject of slavery, of 
many of the promoters of the schemes which 
have so excited the South, may meet our ap­
probation, yet the abolitionists should remember 
as a truth, that from opinions we approve, fre­

·quently spring actions we condemn, and we 
therefore, express our unequivocal reprobation 
of the measures heretofore pursued and now 
prosecuted by them, believing that if unchecked 
they will plunge our brethren of the South mto 
J.he incalculable horrors of a servile war, and 
.1.result in the dissolution of the confederacy which 
Jias united so many small States into one pco­
:ple, unrivalled for their greatness, unexampled 
tor their prosperity. 

Thcrfjore, Resolved, That the citizens of the 
·south have our warmest sympathy, no less for 
the unavoidable evils of a system entailed on 
them without their co-operation, and for which 
they are in no respect answerable, than for those 
already inflicted, or seriously apprehended from 
the unauthorized interference of the Abolition 
Societies of the North. 

Resolved, That the publication, and distribu­
tion in the Southern Sta.tes, of pamphlets rightly 
cleno:ni1nted inc!'ndiary, which an' cakulatcd to 
sow dissension b<'lwecn Master and Slavc,mcrit 
from every patriot and every fricnd of humanity, 
and receive from us, unqualified condemnation 
and rcbuk<'. 

Rcsolrcd, Tlw.t by becoming partie• to the 
compact between the Stat"•, and adopting th., 
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Constitution under which we live, the people of 
the Northern States bound themselves never to 
attempt to influence or control the internal pol­
icy or domestic institutions of the States of the 
South, without their consent, and that conse­
quently any intermeddling with the condition of 
Slavery as it exists in those States, is unauthor­
ized by and hostile to the spirit of the Constitu­
tion. 

Resolved, That the measures of the Abolition 
Societies have already impaired, and if uncheck­
ed are likely at no distant day to destroy, the 
friendly feelings and friendly relations, now ex-
ii'ting between the North and South, which re­
lations every American should delight to cherish, 
not only for themselves, but because by their 
continuance alone can the Union of the States 
be perpetuated. 

Resolved, That for reasons before enumerated 
we discountenance and condemn, and will by 
all lawful means discourage, the formation and 
continuance of Anti-Slavery Societies in the 
Northern States. 

Rcsol ocd, That the people of the North have 
no direct interest in the continuance or extinc­
tion of Slavery in the South, and therefore that 
the discussion of the subject here, is equally nn­
ecssary and unprofitable, while it leads to 
efforts there, ruinous to the peace of the South 
and dangerous to the Union of the States. 

Resolved, That in the philanthropy, sound 
judgment and rectitude of purpose of our South­
ern brethrcn,no Jess than in their enlightened self 
interest, and their actual experience of the bur­
thens of Slavery, we have the most satisfactory 
assurances that they will leave no judicious 
means untried, and lose no favorable opportuni­
ties for accomplishing its abolition 

Rcsolvrd, That the Constitution, in the lan­
guage of its preamble, is well calculated to per­
fect "Union, establish justi<;e, insure domestic 
tranquillity, provide for the common <lcfenc0, 
promote the general welfare, and secure the 
bkssings of Liberty," and being the supreme 
Jaw of tlie land, every provision it contains is 
alike obligatory on the people of these United 
States. 

Resolved, That instructC'd by rt'centdisast.rous 
events in the South, as to the actual tendencies 
of their measures, to produce dissension nud 
bloodshed, liy thP stern determination there ex-
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hibited to resist their unwarrantable attempts to 
extremity, and by the manifestations of pub­
lic opinion in the Northern States against their 
proceedings, the Northern Abolitionists, if they 
persist in their designs, will justly subject them­
selves to the imputation of deliberately intend­
ing to bring upon their country the dreadful 
evils of insurrection and disunion. 

Resolved, That a portion of the Clergy of the 
Northern States, in becoming leading and active 
members of the Anti-Slavery and Abolition So­
cieties, and in advocating their rash measures, 
incur the risk of diminishing the influence they 
might othenvise exert in the cause of Religion, 
of forfeiting that respect for their Body which 
the People of the North have ever shown them­
selves disposed to award them when engaged in 
the exalted duties of their profession, and of 

brightest realization of the hopeil of every lover 
of Liberty that the world has seen ; the ark of 
safety to all associated under it-their protec­
tion alike from foreign aggression and domestic 
violence-the pledge of present prosperity-of 
future greatness ; and that we will discoun te­
nance, indignantly, every attempt, however in­
direct, to undermine its stability, emulatin!l the 
nob!e spirit of its founders, who pledged to its 
formation "their lives, their fortunes and their 
sacred honor." 

The foregoing preamble and resolutions hav­
ing been discussed by Messrs. Jacob McGaw, 
Amos Patten, Samuel Call, Samuel Lowder and 
Samuel Upton, it was unanimously voted to a~ 
dopt the same as conveying a just expression of 
the views and sentiments of this meeting. 

counteracting the divine principle which en- On motion of Nathaniel Haynes, Esq., 
joins Peace on Earth and good will to men. Voted, That the proceedings of this meeting, 

Resolved, That the publication at the North signed by the President and Secretaries, be 
and distribution at the South of such papers as printed in the papers published in this City, and 
the Human Rights, The Emancipator, Libera- ~ copy thereof sent to each Governor of the 
tor, &c., is a shameful abuse of that freedom of States. 
the pres• which the Constitution declares shall ALLEN GILMAN, President. 
not be abridged. 

Rfl~lttd, Tile.t the American Union i1 the 
CHARLES STETSON, l s . 
SAKUEL J. Fonin, 5 ecret&nes. 


