














XIV. The Harz Pocket

On April 6 elements of the Battalion began movement with their respective
combat teams to positions in the First Infantry Division sector to cross the
Weser River. Tanks supported the crossing by infantry and then crossed the
river themselves over pontoon bridges. The Battalion pursued the fleeing
enemy to the Harz Mountains where the Germans hoped to hold out indefinitely
in well-prepared defensive positions.

From April 12 to April 21 companies of the Battalion supported their combat
teams in attacks against these positions in the Harz Mountains. Company "D’
was employed with Company "C'" and the 26th Infantry Regiment until they
had reached their objectives of Braunlage and Eland. Then, racing around to
the other end of the division area, the light tanks assisted Company “B" and
the 18th Infantry in the final big mop-up at Thale. There three corps
commanders and an admiral were among the thousands of prisoners taken.
The total for the Harz Pocket reached 34,000 prisoners.

Opposition in the Harz Mountain area was stiff at first but gradually
lessened as the enemy's situation became more and more desperate. Due to
the mountainous terrain movement of tanks usually was restricted to roads.
Numerous roadblocks and felled trees slowed movement, and the defenders
were numerous and well organized.

The Germans still had no intentions of folding, and just to make the point
clear, a single German tank ambushed Lt. Wilbur Worthing's second platoon
of Company "B" near Northeim and knocked out four of five tanks, causing
three to burn.

As elements of the Battalion moved through Bad Grund, Clausthal-Zeller-
feld, Altenau, St. Andreasberg, Braunlage, Eland, Rubeland, and Thale,
numerous German military hospitals containing thousands of wounded
Germans were taken under Allied control. Also many American and Allied
prisoners were released. The majority of these towns were winter resort
centers and had been converted into military hospitals.

Lt. Frank Barnes' platoon of Company "'C" accounted for five enemy
armored vehicles in the vicinity of Altenau. Lt. Barnes, one of the newer
officers in the Battalion, and still imbibed with the textbook theories to some
extent, deliberately started to deploy his tanks. S. Sgt. Lavern Corwin popped
up with the classic remark, "Hell, Lieutenant, this is no time for tactics. Let's
start shooting.”

Lt. John A, Viggiano's first platoon of Company "A'" also had a field day
on April 18th in the vicinity of Rubeland, where it captured 50 enemy vehicles
at one spot and later caught an enemy column on the road destroying about
30 vehicles as well as assisting in taking more than a thousand prisoners.
Lt. Ernest Moody and his second platoon of Company "A" did almost as well
with 40 vehicles and 400 prisoners to their credit.

Company "'B"”, during the attack on Thale, established a road block with
a tank equipped with a 76mm gun. During the dark night an enemy column
rumbled toward it. The gunner waited until the leading vehicle of the closely
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grouped column approached within 25 yards of the corner and then fired.
A single round from the 76mm gun destroyed at least half a dozen vehicles
and killed many of the enemy,

With the taking of Eland, Rubeland, and Thale, mass surrenders followed,
ending organized resistance in the Harz Pocket although about two days were
required to mop up all the prisoners.
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X V. Czechoslovakia

On April 24 the entire battalion moved from the Harz Mountain sector to
several villages west and northwest of Eisleben for a period of rest and
maintenance. The period lasted for only four days, however, and on April 29
the Battalion moved 120—140 miles to the southeast with the First Division
as it relieved the 97th Infantry Division in its positions generally along the
German-Czechoslovakian border. In fact, most of the combat elements of the
battalion were inside Czechoslovakia, and Company "C'" had its CP in Asch,
just over the border.

Although the assigned mission was to hold, the aggressive First Division
turned to the attack on the first of May and kept edging forward until given
orders to hold on May 6— —two days before hostilities were to cease. The
farthest penetration into Czechoslovakia was made by Company "D'" which
contacted Russian forces at Karlsbad.

Following the cessation of hostilities, the battalion took up the task of
guarding more than 80,000 prisoners who wound up in the First Division PW
cages.

Other than guarding prisoners, the chief interest of members of the Battalion
became the complex problem of counting points under the army’'s new
redeployment system— —and sweating out the Pacific. The European phase
of the war was over, and members of the Battalion were eager to learn what
the future held in store.
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XVI. Occupation

After spending almost a month guarding and processing the German
prisoners at the camp near Cheb (Eger), the Battalion moved on June 7 to the
ancient, storied town of Rothenburg on the Tauber, where the varied duties
of military occupation were undertaken. The 165-mile move was made on
the summer's hottest day, the blistering sun and blinding dust making the trip
far from being enjoyable.

Rothenburg, located 60 miles west of devestated Nurnberg, has for many
years been a mecca for tourists from all over the world. Noted as Germany's
oldest town, Rothenburg is the embodiment of all the ledgermain and fables
which have come down through the centuries from Germany. And here the
Battalion set up headquarters and glfard posts, and began its occupational
duties for an undetermined length of time.

XVII. Conclusion

The combat history of the 745th Tank Battalion has been a glorious one.
It has met and conquered the best that the German army had to offer. Working
in small units, usually of platoon strength, it has done nothing to attract
world-wide renown. Yet, the tanks of the 745th has supported the best infantry
division in the world in some of the roughest fighting in Europe. The tanks
of the 745th and the doughboys of the First Infantry Division have developed
a close-knit spirit of tank-infantry cooperation that has been superb— —a spirit
that has paid off in results.

The Battalion has made its sacrifices and suffered its casualties. It has paid
a price in blood. Yet, for every casualty suffered by the 745th, the enemy has
suffered at least ten-fold. The undying spirit and the unflinching devotion
to duty displayed by these tankers under the most adverse circumstances
has enabled the Battalion proudly to display its motto, "Our Tracks Lead to
Victory".
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